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C H A P. I.

Here is no Man that ever un-

derftood the Intereft of Man

kind, of Families, Cities,

Kingdoms, Churches, and of

Jefos Chrift, the King and Saviour, but:

he muft needs know that the tight in-

ilrudion, Education, and Sanfrification

of Toutb, is of unfpeakable Confeqaence

to them all , and therefore I am urged

in my Mind, by the gicatnefs of the Cafe,
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to add yet this Epiftie to the younger
Sort , which (hall contain, I. The great

Importance of the Cafe of Youth.
II. How it ftands with them in Matter
of Fact. III. What are the Caufes of
their Sin and dangerous Degeneracy.
IV. How great a Blefling Wife and God
ly Youth are to themfelves and others.

V. How great a Plague and Calamity the

Ungodly are. VI. What great Reafon

Ungodly Senfual Youth have prefently
to repent and turn to God. VII. Di-

redions to them how to do it. VII I. And
forae Directions to Parents about their

Education. And all mult be with the

Brevity of an Epiflle.

CHAP. II.

To begin betimes to live to God, is

of unfyeakable Importance to your
felves.

T7OR, i. You were bstiines folemnly
Jt/ dedicated to God, as your God,
your Father, your Saviour, and your San

dier, by your Baptifmal Vow ; and as

that
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that was a great Mercy, it obliged yon
to great Duty : You were capable in In

fancy of that Holy Dedication and Re
lation ; and your Parents were prefently

obliged as to dedicate you to God, foto

educate you for God : And as foon as

you are capable of Performance, the Vow-

is upon your felves to do it. If your
Childhood is not prefently obliged to

Holinefs, according to your natural Ca

pacity, no doubt your Vow and Baptifm
fhould have been alfo delay d.

2. All your Time and Life is given

you by God for one End and life, and
all is little enough , and will you alienate

the very beginning, and be Rebels fo

foon ?

3. The youngeil have not AfTurance of

Life for a Day, or an Hour. Thoufands

go out of the World in Youth. Alas, the

Flefli of Young Men is corruptible, liable

to Hundreds of Difeafes, as well as the

Old. How quickly may a Vein break,
and Cold feize on your Head and Lungs,
and turn to an uncurable Confumption?
How quickly may a Fever, a Pleurify,
an Impofthume, or one of a thoufand

Accidents, turn your Bodies to Corrup
tion ? And O that I knew how to make

A 3 you



(O
you fenfible how dreadful a Thing it is

to die in an unholy State, and in the

Guilt of any unpardoned Sin ! An un-

fan&ified Soul, that hath lived here but

to the Flefh and the World, will be but

Fewel for the Fire of Hell, and the

wrathful Juftice of the moft Holy God.
And though in the Ccurfe of undifturb d

Nature, Young Men may live longer than

the Old, yet Nature hath fo many Dif-

turbances and CrofTes, that our Lives are

ftill like a Candle in a broken Lanthorn,
which a blaft of Wind may foon blow
out. To tell you that you are not certain

in an unfan&ified State, to be one Day
or Hour more out of Hell, 1 expect will

not move you fo much as the Weight of

the Cafe deferveth, beraufe mere Poflibi*

lity of thegreateft Hurt doth not affed:

Men when they think there is no Pro

bability of it. You have long been wel],

and long you hope to be fo : Buc did you
think how many hundred Veins, Arte

ries, Nerves, muft be kept conftantly in

Order, and all the Blood and Humours
in due Temper ,

and how the Hopping
of one Vein, or Diitemper of the Blood,

may quickly end you , it would rather

teach you to admire the merciful Provi

dence
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dence of God that fuch a Body (hould

be kept alive one Year.

4. But were you fure to live to Ma

turity of Age, alas, how quickly will it

come ? What hafte makes Time ? How
fail do Days and Years roll on ? Had 1

done no Service for God, that 1 could

now look back upon, 1 (hould feera as if

I had not lived. A Thoufand Years, and

One Hour, are all one (that is, nothing;

when they are paft, And every Year,

Day and Hour of your Lives hath its

proper Work : And how will you anfwer

for it ? Every Day offercth you more and

more Merdes,and will you defpife and lofe

them ? If you were Heirs to Land, or had

an Annuity which amounted but to an

Hundred Pounds a Year, and you were

every day to receive a proportionable

part of it, or lofe it ; would you lofe

it through Negleft, and fay, 1 will begin

to receive it when I am old ? Poor La-^

bourers will work hard all the Day,
that at Night they may have their Wa
ges : And will you contemptuoufly lofe

your every Day s Mercies, your Safe

ty, your Communion with God, your

da ily Bleflings and his Grace, which

you (hould daily beg, and may daily re

ceive?
A 4 5- Es
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$. Either you will repent and live to

God, or nof, if not, you are undone for

ever. Oh how much lefs miferable is a

Dog, or a Toad, than fuch a Sinner ! But
if God will (hew you fo great Mercy,
Oh how will it grieve you to think of
the precious Time of Youth which you
madly caft away in Sin! Then you will

think, O what Knowledge, what Holi-

nefs might I then have got ! What a

comfortable Life might I have lived !

O what Days and Years of Mercy did I

cait away for nothing ! Yea, when God
!&amp;gt;ath given you the Pardon of your Sin,
the Tafle of his Love, and the Hopes of

Heaven, it will wound your Hearts to

think that you fhould fo long, fo unthank-

folly, fo heinoufly offend fo Good a God,
and negleft fo Merciful a Saviour, and

trample upon Infinite Divine Love, for

the Love of fo bafe and fiefhly a Pleafure,

That ever you (hould be fo bad, as to find

more Pleafure in (inning, than in living
unto God.

6. And be it known to you, if God in

Mercy convert and fave you, yet the

bitter Fruit of your youthful Folly may
follow you in this World to the Grave.

If you wafte your Eilate in Youth, you
may



may be poor at Age : If by Prinking
Gluttony, Idlenefs, or filthy Luft, you
contrad any uncurable Difeafes in Youth,

Repentance may not cure them till Death.

Ail this might eafily have been prevented,
if you had but had forefeeing Wif
dom.

7. And if ever you think to be Men of

any great Wifdom and Ufefulnefs in the

World, to your felves or others, your

Preparations muft be made in Youth.

Great Wifdom is not got in a little

Time.
8. And O what a dreadful Danger is

it left your youthful Sin become reme-

dilefs, and Cuftom harden you,, and De
ceivers blind you, and God forfake you,
for your wilful Refiftance of his Grace !

God may convert old hardened Sinners :

But how ordinarily do we find that Age
doth but anfwer the Preparations of

Youth, and the Veflel ever after favour-

eth of the Liquor which firft throughly
tainted it : And Men are but fuch as they
learned to be and do at firft. If you will

be perfidious Breakers of your Baptifmal

Vows, it s juft with God to leave yon
to your felves, to a deluded Underftand-

ing, to think Evil Good, and Good Evil,

A to



to a feared Confcience, and a hardened

Heart, and as paft feeling, to work Un-
cleannefs with Greedinefs, Eph. 3. 18.

and to fight againft Grace and your own
Salvation, till Death and Hell convince

yon of your Madnefs. O fport not with
the Juftice of a Sin-hating God ! Play not

with Sin, and with the unquenchable
Fire! Forfaking God is the Way to

be forfaken of him. And what is a forfa-

ken Soul but a miferable Slave of Satan ?

9. Yea, did you but know of what
moment it is to prevent all the heinous

Sins that elfe you will commit, you
would make hafte to repent, though
you were fure to be forgiven. Forgive-
nefs maketh not Sin to be no Sin, or to

be no Evil, no Shame, no Grief, to the

Soul that hath committed it. You will

cry out, O that I had never known it !

To look back on fuch an ill-fpent Life,

will be no pleafant Thought. Repen
tance, though a healing Work, is bit

ter : Make not Work for it, if you love

your Peace.

10. And is it a finall thing to you^
that you are all this while doing hurt to

others ? And drawing them to Sin, and

plunging them into that dangerous Guilt,

whicl]



(II )

which can no way be pardoned but by
the Blood of Chrift upon true Conver-

fion ? And when they have joined with

you in Lull and flefhly Pleafure, it is not

in your power to turn them, that they

may join with you in found Repentance j

&quot;and if not, they muft lie in Hell for

ever : And cap you make a Sport of your
own and .other Mens Damnation? But

this leadeth me to the Second Point.

I have fhewed you of what vaft

Concernment it is to your felves to

begin betimes a holy Life ^ I will next

Jhew you of what Concernment it is to

others.

CHAP. III.

Of what Publick Concernment the Quality

of Youth vs.

f linpHE Welfare of the World is

1. of far greater Worth than of

any fiogle Perfon; and he hath put off

Humanity, who doth not more earneftly

defireit. If this World confifted but of

one Generation, then to make that Ge
neration
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neration Wife and Good would be enough
to make it a happy World : But it is not
fo. In Heaven, and in the future glori
ous Kingdom, there is neither Marrying,
nor giving in Marriage, but they are ds

the Angels, in a fixed everlafling State ,

and one continued Generation maketh up
the New Jerufalem : Being once holy
and happy, they are fo for ever ; but

here it is not fo. One Generation cometh,
and another gceth : If the Father be as

Wife as Solomon, the Son may be as Fool-

ilh as Reboboam : O what a great Work
It is to make a Man truly Wife and Good !

How many Years Study doth it ufually

require ? What Wifdom and Diligence in

Teachers? What Teachablenefs and Di

ligence in Learners } and efpecially the

Grace of God ! And when all is done, the

Man quickly dieth, and obtaineth his

Ends in another World : But his Chil

dren are born as ignorant, and perhaps
as bad as he was born : He can neither

leave them his Knowledge, nor his Grace.

They muft have all the fame Teaching,
and Labour, and Blefling, as he had, to

bring them to the fame Attainments :

The Mercy and Covenant of God taketh

-th^m into his Church, where they have

great Advantages and Helps, and pro-
mifeth
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mifeth them more Mercy for their Relati
on to a Faithful Parent, if he or they do
make no Forfeiture of it , but as their

Nature is the fame with others,, fo their

a&ual Wifdom mult come by God s

Blefling on the ufe of the fame Means,
which are neceflary to the Children of
the worft Men. A Chriftian s Child is

born with no more Knowledge than a

Heathen s, and mud have as much La
bour and Study to make him Wife.

. 2. It is certain then that the Wel
fare of this World lieth on a good Suc-

cefllon of the feveral Generations : And
that all the Endeavours of one Generati

on, with God s greateft Blefling on them,
will not ferve for the Ages following ;

,all mufl begin anew, and be done over

again, or all will be as undone to the

next Age. And it is not the leaft Blef-

fing on the Faithful, that their Faith and
Godlinefs difpofeth them to have a Care
of Pofterity, and to devote their Chil

dren wholly to God, as well as them-

felves, and to educate them in his Fear.

If Nature had not taught Birds and Beads
to feed their Young, as well as to gene
rate them, their Kind would be foon
cxtinft. O what a BlefTed World were

it, iftheBleffings of Men famous for WrP-
dcm
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dom and Godlinefs were entailed on all

that fhould fpring from them, and if

this were the common Cafe !

. 3. But the Doleful Miferies of the

World have come from the degenerating
of good Mens Pofterity. Adam hath his

Cain, and Noah his Cbatn, and David his

jjbfalom i Sotomon, Hczekiah, Joftab, left

not their like behind them. The pre-
fent State of the Eallern Churches is a

dreadful Inftance. What Places on Earth

were more honourable for Faith and

Piety than sHexandria, Antioch, Jeru-

falem^ Conftantinople , Epbefus, Pbiladel-

pbia, and the reft of thefe Great and

Noble Countries j and thofe alfo ftreng-

thened with the powerfullefl Chriflian

Empire that ever was on Earth ? And
now they are Places of Barbarifm, Ty
ranny, and foolifh Mahometanifm, where

the Name of Chrift is made a Scorn,

and the few Chriftians that keep up than

Sacred Profeflion, by Tyranny kept in fo

great Ignorance, that, alas, the Vices of

molt of them difhonour their Profeflion

as much as their Enemies Perfections

do.

And alas, were it not for the Name
of a Pompous Chriftian Church, how

plain
an Inftance would Rope be of the

fame
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fame Degeneracy? And fome Countries
that received the Bleffing of Reforma
tion have revolted into the Darknefs of

Popery. What a Change was in England
by Queen Afar/s Reign ? And how ma
ny particular Cities and Towns are grown
Ignorant, which in former Times were
Famous for Religion ?

. 4. And on the other fide, when Pie

ty hath fucceflively as a River kept its

Courfe, what a Bleffing hath it proved?
(But how rare is that ! ) And when Chil
dren have proved better than their Pa

rents, it hath been the beginning of Wel
fare to the Places where they lived. How
marvelloufly did the Reformation pre
vail in Germany in Luther s time, when
God brought out of Popifh Monafteries

many Excellent Inftruments of his Ser
vice? And Princes became Wife and
Pious, whofe Parents had been Blind or

Impious ? Godlinefsor Wickednefs, Wel
fare or Calamity, follow the Changes
and Quality of Pofterity.
And Men live fo fhort a Time, that

the Work of Educating Youth aright is

one half the great Bulinefs of Man s

Life.



, $. Among the Antient Sages of the

World, the Greeks and Romans, and much
more among the

Israelites,
the Care of

Pofterity, and Publick Welfare, was the

great Thing which differenced the Vir

tuous and Laudable, from thofe of a Bafe,

Selfifh, Senfual Difpofition. He was the

Braveft Citizen of Rome that did mod
love, and belt ferve his Country : And he
was the Saint among the Jews who moft
loved Sion^ and the Security and Succeflion

of its holy and peaceable Pofterity. And
the Chriftian Faith, and Hope, and Inte-

reft, doth lead us herein to a much higher
Pitch, and to a greater Zeal for Publick

Good, in following him that whipt out

Profaners from the Temple ; even a

Zeal of God s Houfe, which eateth us

up: IE teacheth us by. the Crofs moft

effectually to deny our felves, and to

think nothing too dear to part with to

edify the Church of God, nor any La
bour or Suffering too great for common
Good. It teacheth us to pray for the

Hallowing of God s Name, the Coming of

his Kingdom, and the Doing of bit Will en

Ean\), a* it vs Done in Heaven, before

our Daily Bread, and any other Perfonal

Interefl of our own. Therefore the Fami
lies
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lies of Chriflians (hould be as fo many
Schools, or Churches, to train up a Soo
cefllon of Perfons meet for the great
Communicative Works Which God cal-

leth a!3 Believers to in their feveral Mea-
fures : It is eminently Teachers, but it is

alfo all others in their feveral Ranks,
who muft be the Salt of the Earth, And
the Lights of the World. And indeed

the Spirit of Holinefs is fb eminently the

Spirit of Love to God and Man, that iC

inclineth every San&ified Perfon to a Com
municative Zeal, to make others Wife,
and Good, and Happy.

. 6. And God in great Mercy hath

planted yet more deeply and fixedly the

Natural Love of Parents to their Chil

dren, that it might be in them a Spring
of all this Duty; fo that though flefhly

Vice may make Men miftake their Chil-

drens Good, as moft ungodly Men do
their own, and think that it confifteth in

that which it doth not, yet flill the

general Defire of their Childrens Wel
fare, as well as of their own, is deeply

rooted, and will work for their Wel
fare as foon as they well know wherein
it doth confifl. And God hath not gi

ven them this Love only for the Good
of



of the individual Children, but much more
for the Commonwealth and Church 3 that
as exerdfed Soldiers make one Army, fo

many .well Educated Children may make
up one Peaceable and Holy Society.

$. 7. And accordingly it is much to be

obferved, that God hath not given Chil

dren a Natural Love and Submiflivenefs to

Parents only for the perfonal Benefit of

their Provifion and other Helps , but

efpeciaily that hereby they may be teach

able and obedient to thofe Inftruftions of

their Parents, by which they may be

come BlefTings in their Generations, and

may ctinjun&ly makfc up Wife and Holy
Societies, Families, Churches, and Com
monwealths. For thefe Ends it is that

God hath bound you, as to reverence

your Matters, Tutors and Pallors, fo efpe

ciaily both to reverence and love your
Parents, that you may be the more capa
ble of their neceflary Inftru&ion and
Advice.

By all this it is moft evident that the

great Means of the Welfare of the World
mufl be the Faithful and Holy Endea
vours of Parents, and the Willing Teach-

ablenefs and Obedience of Children, that

they may efcape the Snares of Folly
and



and flefhly Lulls, and may betimes

get that Wifdom and Love of Good-
nefs, which may make them fit to be

Bleffings to the Places where they
live.

CHAP. IV.

Hw the Cafe flandetb with our Toutb in

Matter of Faft.

f i . HP Hrough the great Mercy of God
-L many Families are Sacred Nur-

feries for Church and Kingdom *,
and

many Parents have great Comfort in the

Grace of God appearing in their Chil
dren. From their early Childhood many
are of Humble Obedient Difpofitions,
and have a Love to Knowledge, and a

Love to the Word of God, and to thofe

that are Good and Virtuous Perfons.

They have inward Convidions of the
Evil of Sin, and a Fear of Sinning, and
a great diflike of wicked Perfons, and a

great Love and reverend Obedience to
their Parents y and when they grow up,

they diligently learn in Private, and in

Publick;
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Publick : They increafe in their Love
to the Scriptures, and good Books, and
to godly Teachers, and godly Company ;

and God faveth them from Temptations,
and worldly Deceits, and fkfhly Lufts ,

and they live to God, and are BleflTings

to the Land, the Joy of their Friends,
Ad exemplary and ufeful to thoie whom
they converfe with.

$. 2. But all, even Religious Parents,
have not the like Blefling in their Chil

dren, i. Some of them, though Reli

gious otherwife, are lamentably carelefs

of the Duty which they promifed to

perform (at Baptifm) in the Education

of their Children, and do butfuperficial-

ly and formally inftrud them, and are

too faulty as to the Example which they
fhould give them } and feem to think

that God muft blefs them, becaufe they
are theirs, and becaufe they are baptized,
while they negled their promifed .En
deavours. 2, And fome Children, when
they grow up, and are bound to refift

Temptations, and to ufe God s appointed
Means for their own Good, do wilfully
refill God s Grace, and run into Tempta
tions, and neglect, and wretchedly be

tray themfelves, and forfeit the Mercies

which they needed.

5-3.
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$. 3- In all my Obfervation, God hath

moft blefled the Children of thofe Pa

rents who have educated them as fol-

loweth : i. Thofe that have been parti

cularly fenfible what they promifed for

them in the Baptifmal Vow, and made
Confcience of performing it.

&quot;

2. Thofe
that have had more Care of their Souls

than of their outward Wealth. 3. Thofe
that have been moft careful to teach them
the Pravity of corrupted Nature by Ori

ginal Sin, and to humble them, and teach

them the Need of a Saviour, and his

renewing as well as pardoning Grace,
and to tell them the Work of the Spirit
of Sandifkation, and teach them above
all to look to the inward State of their

Souls- 4. Thore that have moft feriouf-

ly minded them of Death, Judgment,
and the Life to come. 5. Thofe than

have always fpoken of God with the

greateft Reverence, Affection and De-

light. 6. Thofe that have moft wifely
laboured to make all the Knowledge and
Praftice of Religion pleafant unto them,
by the fuitablenefs of Do&rines and Du
ties to their Capacity. 7. Thofe that

have moft difgraced Sin to them, efpe.

cially bafe and flefhlyPleafures. 8. Thofe
that have kept them from the Baits of

Sen-



Senfuality, *ot gratifying their Appe
tites in Meats and Drink, to bring them
to an unruly Habit j but ufed them to
a Habit of Temperance, and Negled of

Appetite. 9. Thofe that have mofl dif-

graced Worldlinefs and Pride to them,
and ufed them to low Things in Apparel
and PofTeflion, and told them how the

Proud are hateful to God, and fet before

them the Example of a Crucified Chrift,
and opened to them the Dodtriae of

Mortification and Self* denial, and the

great Neceffity of true Humility. 10.

Thofe that have been mod watchful

to know their Childrens particular Incli

nations and Temptations, and apply an-

fwerabJe Remedies, and not carele.fly

leave them to themfelves. n. Thofe
that have been molt careful to keep them
from ill Company i efpecially, (i.) Of
wicked Youths, of their own Growth
and Neighbourhood. (2.) And of tempt
ing Women. 12. Thofe that have moll

wifely ufed them to the meeteft Publick

Teachers, and helped them to remember
and underftand what they hear, efpecial

ly the Fundamental Truths in the Cate-

chifm. 13. Thofe that have moft wifely

engaged them into the Familiarity and

frequent Converfe of fome Su table,

Godly,



Godly, Exemplary Companions. 14.
Thofe that have moft confcionably fpens
the Lord s Days in Publirk, and in their
Families. 15. Thofe that have done all

this, as with reverend Gravity, fo efpeci-
ally with tender endearing Love to their

Children, convincing them that it is ail

done for their own Good ^ *a!nd that do
not by imprudent Weaknefles, Ignorance,
Paflions, or Scandal, fruftrate their own
Endeavours. 16. Thofe that ofe not
their Children as mere Patients, only to
hear what their Parents fay, but ingage
them toconftant Endeavours of their own
for their own Good

j efpccially in the
Heading of Scripture, and the moft
luitable Books, and meditating on them
and daily perfonal Prayer to God
17- Lafily, Thofe that pray moft hear-
tily and believingly for

3

God s Grace,
and his

Blefling on their Endeavours
Such Mens Children are

ufually blefled.
. 4. But it is no wonder, where fuch

Means are negleded, much more when
Parents are ungodly, fleftly, worldly
^Perfons, and perhaps Enemies to a holy
Life, if the Children of fuch are igno-
rant,

deluded, ungodly, and drown d in
fleflily Lufb; and, alas, it is the Multi

tude
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titudepf fuch, and their fad Conditions,
which is the Occafion of my writing this

Epiftle.

$.5. i. We fee, to our Grief, that

many Children are of a flupid and un-
teachable Difpofition, and almoft uaca-
pable of Inihudtion, who yet can as

quickly learn to talk of common Mat
ters as other Perfons, and can as eafily
iearn a Trade, or how to do any ordina

ry Buflnefs. And though fome inconlide-
rate Perfons overlook the Cafuality of
the more immediate Parents Sins, in fuch

Judgments on their Children, as if it

were only Adam s Sin that hurt them,
1 have elfew here proved that this is their

great and dangerous Miftake. As David s

Child died for the Father s Sin, the Chil
dren of Gluttons, Drunkards, Fornicators,
oft contract fuch Bodily Difterapers as

greatly tend to ftupify or further vitiate

the Mind. And their Souls may have
fad Additions to the common human Pra-

vity.

2. Accordingly many Children have
more violent Paffions, and carnal Defires,
than otheis, which run them into wicked

Ways impetuoufly, as if they were almoft

Brutes, that had no Reafon or lower to

vefifr. And all Words and Corrections

are



arc to them of little force, but they are

as Blocks, that when you have frid and
done what you can, go away as if they
had not heard you.

3. And fome have Crofs and Crooked

Natures, addi&ed to that which is naughty
and the more, by how much the more

&quot;you
do contradict them : Froward and

Obftinate, as if it were a defired Victory
to them to overcome their Parents, and

efcape all that would make them Wife
and Good: Dogged, Sour, Proud, Self-

willed, and utterly Difobedient.

4, And too many have fo great an En
mity and Averfenefs to all that is Holy,
Spiritual and Heavenly, that they are

weary to hear you talk of if, and you
perfuade them to learn to Read, to Pray,
to Meditate, or Confider, as you per-
fuade a fick Man to the Meat which he
doth loath, or a Man to dwell with thofe

that he hateth. They have no Appetite
to fuch Things, no Pleafure in them ;

when you have faid all of God, and

Chrift, and Glory, they believe il not,
or they favour it not : They are Things
above their Reach and Love, yea, Things
againft their Carnal Minds : You tire

them worfe than if you talk dina ftrange

Language to them, fuch Enmity is in the

B Heart
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Heart of corrupted Man to God and Hea

ven, till the Grace of thegreat Reconciler
overcome it by a new Life, and Light, and
Love.

5. And when Cuftoni is added to all

thefe vicious Difpofitions, alas, what
Slaves and Drudges of Satan doth it make
them ! For inftance,

i. Some are fo corrupted with the

Love of Sport ,
that Gaming or Stage- Play j,

or one fuch Foolery or another, be-

cometh fo pleafant to them, that they
can understand or believe nothing that is

faid againfl it by God or Man } their

difeafed Phantafy hath fo conquered
Reafon, that they cannot reflrain them-
felves

*,
but in their Callings and in Religi

ous Exercifes they are weary, and long
to be at their Sports, and muft be gone j

neither God, nor Holinefs, nor the Joys
of Heaven, are half fo fvveet to their

Thoughts as thefe are : For they have that

Mark of Mifery, 2 Tim. 3. 4. They are

Lovers of Pleafures more than Lovers of God.

The fame I fay of finful Mirth, and the

Company which doth cherifh it. Little

do they believe Solomon, Ecclef. 7. 2, 3,

4, It it better to go to the Houfe of Mourn-

ing, than to go to the Houfe of Feafting^ for

that
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that vs the End of all Men^ and the Living
will, lay it to his Heart Sorrow Is better

than Laughter , for by the Sadnefs of the

Countenance the Heart vs made better:

The Heart of the Wife w in the Houfe of

Mourning, but the Hearts of Fools M in

the Houfe of Mirth. It w better to hear

the Rebuke of the Wife^ than for a Man to

hear the Song of Fools : For as the crackling

of Thorns under a Pot, fo is the Laughtw
of Fools.

It s true, that Mirth is very defirable

to Nature : And God is not againfb it,

but much more for ic y than Sinners will

believe : But it is a rational Mirth which
befeemeth a rational Creature ; and fuch

as he can juftify, and as will make him
better, and tends to Felicity, and ever-

lafling Mirth } and not the cauflefs

Mirth of Mad Men, that fet their Houfe
on fire, and then laugh and flog over
it ; nor like the Mirth of a Drunken
Man, whofe Shame expofeth him to

Pity or Derifion } nor any fuch Mirth as

leadeth a Man from God to Sin, and

keepeth him from the Way of Manlike
and Everlafting Joy, and pcepareth for
the greateil Sorrows.

B 2 2. There
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a. There are fome fo enflaved to their

Appetites, that their Reafon hath no
Power to rule them , but, like Brutes,
they muft needs have what the Belly and
Throat defireth :

^And if they be the
Children of the Rich, who have always
full and pleafant -Food, conflant Fleih-

pleafing, and true Gluttony, is taken
for no Sin-, and, like Swine, they do
but Jfc to eat, whtreas they fhould

but eat to live, and chearfully ferve

God.
But it s never fo dangerous as when it

turneth to the Love of Drink ; then the

pleating of the Throat and the pleafing
of the Brain by Mirth going together, do
fo much corrupt the Appetite and Fanta-

fy, that their Thoughts run after it, and

Reafon hath no Power to fhut their

Mouths, nor keep them from the Houfe
of Sin. Some fin again ft an accufing

Confcience, and under their Convictions

and Terrors do drink on, which yet they
could forbear if they knew there were
Poifon in the Cup. Some are more mi-

Terable, and have finned themfelves into

.earednefs of Confcience, and pa ft feel

ing, and perhaps into Infidelity ; and a

blinded Mind, perfuading them that

there



there is no great Harm or Danger in the

Sin, and that it is but fome precife Peo

ple that make fo great a Matter of it :

And fume that have Purpofes to forfake

the Sin, when Appetite ftirs, forget it all j

and when Company enticetb, and when

they fee the Cup, they have no Power

to forbear. O what a pitiful Sight it is,

to fee Men in the Flower of Youth and

Strength, when they mould molt rejoice

in God and Holinefs, to be ftill thirfty

after a forbidden Pleafure, and hafting to

the Tavern or Akhoufe, as a Bird to the

Snare of the Fowlerr and fweetly and

greedily fwallowing the poifonous Cup
which God forbiddeth ! And that falfe

Repentance which Conference and Expe
rience force them to fometimes, is for

gotten the next Day, when the Tempta
tion is renewed . Yea, the Throat-Mad-

nefs, and the Mmy and Eelly-Devils, are

within them a continual Temptation,
which the miferabie Slaves cannot reflft.

3. And thefe beaftly, . flefhly Sins, do

ufually make them weary of their Cal

lings, and of any honeft Labour : The
Devil hath by this time got pofleffion of

their Thoughts by the Biafs of Delight
and finfal Luft j

and they are thinking
B 3 of



of Meat, or Drink, or Play, or merry
Company, when they faould be diligently
at Work-, and fo Idlenefs^ becomes the
Nurfery of Temptation, and of all their
other Vice, as well as a conftant Sin of

Omifijcn, and lofs of hafly precious Time.
And Cuftom incrcafeth the Habits, and
.maketh them good for nothing, and like

dead Men to all tfcst Life is given them
for, and only alive tcprepare by Sin for
endlefs Mifery.

4. And ufoally Pride alto takes its Part
to make the Sin of Sodom in them corn-

pleat, Eztk. 16. 49. Pride, Fulnefs^ and

Jdlenefs. They that muft be in their

jovial Company, muft not fecm defpi-
cable among them, but muft be in the
Mode and Fafliion, whatever it coft j

left the Image of the Devil, and his

Victory over them, fiiould not be perfed,
if Pride were left out, how unreafona-

ble foever.

5. And by this time they have (ufually
here amongft the Rich and Idle) a further

Step towards Kell to go, and yet a deep
Gulf to fall into 5 Flefhty Lnjl next entan-

gleth them in immodeft Conveyfe with

Women, and thence into filthy Fornica

tion, and fo tbcy go on a& an Ox to the

Slaughter, and a Fool to the Corre&ion of

the
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the Stocks, and know not that it it for their

Lives. Prov. 7. 21, 22, 23. 7V0 tfoy

mourn at I aft (perhaps) ben Flefb and

Body are confumed, and fay, How have

I bated InftrucJion,
and my Heart defpifed

.Reproof, and have not obeyed the Voice ofmy
Teachers, nor inclined my Ears to them that

inflrutted me ? I wfo almoft in all Evil,

&c. Prov. 5.
1 2,13, i4 And tis well

for the Wretches if this Repentance be

true, and in time, that though die Flefh

be deftroy d, the Spirit may be faved :

For Solomon faith, Prov. 2. 18, 19. He?

Houfe inclineth to Death, and her Paths

to the Dead : None that go unto her re

turn again, neither take they hold of the

Paths of Life. God, I doubc not, ie-

covereth fame, but the Cafe is dan

gerous : For though Age and Sicknefs

cure Luft, ufually before that the Coii-

fcience is feared and debauched, and they

being paft feeling, work Vnclettanefs with

Greedinefs, and forfaking God, are fo f &amp;gt;r-

faken by him, that ail other Sin, Senfua-

lity, arid Enmity againft a holy Life,

prevaileth ^gainft; fcfoim, and the wadean

Devil lets in many aaort,

B 4 6. Ailci
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6. And when all thefe Sins have en-

flaved fenfual Youths, they muft have

Money to maintain them j and if they
have it not of their own, and be not the

Sons of great Men, that will maintain

them in the Service of the Flefh, they
jnufl fteal to get it, which ufualiy is

either by thievifli borrowing when they
cannot pay, or by robbing their Parents

or Mailers. If all the Mafters in London
knew what Thieves their Apprentices
Vices are, for their own fakes they would
take greater Care to watch over them,
and keep them from ill Company, Drun-
kennefs and Plays, and would teach them
to feek Pleafure in gocd Books, good
Company, and ferving God. Wifdom
might have prevented this , but if the

Thorn be got into the Conference, it muft
come out ; and if the Poifon be fwallovv-

ed, it muft come up, what Gripes foever

the Vomit coft. There is nopkying with

Hell-fire, nor jefting with the Juftice of

the moft Holy God. One penitent Re
view of flefhly Luft, and finful Pleafure,
and Falfhood, and Deceit, (though whole-
fome if true and timely) will turn it all

into Gall and Wormwood j for the end
of finful Mirth is Sorrow.

7. And
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7. And toD many there be that efcape
the grofs and difgraceful part of the

forefaid Senfuality and Unrighteoufnefs ,

that yet do but; chufe another Idol, and
feC themfelves wholly to rife in the

Worlds and Riches, Preferment, and Ho

nour, have almoft all their Hearts and

Care : That have no Delight in God and

Holinefs } nor doth the State of their

Souis, or the Thought of their E 11 Had

ing State, affect them in any meafure,

according to its unfpeakable Weight, nor

fo much as thefe Shadows which they

purfue. And when great Travellers, that

have feen much of the World, and Old

Men, and Dying Men, that have had all

thac it can do, are forced by Experience to

call all Vanity and Vexation } unexperi
enced Youths, that are taken up with the

Hopes of long Profperity, and Proviflon

for all that the Flelh defireth, have other

Thoughts of it, and will not know that

it is deceitful Vanity, till it hath deceived

them of their chiefeft Hope and Trea-
fure. And when they have overtaken the

Shadow which tbey purfue fo greedily,

they find it what others have done before

them, the fleeter the more dangerous,
and the parting will be the more bitter.

Whereas had they fought firftGod s Ring-
B 5
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dom and its Righteoufnefs, and Six Days
laboured in Obedience to God, and re

ferred all Corporal Blefiings to Spiritual

Ufes, and Everlafting Ends, taking them
as from God, to ferve him by them, they

might have had enough as an Overplus to

their fatisfying Treafure.

CHAP. V.

How fad a Cafe it is that I baw de

fcribed.

I
Have told you the very lamentable

Cafe of too many Young Men, efpe-

cially Rich Mens Sons j I told you before

of what Concern the State of Youth is

to themfelves and others. Ftom thence

(and alas from fad Experience) it s eafy
to gather the dohfulnefs of the Cafe of

thofe that are drowned in flefhly Lull,

and have finned themfdres into the Guilt

and Danger which I have defcribed. But

I will name fome Parts of the Mifery
more particularly again.

. i.
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i Review the Second Chapter, and

think what a doleful Cafe this is to your

fdves.
i. Do you not know that you are not

Beads, but Men ? That have Reafon gi

ven them to know, and love, and ferve

their Miker ? And how fad is it to fee a

Man forget all this, and wilfully brutify

himfelf? Were the Poet s
Fiftipns

true

of Men turned into Trees, and Birds, and

Beafts, how fraail were the Mifery in

comparifon of yours ? But for a reafona-

ble Creature to fubjeft himfelf to flelhly

Appetite, and wilfully degrade his Soul

to the Rank of Brutes, is worfe than if

he had been made with the Body and

the Unreafonablenefs of Brutes. Are

you capable of no better Things than

thefe?
. 2.* And what an odious Thing is it,

when God hath chofen you out of the

World to be Members of his vifible

Church, and given you the great Privi

lege of early Entrance into his Holy

Covenant, and wafti d you in the Laver

of vifible Regeneration, and you are vow

ed toChrift, renouncing the Luftsof the

Flefh, the World, and the Devi!, that

you might follow a Crucified Chrift in

the Way of Holinefe to Everlafting Life,
that



that you mould fo foon prove falfe, per
fidious Traitors and Rebels againft him
that is your only Hope, and by Wicked-
nefs and Covenant-breaking make your
Sin greater than that of Infidels, Turks
and Heathens, that never were taken in

to the Church and Covenant of Chrift,
nor ever broke the Vows which you have

broken, nor fo caft away the Mercies

which you had received.

, 3. And what a doleful Cafe is it,

that fo much of your Minds, and Love,
and Delight, which were all made for

God, fhould be fomif employed, even in

your Strength, when they fhould be moft

Vigorous, and all worfe than caft away
on Filth and Folly? If your Souls be

more worth than your Money, it is more

Folly and Lofs to mif-employ and abufe

your Sculs, your Reafon, Love, nd your

Delight, than to abufe or caft away your
Money. And what a Traitor or Mur
derer deferveth, that would give his Mo
ney to hire one to kill the King, or his

Neighbour, I fuppofe you know } and

what &amp;lt;leferveth he that will ufe not only
his Money, but himfelf, his Soul, his

Thoughts, his Love, his Defire and Plea-

fure, againftthe moft Glorious God that

made him ? That you cannot hurt him, is

no



no Thanks to you--, while you break hts

Laws, and deny him your Love and Duty,
and love more that one Thing which only
he hatetb, and will never be reconciled

to.

$. 4. And how doleful a Cafe is it,

that all the Care, and Love, and Labour,
of your Parents, Matters, and Teach

ers, fhould be loft upon you ? God hath
made all this their great Duty for your
Good ; and will you defpife God and

them, and wilfully for nothing rejedt it

all ? Shall all the Pain of a Child-bearing
Mother, and all her Trouble and Labour
to breed you up, and all your Parents
Care to provide for you, be but to breed

up a Slave for the Flefh, the World, and
the Devil, and a Firebrand for Hell ? Shall

godly Parents Prayers for you, and

Teachitg and Counfel of you, and all

their Defire and Care for your Salvation,
be defpifed by you, and all forgotten
and caft away for a fwinifh Luft ?

.
5. And how doleful a Cafe is it,

that fo much of fo fliort a Life fhould be

loft, and a Thoufand times worfe than

loft, even turned into Sin, to prepare for

Mifery, when alas the longeft Life is

little enough for our Important Work,
and



and quickly goite, and the Reckoning
and Judge are hard at hand ? All the

Wealth, Wit, or Power in the World
cannot bring or buy you back one Hour
of all that precious Time which you
now fo bafely cad away. O how glad
would you^be of a little of it e er long,
on the Terms that now you have it,

when you lie dying, and perceive that

your Souls are unready to appear before
a Righteous God ! Then, O for One Year
more of precious Time ! O that you knew
how to call again the Time which you
caft away on Sin ! You will then perceive
with a terrified Confcience that Time
was not fo little worth as you once

thought it, nor given you for fo bafe a

Work , yea, if God in Mercy bring you
hereafter to true Convedion, O how it

will wound your Hearts to thitik how
much of your Youth was fo madly calt

away, while your God, your Souls, and

Everlafling Hopes, were all negle&ed
and defpifed !

. 6. And alas, if you fhould be cut

off in that unholy, miferable Eflate, no
Heart on Earth can fufficiently bewail

your Cafe ! How many Thoufand die

young, that proraifed themfeives longer
Pleafure in Sin, and Repentance after it ?

O
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O foolifh Sinners I Cannot you fo long
borrow the life of your Reafon, as to
think ferioufly whither you muft go next ?

Do you never think when the Small-Pox,
or a Fever, hath taken away one of

your Companions, whither it is that his

Soul is gone ? Have you your Wit for

nothing but to tafte the Sweetnefs of
Drink or Lull, which is as pleafant to

a Dog or Swine as to you ? O little do

you know what it is to die ! What it is

for a Soul to leave the Body, and enter

into an endlefs World ! To come to Judg
ment for all his Sins, and all his ill-fpene

Days and Hours, and for chufing the

Pleafures of a Swine before Heaven,
and the Pleafures of a Saint. Little

know you what it is for Devils prefently
to take away to Hell a wretched Soul,
which they have long deceived. I tell

you, the Thought of appearing before

God, and Chrift, and Angels, in another

World, and entringon an endlefs State,
is fo dreadful, even to many that have

fpent their Lives in Holy Preparation,
and are indeed in a fafe Condition, that

they have much ado to overcome the
Terror of Death. O then in what a

Cafe is a wicked, unpardoned, unprepa
red



red Wretch, when his guilty Soul mull:

be torn from his Body, and dragged in

Terror to hear IES Doom, and fo to the

dreadful Execution ? Sinners ! Is this a

light Matter to you ? Doth it not concern

you? Are you not here mortal? Do you
not know what Flelh is, and what a

Grave is ? And are not your abufed Souls

Immortal? Are you fo mad as to forget
this? Or fo bad as not to believe it?

Will your not believing it make void the

Juftice and the Law of God, and fave you
from that Hel), which only believing
could have faved you from ? Will not the

Fire burn you, or the Sea drown you, if

you can but run into it drunk or wink

ing ? Is Feeling, remedilefi Feeling ,
eafl-

er than Believing God in time ? Alas \

What fhould your Believing Friends do
to fave you? They fee by Faith whither

you are polling : They forefee your Ter
ror and undone Cafe, aod fain, if pofli-

ble, they would pi event it ; but they
cannot do it without you. If you will

not confent and help your felves, it is not
the holiefl nor wifefl Friends in the

World that can help you. They would

pull you out of the Fire in Fear, and ouc
of the Mouth of the roaring Lion, bu

you will not be delivered ! They call and

cry



cry to you, O fear God, and turn to him

while there is Hope , and you will not

Jet Confcience and Reafon be awakened :

but thofe that go a flee p to Hell will be

paft fleeping there for ever. O run not

madly into the everlafting Fire.

. ? And indeed your flcepy Security
and Prefurnption doth make your Cafe

more dangerous in itfelf, and more piti

ful to all that know ir. O what a Sight
is it to fee a Man go merry and laughing
towards Damnation, and make a Jeft of

his own undoing ? To fee him at the

Brink of Hell, and will not believe it ?

Like a Mad Man boafting of his Wit, or

a Drnnken Man of his Sobriety.
But becaufe I touch d much of this

in the Second Chapter, I will pafs by
the reft of your own Concerns, and a

little further confider how fad the Cafe
of fuch wretched Youths is alfo unto

others.

. 8. And if Parents be Wife and God
ly, and underfland fuch Childreas Cafe,
what a Grief muft it needs be to their

Hearts to think that they have begot
and bred up a Child for Sin and Hell,
and cannot make him willing to prevent
it ? To fee their Counfel fet at nought,

their
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their Teaching loft, their Tears defpi-

fed, and an obflinate Lad feem wifer to!

himfelf than all his Teachers, even when!
he is fwallowing the Devil s Bait, and!

cruelly murdering his own Soul.

. 9. But if they be wicked Parents,
and as bad themfelves, the Mifery is far

greater, tho they yet feel it not : For,
1. As the Thief on the Crofs faid to his

Companion, Luke 23. 40, 41. Thou art

in ibe fame Condemnation, and we fuffer

jufttyj for we receive the due Reward of our

Deeds. Wicked Parents, and wicked

Children, are in the fame Gall of Bitter-

nefs, and Bond of Iniquity: They finned

together, and they mult fufFer for ever

together, if true Faith and Conirerfion

do not prevent it.

2. And it is their Wickednefs which
was much of &quot;the Cnufe of their Children*

Sin and Mifery : And their own deep
Guilt will be more to them than their

Childrens Suffering. God and Conference

will fay to them e er long, [_O cruel Pa
rents ! That bad no Mercy on your Children^

oryouY felves ! What did Nature teach you
to love more than your felves and your
Children ? And would you wilfully and ob-

ftinately be the Ruin of both ? You Would not

have done ay the mad Idolaters^ that offered
their
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their Children in Fire to Moloch , and mil

you offer them by Sin to Satan, and to Hell ?

Had a Serpent ftung them, or a Bear de

voured them, they had done but according to

their Nature : But was it natural in you to

further their Damnation? This wot Work
too bloody for a Cannibal, too cruel for an

Enemy, fitter for a Devil than a F&her or

Mother, As ytiur Child bad from you his

vicious Nature^ tt TTM your Part to have

endeavoured.hu&amp;gt; Sanftification and Recovery :

Tou fhould have taught him bctime to know

the Corruption of hvs Nature, and to feek

and beg the Grace of Chrifl *,
to know bis

Cod, his Duty, the Evil of Sin, the Danger
of Temptations, and hte everlafting Hopes
and Fears : Tou fhould have taught him to

know what Man hath done againft^
himfelf, by

difobeying and departing from hv$ God, and

what Jefus Chrift hath done for hi* Redemption,
and what be himfelf muft do to be faved :

Tou fhould have taught him early how to live,

and how to die, and what to /&, and what

to fhun : You fhould have given him the Ex
ample of a Haly and Heavenly Mind and

Life : Tou fhould have watched over him for

bis Safety, and unweariedly injlrutted him

for hvs Salvation. But you led him the Way
to defpife God s Word, and fet light by Cbrift,

and Holinefs, and Heaven, to bate Jnftruc-
tion
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tion and Reprosf^ tofpendthe Lord s Day in

Idlenefs &r Worldly Vanity^ and tofickfirft
the World, and the Profterity of the Body^
andglut the Flefb witbftnful Pkafure.
He that is once a Slave to Satan and his

fiefhly Luft, is ready for Preferment, or

a Reward, to be a Slavs to the Luft of

any other. He that is falfe to his God
and Saviouiv after his B*ptifmal Vows,
is unlike to be true to his Chantry, or his

King, if he have but the Bait of a ftrong

Temptation : And he that will fell his

Soul, his God, and Heaven, fora Whore,
or for to pleafe his Appetite, it s like will

not ftick to betray Church or State, or his

deareft Friend, for Provifion to iatisfy
thefe Lulls. Can you exped that he
fhould love any Man better than himfelf ?

Will he fuffer much for God or his Coun
try, who will fell Heaven for nothing ?

An evil Tree bringeth forth evil Fruit.
If he hath the Heart of an Achan, a Ge-

bat.i, an ^chitopkel, no wonder if he hath
their AdHons and their Reward. If he be
a Thief, and bear the Bag, no wonder if

fell his Mafter.

CHAP.
.
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C HAP. VI.

The Joyful State and BleJJing of good
Children to themselves and others.

. i.
Y~p ROM what is faid, Chap. 2 , nnd

Jt/ 5. it s eaiy to gather how joy
ful a Cafe to themfelves, and what a

Bleflingto Parents and others, it is, when
Children betime are fober, wife, and god
ly, and obedient. The difference doth
moft appear at Age, and when they
come to bring forth to themfelves and
others the Fruits of their Difpofitions ,

and the End and Life to come will (hew
the greateft Difference : But yet even

here, and that betime^ the difference is

very great.

^ f 2. I. As to themfelves: How blef-

fed a State is it to be quickly delivered

from the Danger of Damnation, and God s

Difpleafure, that they need not lie down
and rife in Fear, left they be in Hell when
ever Death removeth em from the Body ?

Can one too foon be out of fo dreadful a

State ? Can one that is in a Houfe on

fire, or fallen into the Sea, make too much
hafte to be deliver d ? If a Man deep in

Debt be reftlefs till it be paid, and glad
when



when it is difcharged \ if a Man in Dan

ger of Sicknefs, or a condemning Sen

tence of the Judge, be glad when the

Fear of Death is over ; how glad fhould

you be to be fafe from the great Danger
of Damnation ? And till you are fanfti-

fied by Grace, you are far from Safety.

.3. And if a Man s Sicknef^ Pain or

Diftradion, be a Calamity, the Cure of

which brings Eafe and Joy 5 how much
more Eafe and Joy may it bring, to be

cured from all the grievous Maladies of

reigning Sin ? SanCtification will cure

your Minds of Spiritual Blindnefs and
Madnefs , that is, of damnable Ignorance,
Unbelief and Error : It will cure your
Affections of idolatrous, diftrading, car

nal Love ; of tte Jtch of flelhly De-
fires or Lulls j of the Fever of revenge
ful Paflions, and malignant Hatred to

Goodnefs and good Men
&amp;gt;
and of felf-

vexing Envy and Malice againft others ;

of the greedy Worm of Covetoufnefs,
and the drunken Defire of ambitious and

imperious Minds: It will cure your Wills
of their ftclhly Servitude and Biafs,
and of that mortal Backwardnefs toGod :

and Holy Things, and that fluggifli Dul-
nefs and Lothnefs to chufe and do what

you are convinced mull be done : It will

make
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make good Things eafy and pleafant to

you :,
fo that you will no more think you

have need to beg Mirth from the Devi!,
or fteal it from Sin, as if God, Grace,
and Glory, had none for you : But it will

be fo eafy to you to love and find Plea-

fure in the Bible and good Books, in

good Company and good Difcourfe, in

Spiritual Meditations and Thoughts, in

Holy Sermons, Prayers and Church-Com
munion and Sacraments, even in Chrift,
in God, and the Fore-thoughts of Hea
ven ; that you will be forry and afliam d
to think that ever you forfook fuch Joys
for flefhly Pleafure, and defiled your Souls

with filthy and forbidden Things.
. 4. And certainly you cannot too fcon

attain the Delights ot Faith, and Hope,
and Love of Holy Knowledge and Com
munion with God and Saints : You can

not too foon have the great Blefiing of

Righteoufnefs, Peace, and Joy in the

Holy Ghoft, and live Night and Day in

Peace of Confcience, in Afibrance that

all your Sins are pardon d, and that you
are the adopted Sons of God, and Heirs

of Heaven, fealed by his Spirit, accepted
in your Prayers, welcome to God thro

Chrift, and when you die (hall be with

him:
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him : Can you make too great hafte from
the Folly and Filth of Sin, and the Danger
of Hell, into fo fafe and good a State as

this?

$ 5. And it will be a grest Comfort to

you thus to find at Age and life of Reafon

that your Baptifmal Bleffings ceafed not

with your Infancy by your own Rejection ,

but that you are now, by your own Con

tent, in the Bond of God s Covenant,
and have a Right to all the Blefiings of it,

which the Sacrament of Chrifl s Body and
Blood will confirm, as you had your En
trance by your Parents Confent and ac

cepted Dedication : For the Covenant of

Grace is our certain Charter for Grace

and Glory.
. 6. And is it not a Joy to you to be

your Parents Joy , to find them love you
not only as their Children, but as God s ?

$. 7. And O what a Mercy will you find

kwhen you come to Age and Bufinefsin

the World ! i. That you come with a

clear Confcience , not clogg d, terrified

and fhamed with the Sins of your Youth.

2. And that you come not utterly un-

furnifti d with the Knowledge, Righteouf-
nefs and Virtue, which you muft make
ufe of in every Condition all your Lives.

. 8.
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. 8. II. And you that are Young Men
can fcarce conceive what a Joy a wife and

godly Child is to his wife and godly Pa
rents ! Read but Prov. 10. i. and 13. i.

aad 17. 2, 25. and 19. 13,26. and 27. n.
and 23. 1

5, 19, 24, &c. The Prayers and
Infractions of your Parents are com
fortable to them, when they fee the happy
Fruit and Anfwer.

. 9. III. And O what a Mercy is it to
Church and State, to have our Poflerity

prove better than we have been, and do
God more Service than we have done,
and take Warning by our Faults to avoid
the like!

It is thefe that are God s Children, as

well as ours, that are the Bleffing fo often
mentioned in the Scripture 5 who will, as
the Recbabites, obey their Father s whole-
fome Counfels, rather than their Luffs
and carnal Companions, and God before
all ; Wbo walk not in the Ccunfel of the Vn*
godly, nor ftand in tbe Way of Sinnen%
nor fit in tbe Seat of tbe Scornful : But
their Delight to in tbe Law of the Lord;
and in that Law they meditate Day and

Night, Pfalm r. Lo, fuch Children are
an Heritage of the Lord

j fuch Fruit of the

Womb is hi* Reward. They are at Ar
rows in tbe Hand of a mlgbt^ Man s

C



15 the MM that hath his Quiver full of them.

They [hall not be afhamed, but they fbaft

/peak with the Enemies in the Gate, Pfal.

127. 3, 4? 5-
g

Were it not for wife

&amp;lt;and godly Children to fucceed us, Re

ligion and Peace, and all Publick Good,
would be but as we frail Mortals are,
like the Grafs or Flowers, of a few!

Days or Years continuance ; and the Dif

ference between a Church and no Church,
1

between a Kingdom of ChrifHans and of

Infidels, would be but like the Diffe

rence between our Waking and our Sleep

ing Time } fo fhort as would make it the

lefs confiderable.

CHAP. VII.

Vndeniable Reafonsfor Repentance andfpeedy
Amendment of thofe that have lived a

fiefhly and ungodly Life : By wt*y of
bortation.

. i. A NDnowthe Commands ofGod,
jt~\, the Love of my Country and

the Church, the Love of Piety, true Pro-

fperity
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fperity and Peace, and the Love of Man*

kind, even of your own Souls and Bo

dies, do all command me to become once
more an earnefl Suitor to the Youth of

this Land, efpedally of London, who
have hitherto mifcarried, and lived a

fleflily fmful Life. Thoufands fuch as

you are dead in Sin, and paft our Warn
ing, and paftall Hope and HeJpfor ever,
Thoufands that laugh d at Judgment
and Damnation, are now feeling that

which they would not believe. By the

great Mercy of God it is not yet the Cafe
of you who read thefe Words : but how
foon it may be, if you are yet unfanftify d,

you little know : Oh that you knew
what a Mercy it is to be yet alive, and
after fo many Sins and Dangers, to have
one to warn yon, and offer you Salva

tion, and to be yet in Poffibility, and in

a State of Hope ! In the Name of Chrift,
I mod earneftly entreat you a little

while try to ufe your Reafon, and ufe it

feriouOy, in retir d, fober Confideration,
tiil you have firft well perus d the whole
Courfe of your Lives, and remembred
what you have done, and how, till you
have thought what you have got or loft by
finning , aad why you did it ; and wfas-

ther it was jvjftifiable Reafon which led

C 2 you
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you to it, and fuch as you will fland to

in your fober Thoughts ^ yea, fuch as

you will Hand to before God at laft.

Confider ferioufly what comes next, and
whither you are going, and whether!

your Life have fitted you for your Jour

ney s End, and how your Ways will be;
review d e er long, and how they will^

appear to yon, and tafte at Death, Judg-
j

ment, and in the World to come : Hold
j

on, and think foberly a little while what
is in your Hearts, and what is their Con-

j

dition j what you moft love, and what !

you hate^ and whether God or
finful|

Pleafure be dearer and more delightful to I

you j and how you (land affe&ed and re- !

lated to the World that you are very near.

Sure Reafon would be Reafon if you
would but nfe it , fure Light would come
in if you would not (hut the Windows,
and draw the Curtains on you, and ra

ther chufe to deep in Darknefs. Is there

nothing within you that grudgeth at your
Folly, and threatneth you for being wil- I

fully befides your felves? If you would
but fpend one half Hour in a Day era
Week in fober thinking whither you are

going, and what you have done, and
what you are, and what you mutt fhort-

\

ly fee and be, how could you chafe but

be



( 5?)
be deeply offended with your felves for

living like Men quite void of Underftan-

ding, againft your God, againft your
felves, againft ail the Ends and Obliga
tions of Life, and this for nothing ?

But it maybe the Diftinftnefs of your
Consideration may make it the more
effectual : And if I put my Motives by
way of Queftions, will you conflder theni

till you have well anfwerM them all ?

$. 2. gueft. i. Are you not fully con-
vinc d that there is a God of infinite Pow
er, Knowledge and Goodnefs, who is the

perfeft Governour of all the World ? God
forbid that any of you fhould be fo bad,
fo mid, as ferioufly to doubi of this,
which the Devils believe, while they
would draw you to Unbelief. To doubt
of a perfed governing God, is to winlc

and doubt whether there be a Sun ; to

flop your Ears againft: the notorious TefM-
mony of Heaven and Earth, and every
Creature: You may next doubt whether
there be any Thing, if you doubt of God;
for Atoms and Shadows are hardlier per-
ceiv d with certainty, than the Earth,
the Heavens, and Sun.

Queft* 2,. And if yon believe that there
is a governing God, do you not believe
that he hath governing Laws or Notifica-

C 3 tions
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tionsof his Will

^
and that we owe this

God more fall, more abfolute, exat Obe
dience, than can be due to any Prince on
Earth

-,
and greater Love than to our dear-

ell Friend, he being infinitely Good, and
Loveitfelf? Can you owe more to your
Fleff), or to any, than to your God thaC
made you Men, by whom you have Life,
and Health, and Time, and all the Good
that ever you received ? And can you give
him too much Love and Obedience ? Or
can you think that you need to fear being
Lofers by him? And that your faithful

Duty ihould be in vain ?

Oucfl. 3. hit God that needeth you, or

you that need him ? Can you give him

any Thing thathe wants? Or do you want
what he hath to give? Can you live an
Hour without him ? Or be kept without
him from Pain, Mifery Or Death ? Is it

not for your own Need, and your own
Good, that he requireth your Service ?

Do you know what his Service is? 1C is

thankfully to receive his greatefl Gifts ,

to take his Medicines to fave your Souls ;

to feaft on his prepared Comforts. He
calls you to far better and needfuller

Obedience for your felves. than when you
command your Child to take his Meat,
or wear his Clothes \ or when he is fick,

to



to take a neceflary Remedy. And is fuch

Obedience to be refufed ?

Queft. 4, Hath not Nature taught you
to love your felves? Surely you cannot be

willing to be damned, nor be indifferent

whether you go to Heaven or Hell. And
can you believe that God would fet you
on that which would do you hurt, and

that the Devil is your Friend, and would

fave you from him ? Can you believe that

to pleafe your Throat and Luft till Death
fnatch away your Souls to Judgment,
is more for your own. Good than to live

herein Holincfs, and the Love of God,
and hereafter to live for ever in Glory ?

Do you think you have lived as if you
truly loved your felves, or as Self-de-

ftroyers ? All the Devils in Hel), or Ene
mies on Earth, could never have done fo

much againft you, as by your Senfuality,

Ungodlinefs and Sloth, you have donfc

againft: your felves. Oh poor Sinner, as

ever thou wouldft have Mercy from God
in thy Extremity, be entreated to fhew

fome Mercy on thy felf!

gueft. ?. Hath not Nature deeply

taught all the World to make a great Dif

ference between Virtue and Vice, between

Moral Good and Evil ? If the Good and

Bad do not greatly differ, whaE makes all

C 4 Man-



Mankind, even the Sons of Pride, to b

fo impatient of being called or accounted

Bad, and love to be accounted Wife and
Good ? How tenderly do moll Men bear!

Reproof, or to hear that they do amiis?
To be cabled a Wicked Man, a Lyar, a

perjured Man, a Knave, how ill is it ta-j

ken by all Mankind ? This certainly prov-i
eth that the Confcience of the great Dif
ference between the Good and Bad is a

common natural Notice. And will not
God make a greater Difference, who bet

ter knoweth it than Man ?

Queft. 6. If God had only commanded ;i

you Duty, even a holy, righteous and fb- J

ber Life, and forbidden you the contrary,
and had only bid you feek Everlafting Hap-
pinefs, and made you no Promife of it,

fhould you not in Reafon feek it cheei ful

ly in Hope ? Our Folly leadeth us to do
much in vain-, but God fetteth no Man
on any vain Employment: If he do but

bid you refift Temptation, mortify Luft,

learn his Word, pray to him, and praife

him, you may be fure it is not to your Lofs ;

a Reward you may be fure of, if you knew
not what it will be : Yea, if he fet you up
on the hardeft Work, or to pafs the great-
eft Danger, or ferve him at thedeareft

Rate, or lofe your Eftate for him, and Life

itfelf,
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*Jtfelf, what Perfons can fear being Lofers

by obeying God ? Yea, the deareil Ser

vice hath the greateft Rewaru : But when
he hath moreover afcertained your Re
ward by a Promife, a Covenant, fworn
and fealed by his Miracles, by Chrifl s

Blood, by his Sacraments, by his Spirit^
if yet yon will be ungodly becaufe you
cannot trufl him, you have no Excufe.

Queft. 7. Do you know the Difference

between a Man and a Brute ? Brutes have

no Capacity to think of a God, and a Sa

viour, and a Life to come, and to know-
God s Law, and ftudy Obedience, and
fear Hell and Sin, nor Reafon to rule their

Appetites and Lufts, nor any Hope or Joy
in forefeen Glory , but Man is made ca

pable of all this : And can you think God
maketh fuch noble Faculties in vain ? Or
fhould we live like Brutes that have none
fuch?

Queft&amp;gt;%.
Do you not certainly know

that you muft die ? All the World cannot
hinder it j you muft die : And is it noc

near, as well as fure ? How fwifc is

Time ? Oh ! How quickly fhall we all

be at our Race and Warfare s End ? And
where then is the Pleafure of Pride, arid

Appetite, and Luft? Neither the difmal

, nor the Duft or Bones, retainer
C 5 tafte
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tafte it : And alas, the unconverted Soul

rouR pay for it for ever. And can you
think that fofhort a brutifh Pleafure, that

hath fo fure and fad an End, is worthy
the Grieving of your Friends, the Offend

ing God, the Hazard of your Souls, the

Lofs of Heaven, and the Suffering of
God s Juflice in Hell for ever ? O foolifh

Sinners ! I befeech you think in Time
how bad a Bargain you are making. O
what an Exchange ! For a filthy Luft or

fiefhly Pleafure, to fell a God, a Saviour,
a Comforter, a Soul, a Heaven, and all

your Hopes ?

Queft. 9. If the Devil or Deceivers

fhould make you doubt whether there be

any Judgment and Life to come, fhould

not the mere Poffibllity and Probability of

fuch a Day and Life be far more regarded

by you than all fleihly Pleafure, which is

certainly fhort and bafe ? Did you ever

hear a Man fo mad as to fay, I am fure

there is no Heaven or Htttfor Souls ? But you
are fure that your Flefh muft roc in a

dark Grave v you are fure that Death will

quickly put an end to all that this World
can afford you : Houfe and Land, and all

that now deceive poor Worldlings,will be

nothing to you } no more than if you had

aever feen them
3
fave the terrible Reckon

ing
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ug that the Soul muft make. Sport, and

Mirth, and Meat, and Drink, and filthy

Lulls, are ready all to leave you to the

final Sentence of your Judge : And is noE

even an uncertain Hops of Heaven more
worth than certain trcwfitory Vanity ? Is

not an uncertain Hell to be more feared

and avoided than the forfaking of thefe

certain Trifles and Deceits? Much more
when God hath fo certainly revealed to

us the Life to come.

Oueft. 10. Is it a wife and reafonable

Expedition, that the Righteous God
ihould give that Man Everlafting Glory,
who will not leave his Whores, his Drun-

kennefs, or the bafeft Vanity, for all his

Love, and for all his Mercies, for the

Sake of Chrift, nor for the Hopes of all

this Glory ? Heaven is the greateil Re
ward of Holinefs, and of the diligent
and patient Seekers of if, Heaven is the

greatelt Gift of the great Love of God ;

and can you believe that he will give i&

to the Slaves of the Devil, and to con

temning wilful Rebels ? May not you
next think that the Devils may be faved ?

If you fay thot God is Merciful, itV molt
true , and this will be the unconverted
Man s Damnation, that he would for a bafe

Luft offend fo Merciful a God, and fell

Ever-



Everlafting Mercy for nothing, and afcufe

fo much Mercy all his Life: Abufed and
Pvefufed Mercy will be the Fewel to feed

the Flames of Hell, and torment the

Confcience of the Impenitent for ever.

Doth not God know his own Mercy bet

ter than you do ? Can he not be Merciful,
and yet be Holy and Jufl ? Is the King
Unmerciful, if hemakeufe of Goals and
Gallows for Malefactors ? It s Mercy to

the Land to deftroy fuch as would dtftroy
others. The Bofom of Eternal Love is

not a Place for any but the Holy : The
heavenly Psradife is not like Mahomet s,

a Place of Lull and fenfual Delights.
You blafpheme the moft Juft and Holy
God, if you make him feem indifferent

to the Holy and the Unholy, to his faith

ful Servants, and to the Defpifers of his

Grace.

Quefi. n. If there were any Toffibility

thaTtinfanftified Souls mould be iandU
fied and faved in another World, is it not

a Madnefs to caft everlafling Life upon fo

great Uncertainty or lmprobability,when
we have Life, and Time, and Helps, to

make our Salvation fure ? God hath cal

led you to give all Diligence to make it

fure, 2, Pet. i. 10. He hath made infalli

ble Promifes of it to fanftified Believers :

He



He callcth you to examine and judge your

felves, 2 Cor. 13. $ And do you know
the Difference between Certainty and Un
certainty in fo great a Cafe ? Oh, none

can now fufficiently conceive what a Dif

ference there is between a Soul that is

going out of the Body with joyful Aflu-

rance that Chrift will prefently receive

him, and a Soul that in the Guilt of Sin

muft fay, I am going to an endlefs Life,

and know not but it may be an endlefs

Mifery ! I am here now, and know not

but 1 may be prefently with Devils that

here deceived me. A juft Fear of pafling

prefently to Hell-fire is a dreadful Cafe,
to be avoided above all earthly Sufferings,
Luke 12. 4. and 14. 33. much more when
God s Threatnings to the Impenitent are

moft fure.

gueft. 12. Do you think in your Hearts
that you have more Pleafure, and found

Content, and Peace in your Sports or

Riches, than true Believers have in God,
in Chrilt, in a Holy Life, and the Hopes
of Everldfling Glory? Judge but by the

Caufe. Is not the Love of that God that

is the Lord of Life, and Death, and All,
and the Pleafure of pleaflng him, and
the Senfe of Pardon and Mercy through
Chrift, and the firm Expectation of end-

left
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lefs Joy, by a Promife of God, fealed by
his Son, his Sacraments, and his Spirit ^

I fay, is not all this Matter more worthy
to rejoice a Soul than Money, and Meat,
and Drink, and Luft ? Have not you
thofe fecret Gripes of Confcience, when

you think that for all thefe Things you
rnuft come to Judgment, which much
abateth the Pleafure of your Sin? Had

you fpent that Time in feeking firft the

Kingdom of God, and its Righteoufnefs,
and in honeft obedient labouring in your

Callings, you need not have look d back

on it with the Gripes of an accufing Con
fcience. If you fee a true Believer for-

.rowful, it is not for ferving and obeying
God, or being holy, and hating Sin , but

for ferving God no better, and hating Sin

no more.

Queft. 13. Have you not oft fecret

Wilhes in your Hearts, that you were

in the Cafe of thofe Perfons that you

judge to be of the moft holy and heaven

ly Hearts and Conventions ? Do you
not think they are ia a far fafer and bet-

ter Cafe than you ? Unlefs you are for-

faken to blindnefs of Mind, it is certainly

fo. And doth not this Ihew that you
cbufe and follow that which is worfe,

when your Confcien$&amp;lt;s tell you it is

worfe,



worfe, and refufe that which your Con-
fciences tell you is beft ? But it is not fuch

fluggifh Wilhes that will ferve ; to lie

ftil), and live idle, and wi(h your felves

as Rich as the Induftrious, is not the

Way to make you fo.

Quefl. 14. At leaft, if you have no

fach Wiihes now, do you not think that

you (hall not wifh it at Death or Judg
ment ? Do not your Confciences now tell

you that you (hall Ihortly wi(h, O that I

had hated finful Pleafure ! O that I had

fpent my fhort Life in obeying and trufting
God ! Will yow not fay with Balaam,
Let me die the Death of the Right eons, and

let my lafl End be like hi* ? O that I were

in the Cafe of thofe that mortified the

Flefh, and lived to God, and laid not up
their Treafure on Earth, but in Heaven ?

And why chufe you not now that which

you know you fhall deeply wiih that you
had chofen ?

Queft* 15. I take it for granted, that

your merry, and fenfual, and worldling

Tempters and Companions deride all

this, and perfuade you to defpife it, as if

it were&quot; but needlefs, melancholy, trouble-

Tome Talk: But tell me, do you think

in Confdence that it is found Reafon

that they give you ? And fuch as ftiould
- -- 1. _ W _ . w _ -. r

fatisfy



fatisfy a fober Man that careth what be

comes of his Soul for ever? As Elias

faid to the Ifraelites, Why bait you between

iwo Opinions ? If the Lord be God, follow

hintj if Baal be God, follow him. If Money,
Preferment, Drink, and Luft be beft,
take it } but if God, Heaven, Chrift,

Faith, Hope, and Holinefs bebeft, at your

peril refufe them not, and halt no longer.
I fiippofe you fometime think of the Cafe,

(or elfe you are dead in Sin) I pray you
tell me, or tell your felves, which Caufe

feemeth beft upon the deefeft Thoughts and

Confederation
* But if you will take the

Laughter or Scorns of ignorant Sots in-

ftead of Reafon, and inftead of fober

Confideration, you are well worthy of

the Damnation which you fo wilfully
chufe.

Queft. 16. But if you think highly of

their Wit or Learning, who fin as you,
and who encourage and deceive you , I

pray you anfwer thefe two Queftions.
i. Which Side is Chrift, and his Pro

phets, and Apoftles, on ? Which Side doth
the Scriplure fpeak for? Which Way
went all the Saints whofe Names are

now honoured ? Were they for theflefhly
or thefpiritual Life? Were they for the

Love of Pkafures more than God ? Doth
Chrift



Chrift from Heaven teach you an earthly
or a heavenly Choice and Life? Did he

come to cherifh Sin, or to deftroy it, and

fave us from it ? You can make no doubt

of this, if ever you read or heard the

Bible. And,
2. Which do you think were the wifer

and better Men, and worthy to be believ

ed and followed ? Whether Chrift, and
all his Apoftles, and Saints, that ever

were in the World to this day, or the

Drunkards, and Whoremongers, and

Worldlings, who deride the Do&rine
fent from Heaven ? If there be a Heaven,
is Drunkennefs or Sobriety liker to be the

Way to it ? But if indeed you will take

the Mocks of a fwinifh Sot to be wifer

than God, than Chrift, than Prophets and

Apoftles, and all that ever went to Hea

ven, and their Jeers to be more credible

than all God s Word, what can a Man
fay to convince fuch Wretches with any
Hope?

Quefl. 17. I further ask you, Have you
not fotnefecret Purpofes hereafter to repent?
If not, alas, how far are you from it ?

And how forlorn is your Cafe ? But if

you have, Confcience is a Witnefs againft

you, that you chufe and live in that Cafe

and Courfe which you know is worft j

were



were It not worfl, you need not purpofe to

repent of it : And will you wilfully chufe
known Evil, when the very Nature of
Man s Will is to love Good ?

Queft. 1 8. And if you believe that the
Faithful are in a happier Cafe than you,
tell me, What hindereth yet but you may be

like them, and yet be happy as well as they ?

Is noE Mercy and Salvation proclaimed
and offered to you as freely as to them ?

Did any thing make you fo bad as you are,
buc your own Choice and Doing ? And
can any thing yet hinder you from Par
don and Salvation, if you your felves

were but truly willing? What if your Pa
rents were bad, and bred youupamifs?
God hath told you in ^. 18. and 33.
that if you will but do your own Part yet,
and take Warning, and avoid your Pa
rents Sin, and give up your felves un-

feignedly to him, he will fave you, what
ever your Parents were. What if Princes,
or Lords, or learned Men fliould be your

Tempters by Words or Example ? None
of them can force you to one Sin. God
is greater and wifer than they, and more
to be believed and obeyed, and your Sal

vation is not in any of their power.
What if your old Companions tempt:

you ?



you ? They can but tempt you, they can

not conftrain you to any Evil: All the

Devils in Hell, or Men on Earth, cannot
damn you, no, nor make you Sinners, if

you do it not your felves. Refufe nofc

Chrift, and he will not refufe you *,
and

when he is willing, if you be but willing,

truly willing to be faved from Sin and

Mifery, and to have Chrift, Grace and

Glory, in the life of the Means which
God hath appointed you, neither Earth
nor Hell can hinder your Salvation. Who
but your felves keep you from forfaking
the Company, Houfe, or Baits, which
have deceived you ? Who but your felves

keep you from lamenting your Sin, and fly

ing to Chrift, and begging Mercy, and giv

ing your felves to God ? If you think that

feriousChriftians are the Happieft, refufe

not to be fuch your felves ^ it will be your
own doing, your own wilful Qbftinacy, if

you periih. But of this I have already faid

more in my Call to the Unconverted.

Queft. 19. Dare you, deliberately refolve

or bargain to take your flefbly Pleafures for

your Part, inttead of all your Hofes of

Heaven ? I hope none of you are yet
fo mad. I think it is but few, if any,
of the Witches that make fo exprefs a

Bargain with the Devil j if they did, O
how
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how they would tremble when they fee

their Glafs almofl run out, and Death at

hand ! If you dare not make fach a Bar

gain in plain Words, O do not do the

fame in the Choice of your Hearts, and the

Pradice of your Lives, and deceive your
felves by tfeinking that you do knot when

you do. It is God, and not you, that

maketh the Conditions of Salvation and
Damnation. If you chufe that Life which
God hath told us is the Condition of

Damnation, and finally refufe that Life

which God hath made the Condition of

Salvation, it will in effeft be all one as

to chufe Damnation, and refufe Salvation.

He that chufeth deadly Poifon, or refufeth

his necefTary Food, chufeth Death, and

refufeth Life in effedt. God hath faid. If

ye live after the Fltfh^ ye /ball die ; but if by
the Spirit you mortify the Deeds of the Body^

you fhatt live: Rom. 8, Chrift tells yo j,

that unlefs you are born again and con
verted you cannot enter into his King
dom, Job. 3. 3, 5. Matt. 1 8, 3. and thafc

without Holinefs none /hall fee God. Refufe

thefe, aqd chufe the World and finful

Pleafures, and you refufe Salvation, and
(hall have no better than you chufe. What
you judge belt, chufe refoivedly, and do
not cheat your felves.



Queft. 20. Have you no natural Love
to your Parents, or your Country ? O
what inhuman Cruelty is it to break the

Hearts of thofe from whom you had

your Being, and who were tender of you
when you could not help your felves ?

And if after all this you prove worfe than

Brutes, and become the Grief of their

Souls that thus bred, and loved, and
nourifhed you, do you think God will

not at laft make this far fadder to you
than ever it was to them ? If Cruelty to
an Enemy, much more to a Stranger, to
a Neighbour, to a Friend, be fo hateful

to the God of Love, that it goeth not

unrevenged j O what will unnatural

Cruelty to Parents bring upon you? Yea,
even in this Life ^ as honouring Father

and Mother hath a fpecial Promife of

Profperity and long Life, fo difhonouring
and grieving Parents is ufually punifhed
with fome notable Calamity, as a Fore

runner of the great Revenge hereafter.

And you cannot but perceive that fuch

as live in Senfuality, and Lull, and Wick-

ednefs, are the great Troublers ofChurch
and State : God himfelf hath faid

it,

Therein no Peace to the Wicked, Ifa. 48. 52.
and 5 7. 21. For the Wicked are like the

troubled Sea when it cannot refl, whofe
Waters



Water* cap up Mi*e and Dirt : 7%*re w
no Peace, faith my God, to the Wicked,
v. 22. Ifa. 59. 8. The Way of Peace they

know not , there no Judgment in their

Goings : They have made them crooked

Paths ; whofoever goetb therein, /ball not

know Peace. They give no Peace to

others, and God will deny Peace to

themfelves ; yea, the Nature of their

own Sin denieth it them, as broken Bones,
and griping Sicknefs, deny Eafe to the

Body. And can you think you fliall be

come the Shame of the Church, and the

Troublers of the Land, and that God will

not trouble you for it ? If you will be E-
nemies of God and your Country, you
will prove the foreft Enemies to your
felves.

And who is the Gainer by all this ?

No one in the World ; unlefs you will

call it the Devil s Gain, to have his ma
licious cruel Will fulfilled : And fure the

pleafing the Devil, and a fiefhly Luft,

Fancy or Appetite, can never compenfate
all your LofTes, nor comfort you under
the Sufferings which you wilfully bring

upon your felves.

The Reafon I thus deal with you
by way of Queflion, is, that I may, if

poftible, engage your own Thoughts in

an-



anfwering them, for I find molt are apt-
eft to learn of themfelves : And indeed,
without your felves, and your own feri-

ous Thoughts, we cannot help you to

true Underftanding. If you will but

now take thefe twenty Questions in fe-

cret into your ferious Thoughts, and con-

fider of them till you can give them fuch

an Anfwer as Reafon (hould allow, and as

you will ftand to before God, when the

Mouth of all Iniquity fhall be ftoppM, I

ftould not doubt but you will reap the

Benefit.

O what fhould a Man do that pi-
tieth blind and wilful Sinners, to make
them willing of their own Recovery ?

Here all flops , and muft it ftop at this ?

Are you not willing ? And will you not
fo much as confider of the Reafons that

fhould make you willing, when Heaven
or Hell muft be the Confequence? O
what a Thing is a blind Mind, and a dead
and hardened Heart ! What a befooling
Thing is flefoly Luft ? O what need
had Mankind of a Saviour ! And what
need have all of a Sanftifier, and of his

Holy Word, and of all the Holy Means
of Grace !

Poor
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Poor Sinners ! O let not your Teacfc-

ers and your Parents Counfel and Tears
be brought in as WitneiTes againft you to

your Condemnation! O add not this to

all their Griefs, that their Counfel and
their Sorrows muft link you deeper into

Hell ! Alas, it were fadnefs enough to

them to fee that it is all in vain ! Let not

this Counfel of mine to you be reje&ed, to

the increafe of your Guilt and Mifery.

Mercy is yet offer d you : The Day of
Grace is not yet paft : God is not un

willing to receive you : Chrifl is not un

willing to be your Saviour, if you confent :

No Difficulty in the World maketh us

afraid of your Damnation, but your own
foolifh Choice and wicked Wills. Our
Care is not to make God merciful, nor to

make Chrilt s Merits and Sacrifice fuffici-

ent, nor to get God to promife you Par

don, if you repent, and come to him by

Chrift} all this is done already: But that

svhich is undone^is to make you confiderate,
and truly willing, and to live as thofe

that indeed are willing to let go the

poifonous Pleafures of Sin, and to take

God and Heaven for your Hope and Por

tion, and to be faved and ruled by Chrifl;,

and fanftified by his Spirit, and to re

ceive his daily Help and Mercies to this

End,
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End, in the ufc of his appointed Means,
and without this you are undone for ever.

And is there any hurt in all this ? If there

were, is it worfe than the Filth of Sin,
and the Plagues that follow here and for

ever ? Worthy is he to hear at laft, De-

fart from me tbou Worker of Iniquity^ and
to be thruft away from the Hopes of

Heaven, that after all that can be faid

and done, chufeth Sin as more defirable

than this God, this Saviour, this Sandi*

fier, and this Glory.

D CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

Ger.eral Directions to the Willing.

THough the Blindnefs and Obftinacy
of flefhly Sinners too often fruftrate

great Endeavours, yet we may well hope
that the Prayers and Tears of Parents,
and the Calls of God, may prevail with

many *,
and I may hope that fome that

have read what is before written, will

fay, We are willing to hear and learn, that

u&amp;gt;&amp;lt;? may be faved : Tell us what it vs that we

tnufi do. And on that Hope I fliall give
fuch mifcarrying Youth fome General

Advice, and fome Counfel, about their

Particular Cafes, and all as briefly as I

may. O that the Lord would make you
that read this, truly willing to praftife

thefe Ten Directions following! Kow
Happy yet may you be !

I. Set your Understandings ferioufly

and diligently to the Wor\ which they are

made for, and confider well what ts your

Intereft and your Duty, till you corns to

a
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ft fixed Refolution^ what is for your Good,
and wbat is for your Hurt) and what that

Good or Hurt will be.

\.9&quot;i-
*t-

:/i&amp;gt;f
3f.fJvv

;
initfVjo bn:3rj.

&amp;gt;:: L,
;

G&amp;gt; ,\ .., &
Should it be a hard Thing to perfuadc

a Man in his Wits to love himfdf, and to

think what is Good or Hurtful to Mm-
felf, efpecially for Everlafting? Why are

you Men, if you will live like Dogs ?

What do you with Underftandings,if you
will not ufe them? What will you ufe

them for, if not for your own Good, and
to avoid Mifery ? What Good will you
defire, if not Everlafting Joy and Glory ?

And what Hurt will you avoid if not
Hell fire ? Have you Reafon, and can you
live as if thefe were not worth the think

ing on ? Will you beftow your Thoughts
all the Day and Year upon you know not

what, nor why, and not one Hour fober-

ly think of fuch important Things as

thefe? OSirs! Will you go out of the

World before you well think whither you
muft go ? Will you appear before the

Judge of Souls, to give up your great Ac
count, before you think of it, and how it

muft be done? Js he worthy of the Help
of Grace, that will not ufe his natural

Rcafon ? I beg it of you, as ever you care

what becomes of you for ever, that you
D 2 will
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will fome time alone fet your felves for

one Hour ferioufly to think, who made

you, and why ; what you owe him} hovr

much you depend on him ; what you have
done againft him } how you have fpent
your Time ; what Cafe your Souls are

in , what Chrift hath done for you , and
what he is or would be to you , whether

you are fan&ified and forgiven ^ what
God s Spirit muft do for you , and what

you muft be and do, if you will be faved ;

and if it be otherwife, whither it is that

you muft go.

II. Therefore I next advife you, and in-

treat you, that you live not as at a great
Diftance from Eternity, nor foolifhly flat

ter your felves with the deceitful Promifes
of long Life : And were it fure to be an

Hundred Years, remember how quickly
and certainly they will end. O ! Time
is nothing, therefore think of nothing in

this World as feparated from the World
to come. Whatever you are doing, or

faying, or thinking, the Boat is halting
to the Gulf: You are pofting to Death
and Judgment : Which Way ever you go,

by Wealth or Poverty, Health or Sick-

nefs, Bufy or Idle, Single or Married,

you are going ftill to the Grave and to

Eter-
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Eternity. Judge then of every Thing at

it tendeth to that End : And think of no

thing as not related as a Means to the
near and everlafting End. O chufe and
do that, which Reafon and Confdence tel-

leth you that you will at laft earnestly
wifh you hid chofen and done. When
you are tempted to be prayerlefs, and a-

verfe to Good, or to run to Lull, or fmful

Pleafure, ask your felves ferioufly, how
will this look in the final Review ? What
fhaill think of this at laft? Will it be

my Comfort, or my Torment ? O judge
as you will judge at laft.

III. My Third Counfel is, If your
Conferences tell you that you have fool-

ilhly linned againft God and your Salva

tion, make not light of it, but prefent-

ly and openly go to your Parents or

Matters, and penitently confefs your fin-

fui Life in general, and your known or

open Sins particularly : But fuch fecret

Sins which wronged not them, and will

blaft your Reputation, you are not bound
to confefs openly, unlefs the

rt/e?
or fu

ture Direftion of your doubtful and trou

bled Confciences require it: But when
your vicious fle/hly Life is known, excufe
it not, hide not the Evil by Lyes or Exte-

D nuation



nation; when you have wronged your
Parents or Matters by Difobedience, and

by robbing them of Part of your Time
and Service, if not alfo of their Mony
or Goods, go to them with Sorrow and

Shame, and confefs how foolifhly you
have ferved the Flefh, to the Injury of

them, to the Offending of God, and to

the unfpeakable Hurt of your own Souls .

Lament your Sin, and ask them forgive-
xiefs, and intreat their Prayers, and their

careful Government of you for the Time
to come, and iincerely promife them Re
formation and Obedience.

Yea, if you have had familiar Compa
nions in your Sin, go to them, and tell

them } God and Reaft-a have convinced me
of my finful Folly, that for bruti/h, flefhly

Pleafure, have wilfully broken the Laws of

my Creator and Redeemer, and for nothing
undone and loft my Soul, ifChrift do not re

cover me by found Refentanee. O how madly
have we defyifed our Salvation ! How eafily

m :

ght we have known, had we but fearch d
and confidtred the Word of God, that we were

difpleafing God, undoing our felves, and

making Work for future Sorrows? Should I,

wbcn 1 know tbts^ And when I know that lam

going
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going to Death and Judgment, yet obfti-

nately go on, and be a hardened Rebel

anainft Chrift and Grace ;
what can I ex-

p# but to be forfaken of God, and loft for

ever ? O therefore 06 we have finned together,

let u& repent together ! Ton have been a Snars

tome, andltoyou: We have been Agents

of the Devil to draw each other to Sin and

Mifery : Certainly all this mutt fooncr or

later be repented of . O let us join together

in Sorrow, and Reformation, and a holy

obedient Life. If you will not confent, I

here declare to you before God, ( for 1 know

that hefeeth and heareth me) that I will be

your Companion in Sin no more : I beg Par

don for tempting you : I refolve by God s

Grace, to prefer my Salvation and my O-
bedience to God, before a bafe and bcaftty

Pleafure. Whatever you fay againft it,

I will never more forfake my Salvation to

follow you, nor ever take you to be wifer than

God, nor better Friends to me than my
Saviour, nor your Words more regardabls
than God s Word, nor a Whore, or a merry

Cup, or Vanity, to be better than Heaven^
nor Temperance and Holinefs to be worfe
than Hell. If you will not be undeceived

with me, I will pray for you ; but 1 renoume

your finful Company, and my Warning witt

D 4 be
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be a IVitncfs agalnH you to your Con-

fuflon.

Stick not at the Scorn of Fools, nor at

the Shame of fuch Repentance and Con-
feflion : It may profit others : But how
ever, it is no more than in Love you owe
them whom you have wronged and en

dangered by Sin : And it will lay fome
iiew Obligation on your fdves to amend,
by doing what you have fo profefied.
And fure Confcience and Shame will

fomewhat the more hinder you from
evermore joining with them in the Sin

which you have fo bewailed and renoun

ced. And think not this too much, for

there is no Jelling with God, and with

everlafting Joy or Mifery.

IV. My nextCounfel is, Prefentty, m-
derStandingly, and confideyatdy, renew the

Covenant which you made in Baptifm with

God, your Creator, Redeemer^ and Sanfti-

fier.

ConJIder whether to be a Chrifiian is

not neceflary to your Salvation ; and then

conlider what it is to be a Chriftian ; and

whether it be not a far higher Thing
than merely to take that Kame upon

you,



you, and be of that Party, aad to join

with the Right Church, and to have the

bare Words and Picture of Believers :

And then confider whether God will be

mocked with Shews, and Ceremonies,
and dead Formalities., and falfe Profefli-

ons-, and whether the lifelefs Carcafs or

Image of Chriftianity will be taken by
God inltead of the Life and Power of ic,

and will ever fave a Sou], Yea, whe
ther a falfe, counterfeit Chriftian, bred

up under Chriftian Inftru&ions and Exam

ples, do not make your Guilt far greater,,

and your Cafe more miferable, than Ame
ricans or Indians, that never heard what

you have heard : And when perhaps yoit

have fpoken againfl Hypocrites your
felves, whether there be any more noto

rious Hypocrites than fuch as you, who

fay you are Chriftians, and yet live to

the Fiefh in the odious Sins which Chriffc

abhorreth : Think what a dreadful Thing
it is to profefs a Religion which condemn*
eth you , and to fay over that Creed
which you believe not, and thofe Petitions

in the Lord s Prayer which you deiira

not, and thofe Commandments which

you break, and will condemn you : To
fcbel agiinft God, while you fay you be*

lieve in him : To defpife Guilt s Go
D 5 vcrnment^
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vernment, while you fay you troft him
for Salvation : To ask for his Grace, when

you would not have it, to fandtify you,
and fave you from your Sin : To beg
Mercy of God, and to reject this Mercy,
and to have no Mercy on your felves.

O think what a doleful Cafe it is to fee

diftra&ed Sinners fuch Hypocrites, play

ing with fuch Contradiction, fo near
God s Bar, and in his Sight: And to

make no better ufe of Prayers, and the

Name of Chriftians, and the Profeflion

of the Truth, than to give the Devil
more Matter to accufe you, and Confci-

ence to torment you, and a Righteous
God to fay to you at laft. Out of thy own

Mouth will I \udge thce^ thou wicked Rebel.

Didft thou not confefs that Jefus was the

Chrift, and that thou didft believe the

Gofpel and the Life to come
,
and yet

didftlive in the wilful difobeying of

Chrift and the Gofpel, and bafe Con

tempt of God and thy Salvation ?

And when yon have confider d the fad

Cafe of Hypocrites, that call themfelves

Chriftians to their own Condemnation,
when they are none fuch, then think fe-

riouily what the Covenant was which
was made for you in your Baptifai, and

you



you have taken on you to own. Think
what it is devotedly to truft to God as

your reconciled Father, and devotedly to

trufl to Chrift as your Saviour, your great

Teacher, Governour, and Mediator with

the Father ; what it is devotedly to trull

the Holy Spirit to illuminate, fandify
and quicken you in a Holy Life, and to

ftrengthen and comfort; you againft and
under all your Tryals. Confider what it

is (to take the &qfh9
the World, and the

Devil, as they are againft this Holy Life

and Heavenly Hope, for your Enemies,
and to lift your felves under Chrift in a

vowed War to the Death againft them.
Think how you have perfidiottfly broken
this Covenant, on which all the Hope of

your Salvation liech. And then if you
dare not utterly renounce all that Hope,
prefently and refolvedly renew this Cove
nant. Lament your Violation of it to

God : Do it not only in a Pafllon, but up
on ferious Confideration make that Choice
and Refolution which you dare ftand to
at 3 dying Hour, and on which you may
believe that God for Chrift s fake will

accept you, and forgive you. O think
what a Mercy it h to have a Saviour,
wko after all your heinous Sins will

bring you reconciled as Sons to God, for

the
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the Merits of his Sacrifice and Righfeouf-
nefs, and by his powerful Interceflion

and will fend from Heaven the Spirit of
God into your Hearts, to renew thofe

blind, dead, carnal Minds to God s Ho
ly Image, and will dwell in you, and carry
on your Sandification to the End. Thank
fully and joyfully accept this Covenant
and Grace, and again give up your felves

to God, your Father, Saviour, and Sandi-
fier , but be fure that you do it abfolutety,

without deceitful Exceptions and Re-
ferves ^ and that you do it refolvedly, and
not only in a frightned Mood ; and yet
that you do it as in the Strength of the

Grace of Chrift, not trufting the Sted-

fallnefs of your own deceitful mutable
Hearts. And when you can truly fay
that you unfeignedly confent, and re

new this Covenant in your Hearts, then

go the next Opportunity to the Sacra

ment of the Lord s Supper, and there pe

nitently and faithfully renew it openly in

the folemn Way that ChriH hath ap
pointed you *, thankfully profefs your
Truft in Chrift, and receive a fealed Par

don of your Sins, and Title to Everlafling
Life ^ and fettle your Converfation in the

Communion of Saints, as you hope to

live with fuch for ever.

V. Hence-
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V- Henceforward fet your feives as the

true Scholars of Chrift, to learn his Doc
trine, and as his true Subje&s to know
his Laws, and as thofe that truft their

Souls into his Hand, to underftand, and

firmly believe his Promifes for this Life,

and that which is to come: And as the

BiefledMan, Pfalm 1-2,3. T delight in

the Law of the Lord^ and meditate in it

Day and Night. As you were wont to

fteai fome Hours from God and your Ma
tters to go to the Houfe of Sin and

Death, fo now get fuch Hours as lawful

ly you can from your other Employments
and Diverfions , but efpecialJy on the

Lord s Days-, and get alone, and beg

Mercy and Grace from God, and fet your
felves to read the Bible, and with it read

fome Catechifms, and fome found and

ferious Treatifes of Divinity, which are

molt fuitable to your State.

Great Store of all Sorts of good Books

through the great Mercy of God are com
mon among us: He that cannot buy, may
borrow.

But take heed that you lofe not your
Time in reading Romances, Play-Books,

vain



vain Jefts, or feducing or reviling Dif-

putes, or needlefs Controveriies.

This Courfe of reading Scripture and

good Books will be many Ways to your
great Advantage.

1. It will above all other Ways increafe

your Know ledge.

2. It will help your Refolutions and

Holy Affeftions, and direct your Lives.

3. It will make your Lives pleafant \

the Knowledge, the llfefulnefs, the Va
riety, will be a continual Recreation to

you, unlefs you are utterly befatted or

debauch d.

4. The Pleafure of this will turn you
from your filthy fleflily Pleafure. You
will have no need to go for Delight to a

Play-houfe, a Drinking-houfe, or to Beaft-

ly Lefts.

5. It will keep you from the finful Lofs

of Time, by Idlenefs, or unprofitable Em-
ployment, or Paftimes. You will caft

away Cards and Dice, when you find the

fweetnefsofufeful Learning.
But



But be fure that you chufe the moft
ufeful and nece(Tary Subjefts, and thaE

you feek Knowledge for the Love of Ho-
linefs and Obedience.

Vf. The fixth Part of my Advice is,

Forfake ill Company, and converfe witbfucb
to will be Helfs to your Knowledge, Holinefs,

and Obedience, and notfucb M will draw you
to Sin and Mfery.

You have found by fad Experience
what Power ill Company hath on Fools :

with fucb, a merry Tale, a Laughter, a

Jeft, a Scorn, a merry Cup, and a bad

Example and Perfuafion, doth more than

Reafon, or God s Authority, or the Love
of their Souls. A Phyfician may go a-

rnong the Sick and Mad to cure them^
and a wife Man that feeth thefe will pity

them, and hate the Sin the more. Bus
what do you do there, where you have

already catcht the Infe&ion of their Dif-

afe ? The Mind of a Man is known
much by the Company which he chufeth 7

and if you chufe ill, no wonder if you

fpeed ill. Prov. 13, 20. He that walketh

with wife Men (hall be wife, but a Companion
of fools fb^tt be destroyed* Prov. 28. 7.

Wbofo
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Whofe keepeth the Law w a wife Son, but

he that it a Companion of riotous Men
fhameth hvs Father. Pfalm 1 19. 63. David

faith, I am a Companion of aU them that

fear thee, and ofthem that keeep thy Precepts.
Pfal. 26. 4, 5. / have not fate with vain

Perfons, neither will I go in with Diffemblers \

1 have hated the Congregation of Evil-doers^
and will not fit with the Wicked. Pfal. 1 19.

115. Depart from me, ye Evil- doers, for I
will keep the Commandments of my God.

VII. Efpecially be fore that you run

not wilfully upon Temptation, but keep a&

far from every tempting Bait and Objett
M you can : Fire and Gun-Powder, or

Straw, mult be kept at a fufficient diftance.

No Man is long fafe at the very Brinkj of

Danger, efpecially if it be his own Choice,
and more efpecially if it be a Sin that

his Nature is much inclined to. No wife

Man will truft corrupted Nature very far,

efpecially where he hath often fain alrea

dy. The bell Man that is, mould live in

fear when an enticing Bait of Sin is near

him. If David that prayed, Turn away
mine Eyes from beholding Vanity, had bet

ter pra&ifed it, O what heinous Sin

had he efcaped ! Had he made a Cove
nant



nant with his Eyes, as Job did, what
Wounds had he prevented ! But when

tempting Meat and Drink are before

you, and the tempting Perfon hath fe-

cret Familiarity with you, and tempt
ing or provoking Words are at your Ears;
then alas, many have need of more Grace,

Refolution, and Mortification, than they
have.

If you knew well what Sin is, and

what is the Confequence, you would be

more watchful and refolved againft Temp
tations than againft Thieves or Fire, o~

the Places infe&ed by the Plague.

VII I. Make it the cbief Study of ywr
Lives to under/land what Mans everhfl ing

Hope is, and to get a lively )
well- fettled Be

lief of it \ and to bring your Souls to take it

joyfully foryour true Felicity and End $ and

thence daily to fetch the powerful Motives of

your Duty and your Patience^ and your con

tenting Comfort in Life, and at your Death.

The End is the Life of all the Means.

If heavenly Bleffednefs be not the chief

End that you live, hope, and labour for in

the World, your whole Lives will be buc

carnal,



carnal, vain, and the Way to Mifiry :

For the Means can be no better than the

End. God, that is the Beginning, is our

End \ we are made and governed by him,
and for him. Heavenly Glory is the Sight
of his Glory, and the everlaftifg Perfection

and Pleafure of joyful mutual Love.

But we are not the noblefl Creatures,
next to God, in Excellency and Defer t v

yea, we are Sinners, who have defetved

to becaffc from his Love. And therefore

as in the Way we muft come to him by a Sa

viour, fo at the bleffed End we muft enjoy
him by a Mediator. And to fee God s

Glory in Chrift, and the heavenly Jeru-

fakm, the blefled Society of Saincs and

Angels, continually flaming in Love, Joy
and Praifes to the moft Holy God, this,
this is the Felicity for which we labour,

fuffer, and hope.

2. And O how great and how need
ful a Work it is to fearch, ftudy, and

pray for fo firm a Belief of this unfeen

Glory, as may fo refolve, engage, and

comfort us in fome good meafure, as if

we had feen it with thefe Eyes ! Owhat
Men would one Hour s being in Heaven
make us,- or one clear Sight of it ! Faith

hath



hath a greater Work to do than a dream-

ing or dead Opinion can perform. If it

be not well grounded firft, and well ex-

ercifed upon God s Love, Promife, and

Glory, from Day to Day, you will find

Caufe (fadly) to lament the Weaknefs of

it. For this life you have great need of

the help of fuch Books as open clearly
the evident Proofs of the Chriftian Verity,
which 1 have briefly done in the beginning
of the id Part of my Life of Fahh^ and

more largely in two other Books, viz. The

Unreafonabknefs of Infidelity, and the Rea-

fons of the Chriftian R ligion. A firm Be

lief of the World to come is it that mult

make us feriousChriftians, and overcome
the Snares of worldly Vanity.

And your Faith being well fettled, fet

your felves daily to ufe it, and live by it ?

dwell in the joyful Hopes of the heavenly

Glory. What is a Man that liveth not in

the life of Reafon ? And you muft know
that you have as daily life for your Faith

as for your Reafon. Without Reafon you
can neither fafely eat or drink, nor con-

verfe with Man as a Man, but as Bedlam ?

nor do any Bufinefs that concerneth you :

and therefore you muft live by your Rea

fon. And without Faith you cannot

fleafe
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flectfe God) nor obtain Salvation, no, nor

ufe your Reafon for any thing higher than

to ferve your Appetites, ar&amp;gt;d purvey for

the Flefh , and therefore you &nuft lively

Faith, or live like Beads, and worfe than

Beafts, and canno! otherwife live to

God, nor live in the Hopes of BlefTednefs

hereafter. O ! corifider that the diffe

rence between living chiefly upon and for

an earthly or flefhly Felicity, or a Hea

venly, is the great Difference between
the Holy and the Unholy, and the Fore-

goer of the Difference between thofe in

Heaven and thofe in Hell.

IX. Still remember that the great
Means of all the Good that here or here

after you can expeft, is the great Media-

tor, the great Teacher, Ruhr and Interceffbr

for his People. And therefore out of
him you can do nothing. All Duty that

you offer to God muft be by his Media

tion, and fo mud all Mercy which you
receive from God. To come to God by
him who is the Way, the Truth, and
the Life, rnuft be your daily Work of

Faith. His Blood muft wafli you from all

Sin paft, and from the Guile of daily

Failings and Infirmitks. None but he

can effectually teach you to know God
and
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and your felves^ your Duty, and your
cverlafting Hopes. None but he can ren

der your Perfons,Praifes, and A&ions ac

ceptable to God, becaufe you are Sinners,
and unmeet for God s Acceptance without
a Mediator. All Power in Heaven and
Earth is given to him, and your Lives and
Souls are at his Will } and it is he that

muft judge you, and with whom you hope
to live in Glory. Therefore you mult
fo live by the Faith of the Son of God,
who hath loved you, and gave himfelf

for you, that you may fay it is he that li-

veth in you, Gal. 2. 20, 21. This is the

Fountain from whence you muft daily
fetch your Strength and Comfort.

X. And flill remember that it is by the

Operation of the Holy Spirit that the Fa

ther and the Son do fanftify Souls, and

regenerate and breed them up for Glory.
It is by the Holy Ghoft that God dwel-
leth in us by Love, and Chrift by Faith.

Therefore fee that you reft not in corrup
ted Nature, and truft not to your felves,
or to the Flefh. Your Souls are dead to

God and Holincfs, and your Duties dead,
till the Spirit of Chrift do quicken them.
You are blind to God and Man In Sin,
till the Spirit illuminate you, and give

you
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you Underftanding. You are like Ene

mies, out of love with God, Heaven and

Holinefs, till this Spirit reconcile you, and

fan&ify your Wills. You will have no

Man-like Spiritual Holy Pleafure, till the

Holy Spirit renew your Hearts, and make
them fit to delight in God. O that Men
knew the great Neceflity of the illumina

ting, quickning, fan&ifying, comforting
Influence of the Spirit of God, how far

would they be from deriding it, as foore

Profane ones do ? By this Holy Spirit
the facred Records were written, and by
Miracles of Chrift and his Apoltles, and

Evangelifts, and Prophets, fealed and de
livered to the Churches. And by this

Spirit the Orders and Government of the

Church were fettled. And by him we are

inlightned to underftand the Scriptures,
and inclined to love them, and delight

fully believe them, and obey them. Stu

dy therefore obediently thefe Writings of
the Holy Ghoft, and confidently truft

them. O ! be not found among the Re-
fifters* or Negle&ers of the Spirit s Help
and Motions, when proud Self- confidence

or fieihly Lulls do rife againft them.

Chrift s Bodily Prefence is taken from
the Earth j he promifed inftead of it

(which
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(which was but in one place *t once) to

fend his Spirit, which is to the Soul more
than the Sun-light to the Eye, and can
fhine in all the World at once. This is

his Agent on Earth, by whom (in Teach
ers and Learners) he carrieth on his faving
Work. This is his Advocate, who plead-
eth his Caufe effectually againfl Unbelief,
and flefhly Lufts, and worldly Wifdom.
This is the Well of living Water, fpring-

ing up in us to EverlafHng Life ; the Name,
the Mark of God on Souls, the Divine

Regenerator, the Author of God s Holy
Image, and the Divine Nature, even Di
vine Life, and Light and Love, the Con

queror of the World and Flelh, the

Strengthner of the Weak, the Confirmer
of the Wavering, the Comforter of tha

Sad, and the Pledge, Earneft and Firlt-

fruits of Everlafting Life. O therefore

pray earneftly for the Spirit of Grace,
and carefully obey him, and joyfully praife

God, in the Senfe of his Holy Encourage
ment and Help.

F I N I 5.
1



rr



THE

Grand Queftion Refolved,

What *we muft do to be

SAVED.

INSTRUCTIONS
FORA

HOLY LIFE.

Ads 1 5. 30.

Sirs, What muft I do to be Saved ?

LONDON:
Printed in the Year M.DCC.XIX-



C* 7\ O



(99 )

The Great Cafe refolved$

How to be certainly SAVED.

Inftruftion for a Holy Life :

J. The Neceffity, Reafon, and

Means of Holincfs.

II. The Parts and Pra&ice of a

Holy Life,

For Perfonal Direction, and for Fa

mily Inftruftion. With two fhort

Catechifms, and Prayers.

READER,

IGnorant
Perfom cannot remember

long and many Words, nor un-
ierftand A brief Stile and&w Word^.
This maketb it imfoffihle to mite a, CA-

E 2
techifa



techifm, that /ball be unfuitable either

to the Underftanding or the Me
mory of fuch. I mufl therefore de-

fire the Teacher to make up this unavoiol

die Defetfj by opening the Meaning
(efpecially of the Catechifms) to the

Children and Servants, when they have

learned and fay the Words : Read the

Inftrutfions often to them, andprefs all,

asyou go, on their Affetfions. For the

bare Words without a prefent Guide,

may elfe be aU
loft.

I. The



I. The Neceffity, Reafon, and

Means of Holinefs.

1. To keep up the Refolations of the Convtr*

ted. And,
2. To inflrutt thofe in Families, that need

them.

T Hough the (a) faving of Souls be

a matter of unexpreffible Im

portance, yet (the Lord have

Mercy upon them) what abundance are

there that think it not worthy of their

fsrious Enquiry, not the Reading of a good
Book one Hour in a Week ? For the fake

of thefe carelefs flotkful Sinners, I have

here fpoken much in little room, that they

may not refafe to read and confider fo

Ihort a Lellbn, unlefs they think their

Souls worth nothing. Sinner, as thou wilt

ftiortly anfwer it before God, deny not

to God, to thy felf, and me, the fober

(a) Mat. 6. 33. Mar. 8. 3 5. Job 21. 14. and 22.

17. Ppi.2, 3. /&quot;/ Hi2.
E 3 pon-
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pondering, and faithful prafllfing thefe

few Diredions.

I. Begin at homeland know thy ft If : Con-
fider what it i* to be a (fe) MAN. Thou
art made* a nobler Creature than the
Brutes. They ferve thee, and are governed
by theej and Death ends all their Pains
and Pleafures. But thou haft Reafon to rule

thy felf and them ; to know thy God, anc

forejee thy End, and know thy way, and do

thy Duty. Thy Reafon and Free Witt, and
Executive Power, are part of the Image of
God upon thy Nature

-,
fo is thy Dominion

over the Bruter, as (under him) thou arc

their Owner, their #/er, and their End
But thy Holy IVifdom, and Goodnefs, and

Ability, is the chief part of his Image, on
which thy Happinef? depends. Thou haft

a Soul that cannot be fatifficd in Knowing,
till thy (f) Knowledge reach to God him-

fdf: Nor can it be dffpofed by any ether

Nor can it (or the Societies of the World)
be well governed according to its Nature,
without regard to his Sovereign Authority
and without the hopes and (d) fears of Joy
and Adifcry hereafter : Nor can it be

happy in any thing, but feeing, and

. 4, 5 3 6. O en. i. 25, 27. (/&amp;lt;?;? 9.5
Co/. 2. 10. (c) JFo/;. 17. 3. i Joh^.6, 7. Jc,. 9

24. 00 Lc, 12.4,$. (0 F/4/. 16. 5, to 1 1.

and
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I. 8. Ao/w. I- 19, 20. F/. 46, 10. Pf. 9. lo. F/.

100. 2, 3. F/. 19- i, 2, 3. F/.47- 7- ^* iM&amp;lt;

Ge. 18, 25. ^/. i. 6.

E 4 very



very Nature of Man doth prove that in

Hope of future Happinefs, he fhould

abfoltifefy refign bimfelf to the Witt and

Difpofalof this God, and that he fhould

00 abfolutely oky bhn^ and that he fhould
love andferve him with all his Power : It

being impoffible to /o-z/e, obey^ and pleafe
that God too much, who is thus our Caufe9

our End^ our Att.

9 ^
III. By knowing thus % felf and God,

it is eafy to know what Primitive Holinefs
find Godlinefs is. Even this hearty, en
tire and abfolute Refignation of the Soul
to God, as the infinite Power, Wifdom,
and Goodnefs} as our Creator, our Own
er, Governour, and Felicity or End;
fully fubmitting to his Bifpofals ; obey
ing his Laws, in hope of his promifed
Rewards, and fear of his threatned Pu-
nifhments : And loving and delighting in

himfelf, and all his Appearances in the
World

5 and deilringand feeking the end-
lefs Sight and Enjoyment of him in Hea
venly Glory, and exprefling thefe Affecli-
ons in daily Prayer, Thankfgivkig and
Praife. Tbi* it tbe Vfi of all tty Faculties ;

the End and Bufinefs of thy Life , the Health~

(b) MAf 22. 57. Jer. 5. 22.
&quot;

2 Cor. 5.8, 9. Tit.

2.14* 2 Cor. 8. 5. & 6. 16, 17, 1 8. i Pet. 2. 9.

Pf. 10. F/. 57. 4. Pf. 40. 8. Col. 3. i, 2. Mat. 6.

20, 21. 2 C&amp;lt;?r. 4. 17. 1 8.

and



and Happinefs of thy Soul : Tbvs w that Holi*

nefs or Godlintfs winch it doth fo much call for.

IV. And by this is it eafy to know,
what a (*) ftate of Sin and Ungodiinefs

is : Even the want of all this Kolinefs,

and the fctting of carnal Self inftead of

C O D. When Men are proudly Great,

and Wife, and Good in their own Eyes 5

and would difpofe of themfelves, and all

their Concernments, and would rule them

felves, and pleafe themfelves, according

to the flefhly Appetite and Fancy ; and

therefore love mod the Pleafures, and

Profits, and Honours of the World, as

the Provifion to fatisfy the Defiresof the

Fiefh i and God (hall be no further lov d,

obey d, or pleas d, than the Love of

fieftily Pleafure will give leave j
nor (hall

have any thing but what the Fleih can

fpare : This is a wicked, a carnal, an

ungodly State , though it break forth in

various ways of Sinning.

V. By this, Experience it fel/rnay tell

you, that mod Men (/) (yea all, till Grace

renew thqm^ are in this ungodly, mifera-

ble State; (though only the Scripture

(J&amp;gt;) pf. 14. & i. Heb. 12. 14- &om $ I2
5 J 3

Job. 3. 34.. &5.&amp;lt;5. .1 Job. 2. H,i&amp;lt;5.
Rom. 13.14,1 5.

Kow/6. 16. Luke 18. 23. & 14. .26,33. (/)Ro/n.3.

F/.I.4. Effc,.2, 2/3. Rom, 5, 12, 17, 19, Jo/^3-
6 *

E 5
tells



fells us how this came to pafs.) Though
all are not Fornicators, nor Drunkards,
nor Extortioners, nor Perfecutors^ nor
live not in the fame way of finning; yefc

Selfifhnefs, and Pride, and Senfuality, and
the Love of Worldly Things, Ignorance
and Ungodlinefs, are plainly become the
common Corruption of the Nature ofMan,
fo that their Hearts are turned to the
World from God, and filled with Impiety,
Filthinefs, and Injuftice ^ and their Reafon
is but a Servant to their Senfes ^ and their

(m) Mind, and Love, and Life is carnal ;

and this carnal Mind is Enmity to the
Holinefs of God, and cannot be fubjeft
to his Law. This Corruption is heredi

tary, and is become, as it were, a Nature
to us, being the mortal Malady of all

our Natures. And it is eafy to know that
fuch an unholy wicked Nature mufl needs
beloathfome to God, and () unfit for

the happy Enjoyment of his Love, either

here, or in the Life to come: For what
Communion hath Light with Darknefs ?

VI, Hence then it is eafy to fee, That
Grace vs needful to a Man s Salvation. So
odious a Creature, fuch an unthankful

Rebel, that is turned away from God,

On Kim. 8. 5, 6, 0) pf. 4, 3. 2 Cor. 6. 14&amp;gt; 17-

and



and fet againft him, and defiled with all

this filth of Sin, muft needs be both (o)

renewed and reconciled, fan&ified and

pardoned, if ever he will be faved. To
love God, and be beloved by him, and to

be delighted herein, in the fight of his

Glory, is the Heaven and Happinefs of

Souls, and all this is contrary to an unholy

State. Till Men have new and holy

Hearts, they can neither lee .God, nor love

him, nor delight in him, nor take him

for their chief Content \ for the Fkfh and

World have their Delight and Love. And
till Sin be (p) pardon d, and God recon-

cird to the Soul, what Joy or Peace can it

expeft from him, whole Nature and Juf~

lice engageth him to loath and punifh it ?

VII. And Experience will tell yon, how

(3) infafficient you are for either of thefe

two Works your felves
-,
to renew your

Souls, or to reconcile them unto God.

Will a Nature that is carnal refill and

overcome the Fie (h, and abhor the Sin

whieh it mofb dearly loveth ? Will a

worldly Mind overcome the World ?

When Cuftom hath rooted your natural

Corruptions, are they eafily ^
. 2. 14. Tit. -

5,6,7. tisb. 14- H. Mtf. 5. 8.
(j&amp;gt;)

Rom. 5. 1,2,

3 fy) jy 91- l Cor* 2. ii, 21. tfeb, 14. 12. 2

gtf/M, 9

how
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how great and hard a Work is it, to caufe

a blind unbelieving Sinner to fet his Heart

on another World, and lay up all his

Eopes in Heaven, and to caft off all the

things he feeth, for that God and Glory
which he never faw ! And for a hardned,

worldly, flefhly Heart to become wife,
and tender, and holy, and heavenly, and
abhor the Sin which it mofl fondly loveth.

And what can we do to fatisfy Juflice,
and reconcile fuch a rebel Soul to God ?

VIII. Nature and Experience having
thus acquainted you with your Sin and

Mifery,and what you want, will further

tell you, that God (r) doth not yet deal

with you according to your deferts. He
giveih you Life, and Time, and Mercies,
when your Sins had forfeited all thefe. He

obligeth you to repent and turn unto him.

And therefore Experience telling you,
that there is fome Hope, and that God
hath fcuad out fome way of (hewing

Mercy to the Children of Wrath, Reafon
will command you to enquire of all that

are fit to teach you, what way of Remedy
God hath made known. And, as you

&quot;may
foon difcover, that the Religion of

(M Alls 14. 27. & 17. ?4, 27, 28. Rom. 1.19,
sc. Rom. 2,4. Job 33. 14, to 25. Mat. 12.42,4:;.

Heathens



Heathens and Mahometans is fo far from

fliewing the true Remedy, that they are

part of the Difeafe it felf : So you may
learn that a (*) wonderful Perfon, the

Lord Jefus Chrift, hath undertaken the

Office of being the Redeemer and Saviour

of the World j and that he, who is the

Eternal Word and Wifdom of the Father,
hath wonderfully appeared in the Nature

of Man, which he took from the Virgin

Mary, being conceived by the Holy Ghoft :

and that he might have a Teacher fent

from * Heaven infallibly and eafily to

acquaint the World with the Will of God,
and the unfeen things of Life Eternal :

How God (0 bare Witnefs of his Truth,

by abundant, open and uncontrouled Mi
racles : (w) How he conquered Satan and
the World, and (w) gave us an Example
of perfect Righteoufnefs, and underwent
the Scorn and Cruelty of Sinners, and

fuffered the Death of the Crof?, as a Sa

crifice for our Sins to reconcile us unto

God. How he rofe again the third Day,
and conquered Death, and lived forty

CO Ifa. 9.6, 7. &- 53. Job, 3. 1 5, 19. & i. 1,3,4.
& 3/2.

*
Job, i. 18. (t)A&s 2. 22. Heb. 2. 3,-4.

() Mat. 4. CWJ l Pet. 2, 22, 23, 24, 25. Mat. 26,

27, 28. Afls i. Heb. 4. Eph. i. 22, 23. Rom. 5. i,

3, 9. Heb. 8. 9, 13. & 8. 6, 7. //i?. 7. 25. i Sfofoi

$. 10. Jtbn^ 22. &3. i 8, 19. Mat2&amp;lt;*

Days



days longer on Earth, inftruaing his Apo-
iles, and giving them Commiffion to
preach the Gofpel to ail the World

^ and
then afcended bodily into Heaven, while
they gazed after him : How he is now in
Heaver? both God and Man in one Perfon,
the Teacher and King, and High-Pried:
of his Church. Of Him rnuft we learn
the way of Life

^ by Him mufl we be
ruled as the Fhyfician of Souls. All
Power is given Him in Heaven and in
Earth. By his

Sacrifice, and Merits, and
Interceffion mull we be pardoned and ac

cepted with the Father : and only by him
rauft we come to God. He hath procured
and eftabli&ed a Covenant of Grace, which
Baptifm is the Seal of: Even, That God
will in him be our God and reconciled Fathermd

Chrifl will be our Saviour, and the Holy
Glyoft mil bs our

Sanftifier, if we will unfeign.
edly confent : that

is, if penitently and be.

Itevingly m give up our fdves to God the Fa
tber. Son and Holy Ghoft, in thofe Refactions
This Covenant, in the Tenor of

it, j s a
Deed of Gift, of

.Chrift, and Pardon and
Salvation to all the World ; if by true
Faith and Repentance they will turn to
God. And this (hall be the Law according
to which he will judge ail that hear it as
tlie laft j for he is made the Judge cf All,

and



and will raife all the dead, and will juitify

his Saints, and judge them unto endlefs

Joy and Glory, and condemn the Unbelie

vers, Impenitent, and (#) Ungodly, unto

endlefs Mifery. The Soul frlone is judged

at Death, and Body and Soul at the Re-

furreaion. This Gofpel the Apoftles

preached to the World ; and that it might
be effectual to Mens Salvation, the (jO

Holy Ghoft was firft given to infpire the

Preachers of it, and enable them to fpeak

in the various Languages, and infallibly

to agree in one, arid to work many great

and open Miracles to prove their Word
to thofe they preached to : And by this

means they ( ^) planted the Church }

which ordinary Minifters muffc increafe,

and teach and overfee to the End of the

World, till all the Eleft be gathered in.

And the fame (*) Holy Spirit hath un

dertaken it, as his Work, to accompany
this Gofpel, and by it to convert Mens

Souls, illuminating and fandifying them \

and by a fecret (&) Regeneration to re

new their Natures, and bring them to

that Knowledge and Obedience, and Love

of God, which is the primitive Holiaefs

~~(x) Lukei*. (f) Alh 2. Jd. 17.23. CO M*t.

28. 19, 20. Alls 14. 23. A8s 20. A&s 26. 17, 1 8.

(a) Rvn, 8, 9 W *[*. 3-^ Jfa J 3- $&amp;gt;

6 -



for which we were created, and from
which we fell. And thus by a Saviour

and San&ifier muft all be reconciled and

renewed, that will be glorified with God
in Heaven. Ail this you may learn from

the Sacred Scriptures, which were (c)

written by the Infpiration of the Holy

Spirit, and fealed by multitudes of open
(d) Miracles, and contain the very Image
and Super for iption of God, and have been

received and preferved by the Church, as

the certain Oracles of Gs

od, and blefled

by him through all Generations, to the

fanftifying of many Souls.

IX. When you under/land all this, it

is time for you to 0) look home, and un-

derftand now what ftate your Souls are in.

That you were made capable of Holinefs

and Happinefs, you know : that you and
all Men are fallen from God, and Holinefs,
and Happinefs, unto Self, and Sin and Mi-

fery, you know ; that you are ib far re

deemed by Chrift, you know, as to have

a pardoning and favtng Covenant ten

dered you, and Chrift and Mercy offered

to your choice. But whether you are

truly penitent Believers, and renewed

by the Holy Ghoft, and fo united unto

(c) 2 Tim. 3. 16. (d) Heb, 2. 3, 4. (e) 2 Cor* 13. 5,

Crf/-4, 4. 2/W. i.io.

Chrift,
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Chrift, this is the Queftion yet unrefolv-

ed } this is the Woik that is yet to do,

without which there is no Salvation

and if you die before it is done, woe to

thee that ever thou was t a Man, except

a Man be (f) Regenerate by the Spirit, and

converted and made a Ntw Creature, and

of Carnal be made Spiritual, and of Earth

ly be made Heavenly, and of Selfifh and

Sinful be made Holy and Obedient to

God, he can never be faved, no more than

the Devil himfelf can be faved. And if

this be fo, (as nothing is more fure) I re

quire thee now, who readeft thefe words,

as thou regardeft thy Salvation, as thou

wouldft efcape Hell-fire, and ftand with

Comfort before Chrift and his Angels, at

the laft, that thou foberly confider whe

ther Reafon command thee not to try thy

State, whether thou art thus (g) re

newed by the Spirit of Chrift or not:

And to (fe) call for help to thofs that can

advife thee, and follow on the fearch till

thou know thy Cafe. And if thy Soul

be a fhanger to this fan&ifying Work,
whether Reafon command thee or not,

without any delay, to make out to Chrift,

(f) John 3. 5.
2 Cor. $. 17. Rom. 8. 7, 9. Phil*

3. 18, 20. ft)
Afo 16. 14- (*} AH* 2. 37. & 16-

qo. & 1 1. 23. 2 Cor. 6. i, 2. Rev. 2. 7.

and



and beg his Spirit, and cad away thy Sins
and give up thy felf entirely to thy God
thy Saviour and Sanaifier, and enter into
his Covenant with a full Refolution never
to forfake him : to deny thy felf, and the
Defires of the Flefh, and this deceitful
tranfitory World, and lay out all thy
Hopes on Heaven, and fpeedily, whatever
itcoflthee, to make fure of the Felicity
which hath no End ? And darefl thou re-
rufe this when God and Confcience do
command it? Andifunher I advifeyou,

Under/land how it is that Satan
btndereth Souls from being finftified: That
you may know how to refill his Wiles,
Some he deceiveth by (/) malicious Sug-
geftions, that Holinefs is nothing but
Fancy or Hypocrify ! (And if God and
-D^and Heaven and Hell, were Fancies,
this might be believ d.) Some he debauch-
eth by the power of

flefhly Appetite
and Lufl, fo that their Sins will not let

eir Reafon fpeak : Some he keepeth in
utter Ignorance, by the evil Education
of ignorant Parents, and the Negligence
of () ungodly Soul-murdering Teachers :

fome he deceiveth by worldly Hopes, and
keepeth their Minds fo taken up with

CO Acts 24. 14. &2S.22, &24. $&amp;gt;6~(kTM*i
2. 7, 9. ffof. 4. 9.

worldly



worldly things,that the Matters of Eterni

ty can have bat fome loofe and uneffeftual

Thoughts, or as bad as none : Some are

entangled in (/) ill Company, who make a

fcorn of a holy Life, and feed them with

continual Diverfions and vain Delights :

And fome are fo (rri) hardened in their

Sin, that they are even pall feeling, and

neither fear God s Wrath, nor care for

their Salvation, but hear thefe things as

Men afleep, and nothing will awake them :

Some are difcouraged with a Conceit that

Godli nefsis a Life fo (w) grievous, fad,

and melancholy, that rather than endure

it, they will venture their Souls, come
on it what will, 00 as if it were a grie

vous Life to love God, and hope for end-

lefs Joys: And apleafant Life to love the

World and Sin, and live within a ftepof

Hell ! Some that are convinced do (o) put
oft their Converfjon with Delays, and

think it s time enough hereafter : and are

purpofing and promifing till it be too late,

and Life, and Time, and Hope be ended.

And fome that fee there is a neceflity of

Holinefs, are
(/&amp;gt;)

cheated by Tome dead

(Z) Prov. 13. 20. (m) Ephef. 4. iH, 19. (n.) Mai,

i. 13. C) M** 2&amp;lt;v 3 8
&amp;gt;

I2 & ^4 43j 44- GO

fob. 8.39, 42, 44. -Rom. 3. i, 2. Oat. 4. 29. Mat.

12. 19, 20, 21, 22. & 15. 2,3,6. Gal. i. i.

Opinion



Opinion, or Names, or Shews and Images
of Holinefs: either becaufe they hold a
ilrift Opinion, or becaufethey join with
a Religious Party, or becaufe they are of
that which they think is the true Church,
or becaufe they are baptized with Water,
and obferve .the outward parts of Wor-
fliip; and perhaps becaufe they offer God
a great deal of Lip-Service, and Lifelefs

Ceremony, which never favoured of a Ho-
lySoul. Thus

Deadnefs,Senfuality, World-
lincfs and Hypocrify, do hinder Millions
from Sandification and Salvation.

XI. If ever thou wouldftbe faved, op-
prefs not Reafon by Senfuality or Diver-
lions : But fometimes (4) retire for fober

Consideration, diffracted and (leepy Rea
fon is unufeful : God and Confcience have
a great deal to fay to thee j which in a
croud of Company and Bufinefs thou art
not fit to hear. It is a (V) doleful Cafe
that a Man who hath a God, a Cbrifl a
Soul, a Heaven, a Hell to think of, will
allow them none but running Thoughts
and not once a Week beftow one Hourm Man-like ferious (j) Confideration of

fare thou haft no greater Things
to mind . Refolve then fometimes to

(q) W-44- Hag. i. 5. beut~12. 7,&quot; 29. (r)lfa.
i. 3- W f* 34- 27. /er. 23. ao. pfal. i ip. 59.

fpend
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fpend half an hour in the deepeft thoughts
of thy everlafting State.

XII. Look ft) upon this World, and

its Pleafures, as a Man of Realbn, who
forefeeth the end, and not as a Beaft,

that liveth but by Senfe or prefent Ob-

jedb. Do I need to tell thee, Man, that

thou mufl die ? Cannot Carcafles and Duft

inftrud thee to fee the end of Earthly

Glory, and allthe Pleafuresof theFlefh?

Is it a Controverfy, whether thy Fiefh

mult fhortly perifh ? And wilt thou yet

provide for it before thy Soul? What a

fad farewel muft thou (hortly take, of all

that Wordlings fell their Souls for ! And
O how quickly will this be! Alas, Man,
the Day is even at hand; a few days

more, and thou art gone ! And dareft

thou live unready, and part with Heaven,

for fnch a World as this ?

XIII. And then think foberly of the

(vT) Life to come, What it is for a Soul

to appear before the living God, and be

judged to endlefs Joy or Milery ! If the

Devil tempt thee to doubt of fuch
^a

Life,

remember that Nature, and Scripture,

and the World s Content, and Ji isj&amp;gt;

wn

(0 2 Cor. 4. 8. Dent. 32^ 29. I fob. 2. 17. i Cor.

7. 31. Luk* 12. 19, 20. Job 1 4.. i, 2. i Tbej* 5. :$.

0) Luk* 12. 4. Ecd. 12. 7.
2 Pef. 3.11. 2 Cor. 4.

1 8. Phil. 3. 18, 2C.

Tempta-



Temptations are Witncflcs againft him.
O Man, canft thou pafs one day in Com
pany or alone, in Bafinefs or in Idlenefs,
without fome fober Thoughts of Ever-
laftingnefs ? Nothing more fheweth that
the Hearts of Men are aileep or dead,
than that the Thoughts of endlefs Joy
or Pain, fo near at hand, conflrain them
not to be Holy, and overcome not all the

Temptations of the
Flefli, as Toys and

inconfiderable Things.
XiV. Mark well what mind moft Men

are of when they come to (#) d ie ! Unlefs
it be fomc defperate forfaken Wretch,
do they not all fpeak well of a holy Life ?

and wifh that their Lives had been fpent
in the moft fervent Love of God, and
ftrideft Obedience to his Laws? Do
they then fpeak well of Luft and Pleafures
and magnify the Wealth and Honours of
the Wrorld ? Had they not rather die as
the moft roortify d Saints, than as carelefs

flefhly worldly Sinners? And dolt thou
fee and know this, and yet wilt thou not
beinftrufted, and be wife in time ?

XV. Think well what manner of Men
thefe were, whofe

(&amp;gt;) Names are now
honoured for their Holinefs ? What man-
~00 tomb. 23. 10. Mat. 25. 8. & 7. 21, 22. Prov.
J
o
2
^ t

9
*
O) mpt * 3 2? ^&amp;gt; 3 1 33- ficb. ii.

38. ]QIJ3 8. 33,

ner
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ner of Life did St. Peter ,
and St, Paul,

St. Cyprian, St. Augujlim^ and all other

Saints and Martyrs live } was it a Life

of flefhly Sports and Pleafures ? Did they

deride or perfecute a Holy Life ? Were

they not more ftriftly Holy than any that

thou knoweft? And is he not felf-con-

demned, that honoureth the Names of

Saints, and will not imitate them?
XVI. Think what the difference is be

tween a Chriflian and an (*,) Heathen.

You are loth to be Heathens or Infidels :

But do you think a Chriftian excelleth

them but in Opinion? He that is not

Holier than they, is worfe, and (hall fuf-

fer more than they.
XVII. Think what the difference is be-

. tween a (a) Godly Chriflian and an Un

godly. Do not all the Oppofers of Ho-

linefs among us, yet fpeak for the fame

God, and Chriit, and Scripture j and

profefs the fame Creed and Religion

with thofe whom they oppofe ? And is

not this Chrift the Author of our Holi-

nefs, and this Scripture the Commander
of it? Search and fee, whether the dif

ference be not this, That the Godly are

CO Mat. 10. 15. Rom. 2. Afts 10. 34? 35- &amp;lt;X)

Rom. 2. 28,29. J&tf. 25. 28. 1^19-22. A$s

24. 1 5. Gal, 4. 20.

fenous
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ferious in their Profeflion, and the Un
godly are Hypocrites, who hate and op.

pofe the praftice of the very things which
themfelves profefs j whofe Religion ferv-

eth but to condemn them, while their

Lives are contrary to their Tongues.
XVIII. Underftand what the Devil s

Policy i?, by railing fo many (6) Se&s and

Factions and Controverfies about Religion
in the World : Even to make fome think

that they are Religious, becaufe they can

prate for their Opinions, or becaufe they
think their Party is the beft, becaufe

their Faction is the Greateft or the Lead,
the llppermoft or the fuffering Side.

And to turn holy edifying Conference
into vain Jangling ; and to make Men
Atheifb, fufpeding all Religion, and
true to none \ becaufe of Mens di-

verfjty
of Minds. But remember that

Chriftian Religion is but One : and a

thing eafily known by its antient Rule ^

and the univerfal Church, containing all

Chriftians, is but One. And if carnal

Intereft or Opinion fo diftraft Men, that

one Party faith, We are all the Church
^

and another faith, It is we, (as if the

(b)Eph. 4. 14. Alls 20. 30. i Cor. 11.19.2 Tim

4. 3. & 2. 14, 16. i Tim. i. 5,6. Tit. 3. 9- E
pb&amp;gt; 4*

3, &c. i Cor. 12. -Mat. 12. 25. Horn. 2, 12,27,28,29.

Kicchin



Kitchin were all the Houfe, or one Town
or Village, all the Kingdom ;) wilt thou

be mad with feeing this Diftraftion?

Hearken, Sinner, all thefe Sects in the Day
of Judgment Ihall concur as Witnefles

againft thee, if thou be Unholy } becaufe

however elfe they differed, (c) all of them
that are Chriftians profefled the necefllty
of Holinefs, and fubfcribed to that Scrip
ture which requireth it. Though thou
canft not eafily refolve every Controver-

fy, thou mayft eafily know the true Re

ligion j it is that which Chrift and his

Apoftles taught, which all Chriftians have

profefled, which Scripture requireth \

which is firft (J) pure, and then peace
able j molt Spiritual, Heavenly, Chari

table, and Juft.

XIX, Away from that (e) Company
which is fenfual, and an Enemy to Rea~

fon, Sobriety, and Holinefs j and confe-

quently to God, themfeives, and thee.

Can they be wife for thee, that are fool i ft

for themfeives ? or Friends to thee, than

are undoing themfeives ? or have any
pity on thy Soul, when they make a Jell
of their own Damnation? Will they
help thee to Heaven, who are Conning

Cc) Gal. i. 7, 8. Mat. 28. 20. () Jam. ?. 17.

CO Epk. 5. ii. Prov. 23. 20. 2 Cor. 6.
ij&amp;gt;

18. Pf*
15,4. Dent. 13. 13.

F fo
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ib furioufly to Bell? chufe better Fami
liars, if thou wool-deft be better.

XX, Judge not of a My Life by bear-fay^
for it cannot fo be known, (f) Try it a

while, and then judge as thou findeft it.

Speak not againft the things thou know-
eft not- Hadft thon but lived in the Love
of God, and the lively Belief of endlefs

Glory, and the Delights of Holinefs, and
the Fears of Hell, but for one Month or

Day ; and with fuch an Heart, hadft

(g) caft away thy Sin, and called upon
God, and ordered thy Family in a holy

manner, efpecially on the Lord s Day ,

1 dare boldly fay, Experience
would con-

ft rain thee to (6) juftify a Holy Life. But

yet I muft tell thee, it is not true Holi

nefs, if thcudo but try it with (*) Ex

ceptions and Referves : If therefore God
liath convinced thee that this is his Will
and Way, I adjure thee, as in his dreadful

Prefence, that thou (&) delay no longer ,

but refolve, and abfolutely give up thy

felftoGod, as thy Heavenly Father, thy

Saviour, and thy Sandifier, and make an

Covenant with bim^ and then he

(/) Job. 5.40. Luke 14. 29,30. Job. 6. 35,37*45.
* 55 A 7. (*) Mat. u. 19- CO Llik? U 33-
rv. 22. 17. Job. i. 1 2. Rev. 2. & 3. i Job. 5.

12, 13. F/. 34. 7. Pf. 73. 26.Mif.25. Luke 20. 39.

4ft*. 2. $.

and
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and all his Mercies will be thine \ his

Grace will help thee, and his Mercy par

don thee } his Miniflers will .inftruft thee,

and his People pray for thee, and affift

thee ; his Angels will guard thee, and his

Spirit comfort thee: And when Flelh

muft fail, and thou mutt leave this World,

thy Saviour will then receive thy Soul,

and bring it into the participation of his

Glory j
and he will raife thy Body, and

juftify thee before the World, and make

thee equal with the Angels , and thou

(halt live in the Sight and Love of God,
and in the everlafting Pleasures

of his

Glory : This is the End of Faith and Ho-

iinefs. But if thou harden thy Heart,

and refufeft Mercy, (I) everlafting Woe
will be thy Portion, and then there will

be no Remedy.
And now, Reader, I beg of thee, and

I beg of God on my bended Knees, that

thefe few words may fink into thy HearE,

and that thou wouldft read them over

and over again, and bethink thee as a

Man that muft (hortly die, Whether any

deferve thy Love and Obedience more

than God? And thy thankful Remem
brance more than Chrift, and thy Care

and Diligence more than thy Salvation ?

19. 27. r. 29. i.& i. k}.
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Is there any Felicity more defirable than
Heaven ? Or any Mifery more terrible

than Hell ? Or any thing fo regardable as

that which is everlafting? Will a few

days flelhly Pleafures pay for the lofs of

Heaven and thy Immortal Soul? Or will

thy Sin and thy Profperity be fweet at

Death, and in the Day of Judgment ?

As thou art a Man, and as ever thou be-

lieveft that there is a God, and a World
to come, and as thou careft for thy Soul,
whether it be faved or damned, I befeech

thee, I charge thee, think of thefe things !

think of them once a-day at leaft ! think

of them with the moft fober ferious

Thoughts ! Heaven is not a May-game,
and Hell is not a Flea-biting. Make not

a jeft of Salvation or Damnation- I know
thou liveft in a diftra&ed World, where
thou mayft hear fome laughing at fuch

things as thefe, and fcorning at a Holy
Life, and faflning odious Reproaches on
the Godly, and merrily drinking and

playing, and prating away their Time,
and then faying, that they will truft

God with their Souls, and hope to be

faved without fo much ado : But if all

thefe Men do not change their Minds, and
be not fhortly down in the Mouth, and

would not be glad to eat their Words,
and
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and wilhed that they had lived a Holy-

Life, though it coft them Scorn and Suf

fering in the World, let me bear the

fhame of a Deceiver for ever. But if

God and thy Confdence bear witnefe

againft thy Sin, and tell thee that a holy
Life is belt, regard not the Gain- fay ing
of a Bedlam World, which is drunk with
the Delations of the Flefh : But give up

thy Soul and Life to God by Jefus Chrift in

faithful Coven (int. Delay no longer, Man,
but refolve ^ Refolve immediately, refolve

unchangeably , And God will be thine, and
thou /halt be his for ever, A men. Lord,
have Mercy on this Sinner, and fo let it

be refolved by thee jn him.

II. The Parts and Practice of a Holy

Life, for Perfond And Family In-

(Iruffions.

AL L is not (a) done, when Men have

begun a Religious Lire : All Trees
that blofTom, prove not fruitful ; and all

Fruit comes not to perfection. Many
fall off, who feemed to have good Begin
nings: And many difhonour the Name
O) i Cor. 1.25. heb.q.. i 2 Pet. 2, 22. I CorTg.

Gal. 5. &4. Map. 13.41. & 18, 7.
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of Chrift, by their Scandals and Infir

mities : Many do grieve their Teachers

Heart, and lamentably difturb the Church
of Chrift, by their Ignorance, Errors,

Self-conceitednefs, Unrulinefs, Headinefs,

Contentioufnefs, Sidings and Divifions :

Infomuch that the (b) Scandals and the

Feuds of Chriftians are the great Impedi
ments of the Converlion of the Infidel and
Heathen World, by the expofmg Chrifti-

anity to their Contempt and Scorn, as

if it were but the Error of Men, as un

holy and worldly, and proud as other?,
that c^n never agree among themfelves :

And many by their Paffions and Selfilh-

nefs are a Trouble to the Families and

Neighbours where they live: And more

by their Weaknefs and great Diflem-

pers, are Snares, Vexations and Burdens
to themfelves. Whereas Chriftianity in

its true Conflitution, is a Life of fuch

Holy (c) Light and Love, fuch Purity
and Peace, fuch Fruitfulnefs and Heaven-

linefs, as, if it were accordingly fhewed

forth in the Lives of Chriftians, would
command Admiration and Reverence
from the World, and do more to their

Converfion, than Swords or Words alone

(i) Phil. 3. 18, 19. Atlszo. 30. (0 Mat. 5. 16.

jPcf.g. i. 2 Pet. 2. !$& 1,8. 2 COM. 21.

can



( 1*7)
can do : And it would make Chrifthns

ufeful and amiable to each other 5
and

their Lives a Feaft and Pieafure to them-

felves. I hope it may prove fome help

to thefe Excellent Ends, and to the fecn-

ring Mens Salvation, if in a few found ex

perienced Direftions 1 open to you the

Duties of a Chriftian Life,

I. Keep {till
the true (d) Form ofChrtflian

Dottrine* Dsfae and Duly, orderly frintcd

on your MM* : That is, Uaderttand is

clearly and diftinfikly, and remember ir,

I mean the Great Points of Religion

coniaiacdin Catechifms. You mud ft ill

grow in the clearer nuclei Handing of

your Catechifms, if you live an hundred

Years: Let not the Words only, but the

Matter, he as familiar in your Minds, as

the Rooms of your Hotsfe are. Such (e)

folid Knowledge will eftabiilh you again!!:

Seduction and Unbelief, and will be Hill

wichin yoa a ready, Help for every Grace,

and every Duty j
as the Skill of an

Artificer is for his Work. And for wane

of this, when you come among Infidels

or Hereticks, their Reafonings may feem

unanfwerabie to you, and (hake, if not

overthrow your Faith : And you will

(e) 6*4,13,14. CW.i.9, 2. 2. 3- 10. J /w...

F 4 calily
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cafily err in lefler Points, and trouble the

Church with your Dreams and Wrang-
lings. This is the Calamity of many
Profeflbrs } that while they wilfbe molt
cenforious Judges in every Controverry
about Church-matters, they know not
well the Doctrine of the Catechifin.

II. Live daily by Faith on (f) Jefus Cbrifl,
a* tbe Aiediator between God and you. Be

ing well-grounded in the Belief of the

Gofpel, and underftanding Chrifl s Of

fices, make ufe of him flill in all your
Wants. Think on the Fatherly Love of

God, as coming to you through him a-

lone : And of the Spirit, as given by
him your Head, and of the Covenant of

Grace as enafted andfealedby him; and
of the Miniftry as fent by him \ and of
all Times, and Helps, and Hopes, as pro
cured and given by him. When you
think of Sin, and Infirmity, and Temp
tations, think alfo of his fufficitnt par

doning, juftifying and victorious Grace.

When thou thiukeft of the World, the

Flelh, and the Devil, think how heover-
cometh them. Let his Doctrine and the

Pattern of his moft perfect Life, be al

ways before you as your Rule. In all

(/) ph. 17. 3 Epb. 3. 17, 1 3. Mat.28.i9. Eph.i.

22,2?. & 4. 6, 16. Rim.*). 2 Cor. 12.9. Job. id. 33.
J

fob. 5.4. Heb. 4. 14, 1 6. Col. 3. 3 5 4. Afts 7.59.

your
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your Doubts and Fears, and Wants, go
to him in the Spirit, and to the Father

by him, and him alone. Take him as the

Root of your Life and Mercies, and live

as upon him and by his Life \ and when

you die, refign your Souls to him, that

they may be with him where he
t5,

and fee-

hit Glory, To live on Chrifl and ufe him
in every Want, and Addrefs to God, is

more than a general confufed Believing-
in him.

III. So believe in the Holy Gboft, M to

(g) live and work by him, as the Body dotb

by the SouL You are not (fe) baptized into

his Name in vain : (but too few under-
ftand the Senfe and Reafon of it.) The
Spirit is fent by Chrifl: for two great
Works, i. To the Apoftles and Pro

phets, to (i) infpire them infallibly to

preach the Gofpel, and confirm it by
Miracles, and leave it on Record for fol

lowing Ages, in the Holy Scriptures.
2. To all his (&) Members, to illuminate

and fan&ify them, to believe and obey
his Sacred Doftrine j (befideshis common 1

Gift to many, to underftand and preach
it.) The Spirit having firft indited the*

Gofpel, doth by it firft regenerate, and -

(g)(/aL$. 16,25. (h) Mat.iti. 19. (0 John 16, i^.

Heb* 2. 34.. (t) i Cor. 12. 12, 13, Sew* 3, 9, i^..

70^.3. 5) *s

F 5 after
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after govern all true Believers. He is not

now given us for the revealing of new
Doftrines, but to underftand and obey
the (/) Doctrine revealed and fealed by
him long ago. As the Sun doth by its

fweet and warm Influence both give and

cherifh the natural Life of things Senfi-

tive and Vegetative \ fo doth Chrift by
his (m) Spirit our fpiritual Life. As you
do no work but by your natural Life, you
(hould do none but by your fpiritual

Life: You muft not ortly believe, and

love, and pray by it, but manage aU your
Calling by it } for Holimfs to the Lord

muft be written upon all : All things are

fandtified to you, becaufe you being fanc-

tifiedtoGod, devote all to him, and ufe

all for him ^ and therefore muft do all in

the Strength and Condud of the Spirit.

IV. (n) Live wholly upon God, as All in

AU : As the
fir/1 Efficient, principal Diri-

gent, and final Caufe ofall things. Let Faith,

Hope, and Love, be daily feeding on
him* Lee cur Father which art in Heaven^
be firft infcribed on your Hearts, that

he may feem moft amiable to you, and

(/) 2 Tim. 3.1 5 ,
1 6. Jvcle 19.20. (m) ^36.27. If**

44.3. Rcm^.i^. \Cor.6. 1 1. Zec~i4..2o. (n) i Cor.io.

31. Rom. 11.36. 2^0^.5.7,8. 1^.3,1.^0^.5.1,253.
7. jf&amp;gt;/;.i,5. 2 CV. 5, 19,04/4.4, 5,6.

you



you may boldly truft him, and filial Love

may be the Spring of Duty. Make ufe of

the Son and Spirit to lead you to the Fa

ther } and of Faith in Chrift to kindle

and keep alive the Love of God. God s

Love is our Primitive Holinefs, and efpe-

cially called, with its Fruits, Our Santfi-

fication } which Faith in Cbrift is but a:

means to. Let it bs your principal End,

inftudying Chrift, 10 fee the Goodnefs,

Love, and Amiablenefs of God in him :

A condemning God is not To eafily loved,

as a gracious reconciled God. You have

fo much of the Spirit, as you have Love

to God. This is the proper Gift of the

Spirit to all the adopted Sons of God, to

caufe them with filial Affection and De

pendence, to cry, /Itia, Father. Know

not, defire not, love not any Creature,,

but purely as fubot dinate to God. With
out him, let it be nothing to you but as

the Glafs without the Face, or fcattered

Letters without the Senfe ^ r as the

Corps without the Soul. (o)Call nothing

Proiperity or Pleafure, but his Love ;

and nothing Adverfity or Mifery, but his

Difpleafure, and the Caufe and the Fruits

of it. When any thing would fee in lovely

nd deferable, which is againfl him, call

0. 5. & 63737&quot;
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it (f) Dung ! And hear that Man, as
(&amp;lt;j)

Sitan or the Serpent, that would entice

you from him , and count him but Vanity,
a Worm, and Duft, that would affright

you from your Duty to him. Fear him

much, but love him more ! Let (r) Love
be the Soul and End of every other Duty.
It is the End and Reafon of all the reft :

But it hath no End or Reafon, but its

Objedt. Think of no other Heaven, and
End and Happinefs of Man, but Love
the final Aft, and God the final Objed:
Place not your Religion in any thing but
the Love of God, with its Means and
Fruits. Own no Grief, Deiire, or Joy,
but a mourning, a feeking, and a re

joicing Love.

V. Live in the Belkf and Hopes of Heaven,
and (s) feck it as your Part and End

, avid

daily delight your Souls in the fore-thoughts of
the cndlefs Sight and Low of God. As God
is feen on Earth but as in a Glafs, fo is

he proportionably enjoyed. But when

mooroing feeking Love hath done, and
Sin and Enemies are overcome, and we
behold the Glory of God in Heaven, the

Delights of Love will then be perfeft.

(fjPhiLi .j$7(q)Mat. 16.13. (fiiThef.? .^2Cor^^7i 4.

(/) Co/.j. 1,2,3,4. 3/^.6.19,20,21,33. 2 Car.4.17,18.
2.2C\ Heb.6.20. i Cor. 15. 28.. Eph. 4.6.8: i.

Phil. 3. 18^20*. Pf. 73, 25, 26, fih, 18&quot;. 36.

You
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You may deflre more oh Earth than you
may hope for. Look not for a Kingdom
of this World, nor for Mount Zion in the

Wildernefs : Chrift reigneth on Earth, as

Mofa in the Camp, to guide us to the Land
of the Promife y our perfeft Blelfednefs

will be, when the Kingdom is delivered

up to the Father, and God is AH in AH.
A Doubt, or a ftrange heartlefs Thought
of Heaven, is Water caft on the facred

Fire, to quench your Holinefs and your

Joy. Can you travel one whole Day to

fuchan End, and never think on the Place

that you are going to? (Which muft be
intended in every righteous Act, either

notedly, or by the ready unobferved Acl:

of a potent Habit.) When Earth is at the

beft, it will not be Heaven. You live no
further by Faith, like Chriflians, than

you either live for Heaven in feektng it,

or elfeupon Heaven in Hope and Joy.
VL Labour to make Religion your Pleasure

and
(t&amp;gt; Delight. Look oft to God, to

Heaven, to Chrift, to the Spirit, to the

Promifes, to all your Mercies. Call over

your Experiences, and think what matter
of high Delight is ftill before you, and
how unfeemly it is., and how injurious to

(t) fj.i. 2,3. & 84.2,12. ^63. 5&amp;gt;5.&37.4.&9J~.
19. & 11947,70. 7/0.58.14. Pf i 12. i. Rom.i4.i7.

- IJ^ 2 -P/* S 2 - 1 .

your
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your Profeffion, for one that faith he

hopeth for Heaven, to live as fadly as

thofe chat have no higher Hopes than

Earth. How fhould that Man be filled

with Joy, who mull live in the Joys of

Heaven for ever? Efpecially rejoice when
the Meflengers of Death do tell you, that

your endlefs Joy is near. If God, and

Heaven, with all our Mercies in the way,
be not reafon enough for a joyful Life,
there can be none at at). Abhor all Sug-

geflions which would make Religion feem
a tedious irkfome Life. And take heed
that you reprefent it not fo to others ;

for you will never make them in love

with that which you make them not per
ceive to be deledable and lovely. Not
as the Hypocrite, by forcing and framing
his Religion to his carnal Mind and Plea-

fure} but bringing up the Heart to a holy
Suitablenefs to the Pleafnres of Religion.

VII. Watcb as for your Souls , againft tbts

flattering tempting (u}World, efpccially when
it is represented as more fweet and deh&able

than God, and Holtncfs, and Heaven. This
World with its Pleasures, Wealth, and
Honours fc it that is put in the Balance

(u)(jiJ.. .14. i
^o/;.2.i&amp;lt;5,

l6 7 rf;7z i&amp;lt;27 &4-4v-
i Job.$, ; .5 rtwM2.2. GraL I. 4. Tit. 2. 1 1. Mat.iQ.
24, Lnt&amp;gt;.t 2.16,21. & 16.25. fam*i*ii. & $. i2,4.
Lu^, S. i^. tieb. ii. 26.

by



by Satan, againft God, and Holinefs, and

Heaven: And no Man (hall have better

than he chufeth and preferreth. The
Bait taketh advantage of the brutifh

Part, when Reafon is afleep } and if by
the help of Senfe it get the Throne, the

Bead will ride and rule the Man, and
the Reafon become a flave to Senfuality.
When you hear the Serpent, fee his Sting,
and fee Death attending the forbidden

Fruit : When you are rifing, look down
and fee how far you have to fall ! His

Reafon, as well as Faith, is weak, who
for fuch fools-gawds as the Pomp and
Vanities of this World, can forges
God, and his Soul, and Death, and Judg
ment, Heaven and Hell, yea and delibe

rately command them to Hand by. What
Knowledge or Experience can do good
on that Man, who will venture fo much
for fuch a World, which all, that have
tried it, call Vanity at the laft ? How
deplorable then is a Worldling s Cafe ?

Oh fear the World when it fmik:ch, or
fecms fvveet and amiable. Love it not, if

you love your God and your Salvation,

VIII. Fly from Temptations? and crucify
the (x) Fk/b, and keep a conflant Government

g./4. Gal. $.27.

JW.23. 2 Pet. 2.10. Ephef.2.-}. 1 Pet.2. n. Mat.
6. 13. &2&amp;lt;5. 41, Ij^.8. 13,

owr
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over your Appetite and Senfts. Many who
had no defigned dated Vice, or worldly

Intereft, have fhamefully fallen by the

fudden furprize of Appetite or Luft.

When Cuftom hath taught thefe to be

greedy and violent, like a hungry Dog,
or a lulling Boar, it is not a fluggifh Wifli

or Purpofe, that will mortify or rule

them. How dangerous a cafe is that Man
in, who hath fo greedy a Beaft continu

ally to reftrain, that if he do but neg
lect his Watch one Hour, is ready to run

him headlong into Hell? Who can be

fafe that ftandeth long on fo terrible a

Precipice? The Tears and Sorrows of

many Years may perhaps not repair the

lofs which one Hour or Aft may bring.
The Cafe of David and many others, are

dreadful Warnings. Know what it is

that you are moft in danger of , whether

Luft and Idlenefs, orExcefsin Meats, or

Drinks, or Play } and there fet your

ftrongeft Watch, for your Prefervation.

Make it your daily bufinefs to mortify
that Luft, and fcorn that your brutifh

Senfe of Appetite fliould conquer Reafon.

Yet truft not Purpofes alone, but away
from the Temptation: Touch not, yea
look not on the tempting Bait: Keep
far enough ofFj if you defke to be fafe.

What



What Miferies come from fmall begirt

nings? Temptation leads to Sin, and fmall

Sins to greater,, and thofe to Hell ! And
Sin and Hell are not to be played with !

Open your Sin or Temptation ta fome

Friend, that Shame may fave you from

Danger.
IX. Keep up a conftant skilful Government

overyour (y) Paffions and your Tongues. To
this end, keep a tender Confidence, which
will fmart when in any of thefe you fin.

Let holy Paflions be well ordered, and fel-

fifh carnal Paffions be reftrained. Let

your (*.) Tongues know their Duties to

God and Man, and labour to be Ikilfui

and refolute in performing them. Know
all the Sins of the Tongue, that you may
avoid them j for your Innocency and

Peace do much depend on the prudent
Government of your Tongues.

X. Govern your (a) Thoughts with con-

ftant skilful Diligence. In this, right Ha
bits and Affections will do mod by in

clining them unto Good. It s eafy [to

think on that which we love. Be not

00 J*m* ! 19- & 3- I3&amp;gt; 1? i ?** 3- 4- Mat. $.

. Eph. 4.2, 3. Co/.?. 12. (0 Jam. i. 26. & 3. 5,6.

Pf. 34. 13. Prov, 1 8. 21. (a) Dent. 15.9- 2 Cor.

10. $. Gen. 6. 5. F/.io. 4. & 94. 19. & 119- ll l

Prov. 12. 5. & 13. 26. Pf. i, 15, 39. Prov. 30. 32.

7er. 4. 14. Pent. 32. 29.
unfur-



unfurmihed of matter for your Thoughts
to work upon: And often retire your
felves for ferious Meditation. Be not fo

folitary and deep in Mufings, as to over-

ftretch your Thoughts and confound your

Minds, or take you off from neceflary
Converfe with others : Bui be fure that

you be Coafiderate, and dwell much at

home , and converfe molt with your
Conferences and your God, with whom
you have the greateft Bufinefs. Leave net

your Thoughts unimpfoyed, or ungo-
verned : Scatter them not abroad upon
impertinent Vanities. O that yon knevsr

what daily buiinefs you have for them !

Mod Men are wicked, deceived, and un

done, beeaufe they are inconliderate, and
dare not, or will not, retiredly and fo-

berly, ufe their Reafon ; or ufe it but as

a Slave in Chains, in the fervice of their

Pafllon, JLuft and Intereft. He was never

Wife, or Good, or Happy, who was
not foberly and impartially Confiderate.
How to be Good, to do Good, and final

ly enjoy Good, mud be the Sum of ail

your Thoughts. Keep them firft holy,
then charitable, clean and chafte. And
quickly check them when they look to
wards Sin,

XL Let



XI. Let (b)Time be exceeding precious
in your Eyes, and carefully and diligently re

deem it. What hafte doth it make ? And
how quickly will it be gone? And then
how highly will it be valued j when a

Minute of it can never be recalled ? O
what important buflnefs have we for

every Moment of our Time, if we fhould

live a thoufand Years ! Take not that

Man to be well in his Wits, or to know
his God, his End, his Work, or his Dan
ger, who hath Time to fpare. Redeem
it, not only from needlefs Sports, and

Plays, and Idlenefs, and Curiofity, and

Compliment, and Excefs of Sleep, and

Chat, and Worldlinefs ; but alfo from

Entanglements of leffer Good, which
would hinder you from greater. Spend
time, as Men that are ready to pafs into

another World, where every Minute mufl
be accounted for j and ic mult go with
us for ever as we lived here. Let not
Health deceive you into the expectation
of living long, and fo into a fenflefs

Negligence. See your Glafs running,
and keep a reckoning of the Expence of

Time : and fpend it juft as you would
review it when it is gone.

(b)Epb. 5. i&amp;lt;5. JM.I4. i, 2. A8s 17.21. i Cor.j.

29. 2 Cor.6.2. 7e/;.9,4, . 12.42,44. Pfal. 19* 4
Mat. 25. 10,12.

XII. Let
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XII. Let the (c) Love of all in their feve-
ral Capacities, become as it were your very
Nature

, and doing them aU the Goodyou can,
be very much of the Bufinefs of your Lives.

God muft be loved in all his Creatures,
his natural Image on all Men, and his fpi-

ritual Image on his Saints. Our Neigh
bour muft be loved as our natural felves :

That is, our natural Neighbour as our na

tural Self, with a Love of Benevolence y

and our fpiritual Neighbour as our fpiri-
tual Self, with a Love of Complacence.
In oppofition to Complacence, we may
hate our finful Neighbour, as we muft
our felves much more : Bur in oppofition
to Benevolence, we muft neither hate our

Selves, our Neighbour, or oar Enemy.
O that Men knew how much of Chrifti-

anity doth confift in Love, and doing
Good! With what Eyes do they read the

Gofpel, who fee not this in every Page ?

Abhor all that Selfifhncfs, Pride, and

Paflion, which are the Enemies of Lave,
and thofe Opinions, and Factions, and

Cenfurings,and Back-bitings,which would

deftroy it Take him that fpeaketh evil

of another to you, without a juft Caufe and

(c) i 7//H.i.$ }
6. Mat.i 9. 1 9. Rom. 1 3. 10. ifoh.i.]6.

Call,
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Call, to be Satan s Meffenger, intreating
you to hate your Brother, or to abate

your Love. For to perfuade you that a
Man is bad, is diredly to perfuade you
fo far to hate him. Not that the good
and bad mud be confounded : Bat Love
will call none bad, without containing
Evidence. Rebuke Back-biters. Hurt no

Man, and fpeak evil of no Man } unlefs it

be not only juft, but necefiary to fome

greater Good. Love is lovely : They
that love, fhall be beloved. Hating and

hurting makes Men hateful. Love thy

Neighbour as thy ftl}\ and do as tbou wouldft
be done by, are the Golden Rules of our

Duty to Men } which muft be deeply
written on our Hearts. For want of this,
thereis nothing fo fa Ife, fo bad, fo cruel,
which you may not be drawn to think,
or fay, or do againft your Brethren.

Selfilhnefs and want of Love, do as na

turally tend to Ambition and Comouf-
nefs, and thence to Cruelty againft all that

ftand in the way of their DeuV s, as the

Nature of a Wolf to kill th- Lambs.
All Factions and Contentions n^\ Perfe-

cutions in the World, proceed from Sel-

fifhnefs and want of Charity. Devouring
Malice is the Devilim Nature. Be as

Zealous in doing good to all, as Satan s

Ser-
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Servants are in hurting. Take it as the

ufe of all your Talents, and ufe them as

you would hear of it at laft. Let it be

your Bufinefs, and not a matter on the by,

efpecially for Publick Good, and Men s

Salvation. And what you cannot do

your felves, perfuade others to. Give
them good Books : And draw them to the

Means which are moft like to profit

them.
XIII. Under/land the right Terms of

Church. Communion : Effecially theVnity of
the Univerfal Church, and the Univerfal

Communion, whichyou mufl hold with all the

Parts ; and the difference between the Church

as Mfibie and Inviftble. For want of thefe,

how woful are our Diviflons ? Read oft

i Cor. 12. &/&amp;gt;k-4. i, to 17. Job. 1 7.2 1,22,

23. .^,4.32. &2. 42. i Cor. i. 10, ii, 13.

&3.3. Rom.i6.i7. 7^/7.2.1,2,3,4, i
Thef.&amp;lt;$.

12,13. 48.20.30. i Cor.i 1. 19. Tit.$.io.

Jam.3.Col.i.4.Heb.io.2$. ^#.8.12,13,37.
i Cor.i.2,i3. & 3.3,4. & 11.18,21. Study
thefe well. You mufl: have Union and

Communion in Faith and Love, with all

the Chriftians in the World. And refufe

not local Communion when you have a juft

Call, f far as they put you not on finning.
Let your ufual meeting be with the pu-
reft Church, if you lawfully may, (and

itill



ftili refpeft the Publick Good ;) but

fometimes occafionally communicate even

with defective faulty Churches, fo be it

they are true Chriftians, and put you not

on Sin \ That fo you may (hew that you
own them as Chriftians, though you dif-

own their Corruptions. Think not your

prefence maketh all the faults of Mini-

firy, Worfhip, or People to be yours, (for

then I would join with no Church in the

World.) Know that as the myftical Church

confifteth of Heart-Covenanters, fo doth

the Church as vifibly confift of Verbal

Covenanters, which make a credible Pro-

feffion of Confent. And that Nature and

Scripture teacheth to take every JVlan s

Word as credible, till Perfidioufnefs for

feit his Credit } which Forfeiture mufl

be proved, before any fober Profeflion

can be taken for an inefficient Title.

00 Grudge not then at the Communion
of any profefied Chriftian in the Church

Vifible: (though we muft do our Part

to caft out the obftinately impenitent by

Difcipline^ which if we cannot do, the

Fault is not ours.) The prefence of Hy
pocrites is no hurt, but oft a Mercy to

the Sincere. How fmall elfe would the

Church feem in the World ? Outward

(X) Map. 13. 29,41-
Pnvi-
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Privileges belong to outward Covenan
ters , and inward Mercies to the Sincere.

(i) Divifion is wounding, and tends to

Death. Abhor it, as you love the Church s

Welfare or your own : The Wifdom from
above is firft pure, and then peaceable.
Never feparate what God conjoineth. It

is the earthly, fenfual, devililh Wifdom,
which caufeth bitter Envying, and Strife,

and Confuflon, and every evil Work.
BlefTed are the Peace-makers.

XIV. Take heed of (f) Pride and Self-

conceitednefs in Religion: If once you over

value your own Qnderftandings, your
crude^ Conceptions and grofs Miftakes

will delight you as fome fupernaturai

Light : And inflead of having companion
on the Weak, you will be unruly, and

Defpifers of your Guides, and cenforious

Contemners of all that differ from you 5

and Perfecutors of them, if you have

Power -,
and will think all intolerable,

that take you not as Oracles, and your
Words as Law. Forget not that the

Church hath always fuffered by cenfori

ous unruly Profeflbrs on the one hand,

(and O what Divifions and Scandals have

thev caufed !) as well as by the Profane

(e) fib. 16. 2. i Cor. i. 10. Rom. 16. 17. Jam. 3.

14,15,16,17,13. (/) 1 1101.3.6-. Co/.2.i8. i Cor.S.t.

i Cor. 4. 6. i Tim, 6. 4. i Pet. 5. 5. Jttm. 3. i, 17.

and
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and Perfecutors on the other. Take heed

of both: And when Contentions are a-

foot, be quiec and (Ilent, and not too

forward : and keep up a Zeal for Love
and Peace.

XV. Be faithful and confcionable in aft

GO your Relations. Honour and obey your
Parents, and other Superiors : Defpife

not, and reilft not Government : If you
fuffer unjuftly by them, be humbled for

thofe Sins, which caufe God to turn your
Protedtors into Affli&ors : And inftead

of murmuring and rebelling againft them,
reform your felves, and then commit
your felves to God. Princes and Paftors

I will not fpeak to : Subjects, and Ser

vants, and Children, mult obey their

Superiors, as the Officers of God.
XVI. Keep up the Government of God in

your (h) Families. Holy Families mu/l be
the chief Preiervers of the Interelt of

Religion in the World. Let not the

World turn God s Service into a cufto-

mary lifelefs Form. Read the Scripture,
and edifying Books to them: Talk with
them ferioufly about the State of their

Souls, and everhftin^ Life : Pray with
them fervently ; Watch ovcf them crili-

(g) P^- 5- & 6. CoL 3.&4. Horn. 13. i ;

2.13,15, (,6) Com. 4. fifl}.24.i&amp;lt;).Dekt.6.6,7^.-D*w.6.

G gently-



^gently 5 be angry againflSin, and meek
In your own Caufe ; be Examples of Wif-

dom, Holineis, a??d Patience \ and fee

that the Lord s. Day be fpent in holy
Preparation for Eternity.

XVII. Let your (*) Catlings be managed
in Hoiintfs and Laborioufmfs. Live not in
Idlenefs

j
be not flothful in your Work,

whether you be Bound or Free
^ in the

Sweat of your Brows you rnuft eat your
Bread, and labour the fix Days, that you
may have to give to him that needeth.
Slothfulnefs b Senfuality, as well as fil

thier Sins, T he Body (&quot;that
is able) mnft

have fit Employments as well as the Soul,
or elfe Body and Soul will fare the worfe \

but let all be but as the labour of a

Traveller, and aim at God and Heaven
in all.

XV 111. Deprive not your felves of the be-

nefit of an able faithful (k) Paflor^ to whom

you may ofen your Cafe in fecret ,
cr at leaft

of a holy (/) faithful Friend : And be not

(wi) difpieafid at their free Reproofs. Wo
to him than is alone ! How blind and par
tial are we in our own Caufe, and how

i

* * t

(T) Jfeb. 13.$. Command 4. 2 Theff, 3 . 10, 12.

3 Theff. 4. 7. i Tim. ). 13. Prov. 31. i Cor. j. 29.
Mil* 2. 7. (/) Eccl.4. 10, 11. (m) Prov. 12,

15. 5&amp;gt; 10,31. /fcJ.3- 13-

hard
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hard is it to know our feives without an

able faithful Helper! you forfeit this

great Mercy when you love a: Flatterer,

and angrily defend your Shu

XIX. (n) Prepare for Sidnefs, Sufferings,

and Death. Overvalue not Prosperity,

nor the Favour of Man. If fcifife Men

prove falfe and cruel to you, even thofe

of whom you have deferved belt, marvel

not at it, but pray for your Enemies,

Perfecutors, and Slanderers, that God
would turn their Hearts, and pardon

them. What a Mercy is it to be driven

from the World to God, when the Love

of the World is the greateft Danger of

the Soul? Be ready to die, and you are

ready for any thing. Ask your Hearts

ferioufly, What is it that I (hall need at a

dying Hour? And let it fpeedily be got

ready, and not be to feek in the time ot

your Extremity.
XX. Underftand the true Method of Ps$ct

of Confcience, and judge not of the State of

your Souls upon deceitful Grounds. As pre-

fumptuous Hopes do keep Men from Con-

verdon, and embolden them to Sin-, fo

caufelefs Fears do hinder oar Love and

Praife of God, by obfcuring hisLoveli-

00 Luez* e

--\ 9. 4, 5- Mtt-7 4, 5- 2 Cor. 5. 1,2,4,8-

G 2 nefs



rsefs-, and they deftroy our Thankfulnefs,
and our Delight in God, and make us

a Burden to our felves, and a grievous

Stumbling- Block to others. The general
Grounds of all our Comfort are, i. The
(o) gracious Nature of God. 2. The

Q&amp;gt;)

Sufficiency of Chrift. And, 3. the Truth
and (9) Univerfality of the Promife,
which giveth Chrift and Life to all, if

they will accept him. But this Acceptance
is the Proof of your particular Title,
without which thefe do but aggravate

your Sin. Confent to God s Covenant
is the true Condition and Proof of your
Title to God as your Father, Saviour,
and Sanaifier, and fo to the faving Blef-

lings of the Covenant} which Confent,
if you furvive, rnulb produce the Duties

which you confent to.

He that heartily confenteth that God
be his God, his Saviour and Sandifier,
is in a State of Life. But this mcludeth
the (r) rejection of the World : Much

Knowledge, and Memory, and Utterance

and lively Aife&ions, are all very de-

lirable j but you muft judge your State

(o) Exoct. 34. 6.
Q&amp;gt;)

heb. 7. 25. (q) Joh. 4. 42.

Job. 3. 1 6. i Tim. 4. 10. & 2. 4. Mat. 28. 19, 20.

. 17. ffa 55. 1,2,3,6,7. (r) Luke 14. 26,33.

i,!?.

by



by none of thefe, for they are all uncer
tain. But, i. If God, and Holinefs, and
Heaven, have the higheit Eftimation of
your praftical Judgment, as being e-
fteemed bell for you : 2. And be pre
ferred in the Choice and Refolution of
your Wills, and that habitually before
all the Pleafures of the World : 3. And
be fiift and chiefly fought in your en
deavours: This is the infallible Proof of

your Santfification.

Chriilian, Upon long and ferious Study
and Experience, 1 dare boldly commend
thefe Directions to thee, as the Way of
God, which will end in Bleflednefs. The
Lord refolve and flvengthen thee to obey
them.

This is the true Conftitution ofchrifti-
anity : TfJls is true Godllnefs , and this
is to be Religious indeed : And all this is

no more than to be ferioufly fuch, as all

among us in general Words profefs to
be. This is the Religion which mult dif
ference you from Hypocrites , which
muft fettle you in Peace, and make you
an Honour to your Profcffion, and a

Bleffing to thofe that dwell about you.
Happy is the Land, the Church, the Fa

mily, which doth confifl of fuch as thefe !

Thefe are not they that either perfecute
G 3



or divide the Church, or that nuke their

Religion a Servant to tfeeir Policy, to their

ambitious Defigns, or flefhly Lufts } nor

that make it the Bellows of Sedition or

Rebellion, or of an enyious hurtful Zeal,

or a Snare for the Innocent, or a Piftol to

fhoot at the upright in Heart : Thefe are

not they that have been the Shame of their

Profedion, the hardning of ungodly Men
and Infidels, and that have caufed theEne*

lilies of the Lord toblafpheme. If any Man
will make a Religion of or for his Lufts, of

Papal Tyranny, or Pharifaical Formality,
or of his private Opinions, or of proud
Cenforioufnefs, and Contempt of other?,
and of Faction, and unwarrantable Se

parations and Divifions, and of (landing
at a more obfervable diftance from com
mon Profeflbrs of Chti-ftianity, than God
would have them ; or yet of pulling up
the Hedge of Difcipline, and laying
Chrift s Vineyard common to the Wil-
dernefs ; the Storm is coming^ when this

Religion founded on the Sand wiH
fall,

and great will be the fall thereof. When
the Religion which confifteth in Faith
and Love to God and Man, in mortifying
the Flefli, and crucifying the Wprld, in

Self-denial, Humility and Patience, in

fincere



flncere Obedience, -and Faithfulnefs in afl

Relations, in watchful Self-Government,
in doing Good, and in a Divine and

Heavenly Life , .tho it will be hated by
the ungodly World, (hall never be a dif-

honour to your Lord, nor deceive or

difappoint your Souls.

A Short Catechifw.

. i. \THM b tb* Cbriftian Reli-

Anwf. The Chriftian Pveligion is the Bap-
tifmal Covenant made and kept , wherein

God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft,dotl*

give himfe.lt to be our reconciled God and

Father, our Saviour and San&ifier } and

we believingly give up our felves accor

dingly to him, renouncing the Flefh, the

World, and the Devil. Which Covenant
is to be oft renewed, fpecialty in the Sa

crament of the Lord s Supper.

Quefl. 2. Where u our Covenant Part

and Duty fuliier opened ?

Anfv. i. In the Creed, as the Sum of

our Belief.

2. In the Lord s Prayer, as the Sura of

our Delires.

G 4 3. And
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$. And in the Ten Commandments
(as given us by Clirift^ with the Gofpel-
Explications) as the Sum of our Practice.

Which are asfolloweth.

The CREED.

J
Believe in God the Father Almighty,
Creator of Heaven and Earth : And

_ Jefus Chrifl his only Son our Lord,
which was conceived by the Holy Ghoft,
born of the Virgin Mary, fuffered un-der

Pontius Pilate, was Crucified, Dead, and
Buried : He defcended into Hell : The
third day he rofe again from the Dead,
he afcended into Heaven, and fltteth on
the right Hand of God the Father Al

mighty i from thenct he fhall come to

judge the Quick and the Dead : I believe

in the Holy Ghoft, the Holy Catholick

Church, the Communion of Saints, the

forgivenefs of Sins, the Refurredion of
the Body, and the Life Everlafling.
Amtn.

Tbe LORD s P RATER.

OUR
Father which art; in Feaveg,

Hallowed be thy Name, Thy King,
domcome. Thy Will be done on Earth

as



as it is Heaven. Give us this Day our

daily Bread. And forgive us our Trefpaf-

fes, as we forgive them that trefpafs a

gainft us : And lead us not into Tempta
tion, but deliver us from Evil : For thine

is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the

Glory, for ever. Amen.

The Jen Commandments.

I. T Am the Lord thy God which have

JL brought thee out of the Land of

Egypt, out of the Houfe of Bondage :

Thou malt have no other Gods before

me.
U. Thou (halt not make unto thee any

graven Image, or any likenefs of any thing

that is in Heaven above, or that is in

the Earth beneath, or that is in the Water
under the Earth ; thou (halt not bow
down thy felf to them, nor ferve them :

For I the Lord thy God am a jealous

God, vifiting the Iniquity of the Fathers

upon the Children, unto the third and

fourth Generation of them that hate me :

And (hewing Mercy unto thoufands of

them that love me and keep my Com
mandments.

III. Thou (halt not take the Name cf

the Lord tfiy God in vain : For the Lot d
G
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will not hold him guiltlefs that taketh
his Name in vain.

IV. Remember the Sabbath Day to

keep it holy : Six Days (halt thou labour

and do all thy Work; but the feveflthDay
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, in it

thou (halt not dq any Work, thou, nor

thy Son, nor thy Daughter, thy Man-

fervant, nor thy Maid-fervant, nor thy
Cattel, nor the Stranger that is within

thy Gates. For iq fix Days the Lord
made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, anc} ail

that in them is , and refted the feventh

Day, wherefore the Lard blelfed the

Sabbath-Day, and hallowed it.

V. Honour thy F^cfier 3n4 tt&amp;gt;y Mother,
that thy Days may be long upon the Lad
Which the Lord tby God giveth thee.

VI. Thou (hale not kill.

VII. Thou (halt no,t commit Adultery.
VUI. Thou (halt not (leal.

IX- Thou (halt not hear falfe Witnefa

againft thy Neighbour.
X. Thou (halt not covet thy Neigh

bour s Houfe, thou (halt pot covet thy

Neighbour s Wife, nor his Man-fervantt

nor his Maid-fervant, nor his Ox, nor
his Afs, nor any thing that is thy Neigh
bour s.

Qpcft. .
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Quell. 3. Where is the Cbriftian Religion

mofl fully opened, and entirely contained ?

Anfr. In the Holy Scriptures, efpea-

allyof the New Teilament: Where, by

Chrifl, and his Apoflles and Evangehfls

infpired by his Spirit,
the Hiftory of

Chrift and his Apoilies is Efficiently de

livered, the Promifes and Dodnne of

Faith are perfefed, the Covenant of

Grace molt clearly opened, and Church-

Offices, Worfhip, and DifdpUne efta-

blifhed j with the onderitanding whej-eof,

the ftrongcft Chriftians may increafe

while they&quot;
live on Earth.

The Explained Profejfton of fa Cbnfiictn

Religion.

I. y Believe that there is one GOD, sn

infinite Spirit of Life, Underftand-

ing and Will: perfectly Powerful^ Wife

and Good ^ the Father, the

Word and the Spirit, the The

Creator , Governour , and

End of ail things*, our abfolute

our moft juft Ruler, and cur moil Graci

ous Benefa&or, and moil amiable Good,

II. I believe that Man being made in

the Image of God, aa embodied-.Spirit of



.

Life, VndaftMding, and Will, with holy

Vivacity, Wifdom, and Love, to know,
and love, and ferve his Creator here and
for ever, did by wilful finning fall from
his God, his Holinefs and Innocency, un
der the Wrath of God, the Condemna
tion of his Law, and the Slavery of the

Flefh, the World, and the Devil. And
that God fo loved the World, that he

gave his only Son to be their Redeemer i

who being GOD, and one with the

Father, took our Nature, and became
MAN: Being conceived by the Holy
Ghoft, born of the Virgin Mary, called

Jcfus Cbrift, who was perfectly Holy, Sin-

lefs, fulfilling all Righteoufnefs, over

came the Devil and the World, and gave
himfelf a Sacrifice for our Sins, by fuf-

fering a curfed Death on the Crofs, to

ranfom us, and reconcile us unto God ,

and was buried, and went among the

Dead: the third Day he rofe again, ha

ving conquered Death. And he fully

eftablifhed the Covenant of Grace, that

all that truly repent and believe, (hall

have the Love of the Father, the Grace
of the Son, and the Commuuion of the

Holy Spirit , and if they love God, and

obey him fincetely to the Death, they
(hall be glorified with him in Heaven for

ever :



ever: And the Unbelievers,; Impenitent,
and Ungodly fhall go to everlafting Pu-
nifhment And having commanded his

Apoftles to preach the Gofpel to all

the World, and promifed his Spirit, he
afcended into Heaven: Where he is the

glorified Head over all Things to the

Church, and our prevailing Interceflbr

with the Father : Who will there receive

the departed Souls of the Juftified } and
at the end of this World will come a-

gain and raife all the Dead, and will judge
all according to their Works, and juftly
execute his Judgment.

III. I believe that God, the Holy Spi

rit, was given by the Father and the Son,
to the Prophets, Apoflles, and Evan-

gelifts, to be their infallible Guide in

Preaching and Recording the Doctrine

of Salvation-, and the Witmfs of its

certain Truth, by his manifold Divine

Operations: and to quicken, illuminate,
and fanftify all true Believers, that they

may overcome the Flefh, the World and
the Devil. And all that are thus fancli-

fied, are one holy Catholick Church of

Chrift, and mull live in holy Communion,
and have the pardon of their Sins, and

fliall have everlalting Life.

Belie-



Believing in God the Father, Son and

Holy Spirit, I do prefently, abfolutely,

and refolvedly ^ive up my
The Confent felf to him, ray Creator and
or Covenant, reconciled God and Father,

my Saviour and San&ifier :

And repenting of my Sins, 1 renounce

the Devil, the World, and the finful

Defires of the Flefh : And denying my
felff and taking up my Crofs, I confene

to follow Chrift the Captain of my Sal

vation, in hope of his proraifed Grace
and Glory.

A Short CATECHISM for thofe

that have learned the Firft.

Queft. i. T WT HA T do ym believe con&quot;

i dflent. V V corning G O D ?

Anfo. There is only one God \ an la-

finite Spirit of Life, Underftanding and

Will, molt perfectly Powe- p
ul, Wife and

Good: The Father^ th -/or^, and the
Sfirit *,

The Creatoi\ fVexaour and End
of all Things \ Oai ^&amp;gt;jiite Owner, our

moft juft Ruler^ rv^
;;;r moft Gracious

and moft Amiable a* attu

Queft.
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. 2. What believe you of the Crea*

,
and the Nature of Man^ and the Law

which was given to him?

Anfv. God created all the World :

and made M A N in his own Image^ an

imbodied Spirit of Life, Underftanding
and Will, with holy Livelinefs, Wifdom
and Love j to know, and love, and ferve

his Maker, here and for ever : And

gave him the Inferiour Creatures for

his ufe } but forbad him to eat of

the Tree of Knowledge, upon pain of

Death.

Quell. 3. What believeyou of Man s Fall

into Sin and Mtfwy. ?

Anfw. Man being tempted by Satan,
did by wilful finning fall from his Holi-

nefs, his Innocency, and his Happinefs*
under t he ]u (lice of God, the Condemna
tion of his Law, and the Slavery of the

Flefh, the World, and the Devil } whence

finful, guilty, and miferable Natures are

propagated to all Mankind : And no mere
Creature is able to deliver us.

Quell. 4.. What believe you, of Afatfs

Redemption by Jefus Chrifl ?

Anfw. God fo loved the World, that

he gave his only Son to be their Saviour:

Who being GOD, and One with the

Rather, took our Nature, and became



MAM , being conceived by the Holy
Gbofh Born of the Virgin May ^ and
called JESUS CHRIST? who was per

fectly Holy, without Sin, fulfilling all

Righteoufnefs \ and overcame the Devil

and the World } and gave hirnfelf a

Sacrifice for our Sins, by fuffering a Cur-

fed Death on the Crofs to ranfom us,

and reconcile us unto God ; and was

buried, and went among the Dead : the

third Day he rofe again, having con

quered Death j and having fealed the

New Covenant with his Blood, he com
manded his Apoftles and other Minifters,
to preach the Gofpel to all the World ;

and promifed the Holy Ghofl. And then

afcended into Heaven, where he is God
and Man, the glorified Head over all

things to his Church, and our prevailing
IntercefTorwith God the Father.

Queft. 5. What is the New Teftament, or

Covenant, or Law of Grace?

Anfw. God, through Jcfus Cbrift, doth

freely give to all Mankind Himfelf, to

be their reconciled God and Father, his

Son to be their Saviour, and his Holy Spirit

to be their San&ifier, if they will be

lieve and accept the Gift, and will give

tip themfelves to him accordingly ^ Re

penting of their Sins, and confenting to
* ** - - * ._-.-_ r r i

forfake



forfake the Devil, the World and the

Fleih, and fiwertfy (tho not perfeftly)

to obey Cbrift and his Spirit to the End,

according to the Law of Nature, and his

Gofpel Inftitutions,
that they may be glor

rified in Heaven for ever.

Queft. 6. What believe you of the Hoy

Gbofl ?

Anfn. God the Holy Spirit was given

by the Father and the Son to the Pro

phets, Apoftles, and Evangelifts,
to bs

their infallible Guide in preaching and

recording the Doftrine of Salvation ; and

the Witncfs-of its certain Truth by his

manifold Divine Operations. And he is

given, to quicken, illuminate, and fancti-

fy all true Believers, and to fave them

from the Devil, the World, and the

Flefh. ...

Queft. 7. What believe you of the Holy

Catbolick Cburcb, tbe Communion of Saints,

and tbe Forgivenefs of Sins ?

Anfw. All that truly content to the

Baptifmal Covenant, are one fanaihed

Cburck or Body of Cbrifl, and have Com

munion in the fame Spirit
of F*^ and

Love, and have the forgivenefs
of a 1

their Sins : and all that by Baptifra vtftily

covenant, and that continue to profefs

Cbrijlianity and HMncfi, are the
universal



vifible Church on Earth ; and mufr keep

holy Communion with Love and Peace

in the particular Churches ;
in the Doc

trine, Worfhip, and Order inftituted by
Cbrift.

Queft. 8- Wbat believe you of the Refur-

re&ion and EverlafHng Life ?

Anfo. At Death the Souls of the Juf-
tified go to Happinefs with Chrift, and
the Souls of the Wicked to Mifery : And
at the End of this World, Chrifl will

come in
GU&amp;gt;ry,

and will raife the Bodies

of all Men from Death, and will judge all

according to their Works: And the

Righteous fhall go into Everlafting Life,

where being made perfect themfelves,

they fhall fee God, And ptrfecJly love and

fraife him with Chrift.,

and a 11 the glorified
Church j and the reft into Everlafting
Punifhment.

Quefl. 9. Tou have told we
II. Confent, what you believe: TeU me now

what is the full Refolution and
Defire of your Will, concerning all th vs

which you believe ?

Anfw. Believing in God the Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit, I do prefently, ab-

folutely, and refolvedly give up my felf

to him, my Creator and reconciled God
and Father, niy Saviour, and my Sandi-

fier.



fier. And repenting of my Sins, I re

nounce the Devil, the World, and the

finful Defires of the F.lefli. And denying

my felf, and taking up my Crofs, I con-

fent to follow Chriil the Captain of my
Salvation } in hope of the Grace and Glo

ry promifed. Which I daily defire and

beg as he hath taught me, faying, [Our
Father pbicb art in Heaven, &c]

Queft. 10. What is that Practice which

by this Covenant you are obliged to ?

Anfa. According to the Law of Na
ture, and Cbrift s Inftitutions, 1 muft (de-

firing Perfe&ion) fincerely obey him in

a Life of faith, and Hope, accl Loves

Loving God as God, for himfelf above

all, and loving my felf as his Servant,

efpecially my Soul ; and feeking its Ho-
linefs and Salvation; and loving my
Neighbours as my felf. I muft avoid all

Idolatry of Mind or Body, and muft

worfhip God according to his Word, by

Learning and iMeditating on his Word j

by Prayer, Thankf-
eivin? Praife and e Lord s Supper, an&amp;lt;t

8
r A - c Mer Church Ordintn-

ufe of his Sacraments j ces^
are opeiled in the

I muft not profane, villtb Day s Confe-

butholilyufe his holy rence, and mor? fuffy

Name: I muft keep
-&amp;gt; Univerfal Con-

holy the Lord s Day,
cor(L

efpe-
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efpecially in Communion with the Church-
AITemblies : I muft honour and obey my
Parents, Magiftrates, Pallors, and other

Rulers : I muft not wrong my Neighbour
in Thought, Word, or Deed, in his Soul,
his Body, his Chaftity, Eftate, Right cr

Property } but do him all the good I

can : And do as I would be done by ;

which is fummed up in the Ten Com-
rtwndments, [God fpake tbefe words, fay
ing, &c-]

A
&amp;lt;prayer for Families In the Method

of the Lord s (prayer, being but

an
Expofition of it.

MOST Glorious GOD, who art

Power and Wifdom, and Good-
nefs it felf, the Creator of all Things ^

the Orwr, the Ruler^ and the Benefattor
of the WorM, but efpecially of thy
Church and ChoTen Ones : Though by
Sin original and a&ual, we were thy Ene

mies, the Siara of&quot; Satan and ourFIefb,
and under thy Difpltafure, and the con
demnation of thy Law ; yec thy Children
Redeemed by JefiuChrift thy Son, and

Rege-



Regenerated by the Holy Spirit, have
leave to call thee their Reconciled Father .

For by thy Covenant of Grace thou halt

given them thy Son to be their Head,
their T,eacher, and their Saviour i and
in him thou haft pardoned, adopted, and
fan&ified them} fealing and preparing
them by thy Holy Spirit, for the Coelef-

tial Kingdom, and beginning in them
that holy L//V, and Light, and Love v;hich

Ihall be perfected with thee in Everlaiting

Glory. O with what wondrous Love halt

thoH loved us, that of Rebels we fliould

be made the Sons of God ! Thou haft ad

vanced us to this Dignity, that we might
be devoted wholly to Thee as Thine Own,
and might delightfully obey Thee, and

entirely love Thee, with all our Heart;;
and fo might glorify Thee here and for

ever.

O caufebothus, and all thy Churches,
and all the World to hallow thy great
and holy Name! And to live to thee as

our Ultimate End } that thy fhining

Image on Holy Souls may glorify thy
Divine Perfedion.

And caufe both us and all the F.arth,

to cad off the Tyronny of Satan ard the

Flefh, and to acknowledge the Supreme
Authority, and to become the Kingdoms

of
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of Thee and thy Son Jefus, by a willing
and abfolute Subjedion. O perfed thy

Kingdom of Grace in our felves and in

the World, and haften the Kingdom of

Glory.
And caufe us and thy Churches, and

all the People of the Earth, no more to

be ruled by the Lufts of the Flefk, and

their erroneous Conceits, and by Self will \

but by thy perfed Wtfdom and holy Will

revealed in thy Laws : Make known thy
Word to all the World, and fend them
the MefTengers of Grace and Peace } and

caufe Men to underftand^ believe, and obey
the Gofpel of Salvation, and that with

fuch Holinefs, Unity, and Love, that the

Earth may be made liker unto Heaven ,

and not only thy fcattered imperfedt

Flock, but thofe alfo, who in their car

nal and ungodly Minds do now refufe a

holy Life, and think thy Word and Ways
too jflrid, may deflre to imitate even the

heavenly Church, where Thou art obey
ed, and loved, and praifed, with high

Delight, in Harmony and Perfe&ion.

And becaufe our Being is the fubjed
of our Well-being^ maintain us in the Life

which thou haft here given us, until the

Work of Life be finifhed*, and give us

fuch Health of Mind and Body, and fuch

Pro-



Proteftion and Supply of all onr Wants,
as fhail beft.fit us for our Duty, and make
us contented with our daily Bread, aad

patient if we wane it : Aed fave us from
the love of the Riches, and Honours, and
PJeafures of this World, and the Pride,
and idlenefs, and Senfuality which they
cherifh: And caufe us to ferve thy Pro
vidence by our diligent Labours, and to

ferve thee faithfully wuh all that thou

giveft us : And let us not make provifion
for the Flefti, to fatisfy its Defires and
Lulls.

And we befeech thee of thy Mercy,
through the Sacrifice and Propitiation
of thy Beloved Son, forgive us ail our

Sins, original and adtual, from our Birth

to this Hour j our Omiflions of Duty, and

committing of what thou didft forbid;
our Sins of Heart, and Word, and

Deed \ our finful Thoughts and Affecti

ons, our finful Paflions and Difcontents ;

our fecret and our open Sins , our Sins of

Negligence, and Ignorance, and Rafh-

nefs} but efpecially our Sins againlt

Knowledge and Confcience, which have

made the deepeft Guilt and Wounds.

Spare us, O Lord, and let not our Sins

fo find us out as to be our Ruin \ but let

us fo find them out, as truly to repent
and



and turn to thee. Efpecially panifh us
not wich che lofs of thy Grace. Take
not thy Holy Spirit from us, and deny
us not his Aiiiftance and holy Operations.
Seal to us by chat Spirit the pardon of
our Sins, and lift up the light of thy
Countenance upon us, and give us the joy
of thy Favour and Salvation. And lee

thy Love and Mercy fo fill us not only
with Thankfulnefs to Thes, but with
Love and Mercy to our tr thren and our
Enemies ; that we may heartily forgive
them that do us wrong, as through thy
Grace we hope we do.

And for the time to come fuffer us not
to call our felves wilfully into Tempta
tions ; but carefully to avoid them, and
refolutely to refijft and conquer what we
cannot avoid : And O mortify thcfe in
ward Sins and Lufts, which are our con-
ilant and molt dangerous Temptations ;

And let us not be tempted by Satan or
the World, or tried by thy Judgments,
above the ftrength which thy Grace fhall

give us. Save us from a fearlefs Confi
dence in our own Strength. And let us
not daily with the Snare, nor tafte the
Bait, nor play with the Fire of thy
Wrath*, but caufe us to fear and depart
from Evil

; le/l before we are aware
&quot;

we
be
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be entangled and overcome, and wound
ed with our Guile and with Wrath, and
our End fhould be worfe than our Begin
ning. Efpecially fave us from thofe ra

dical Sins of Error, and Unbelief, Pride,
Hypocrify, Hardheartednefs, Senfuality,
Slothfulnefs, and the Love of this prefent
World, and the Lofs of our Love to thee,
to thy Kingdom, and thy Ways.
And fave us from the Malice of Satan

and of wicked Men, and from the Evils

which our Sins would bring upon us.

And as we crave all this from thee,
we humbly render our Praifes with our
future Service to thee. Thou art the

King of all the World, and more than
the Life of all the Living. Thy King
dom is Everlafting ; Wife, and Juft, and
Merciful is thy Government. Blefled

are they that are thy faithful Subjects :

But who hath hardened himfelf againft

thee, and hath profpered? The whole
Creation proclairaeth thy Perfection

,

but it is Heaven where the BlefTed fee

thy Glory, and the Glory of our Re
deemer, where the Angels and Saints

behold thee, admire thee, adore thee,
love thee, and praife thee with Trium

phant, Joyful Songs, the Holy, Holy,

Holy God, the Father, Son, and Holy
H Ghoft,



Ghofl, who was, and is, and is to come
*,

Of Thee, and through Thee, and to Thee
are all Things, To Thee be Glory for

ever. Amen.

A Short Pr
styer for Families.

**, .-
;}&amp;gt;&amp;gt;&amp;gt;.

V. .. ,.
- &quot;8

MOST Glorious Ever-living God,
Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, In

finite in thy Power, Wifdom and Good-
nefs j Thou art the Creator of all the

World, the Redeemer of loft Mankind,
and the Sandifier of thine Eled. Thou
haft made us living reafonable Souls,

placed a while on Earth in Fle(h, to feek,
and know, and love, and ferve thee,
which we fhould have done with all our

Soul and Might ,
for we and all things

are thy own, and thou art more to us

than all the World. This fhould have

been the greateft Bufinefs, Care and

Pleafure of our Lives : We were bound |

to it by. the Law, and invited by thy
Love and Mercy, and the Promife of a

Reward in Heaven : And in ourBaptifin,
we were devoted to thisChriilian Life of

Faith and Hollnefs, by a Solemn Cove.

Rant and Vow. But with Grief and
Shame
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Shame we do confefs, that wehavebgen
too unfaithful to thac Covenant, and too
much neglefted the Lord our Father, our

Saviour, and our SandUfier, to whom we
were devoted j and have too much ferv-
ed the Flefli and the World, and the

Devil, which we renounced. We have
added to our Original Sin, the Guilt of
Unthankfulnefs for a Saviour, and refill

ing his Spirit and Grace that (hould have

renewed, and governed, and faved us.

We have fpent .much of our Lives in

flefhly and worldly Vanity, and finfully

neglefted the greateft Work, of making
a fure Preparation for Death and Judg*
ment, and our endlefs State. In a Cuf-
tom of finning we have hardened our
Hearts againft thy Word and Warnings,
and the Reproofs of thy Minifters, and
of our Confidences, ]

that have oft told us
of our Sin and Danger, and called us to

repent.
And now, O Lord, our convinced

Souls confefs that we deferve to be for-

faken by thee, and left to our own Lufl
and Folly, and to the Deceits of Satan,
and unto endlefs Mifery. But feeing
thou haft give a Saviour to loft Man,
and a pardoning Covenant through the
Merits of Chrift, promifing Forgivenefs

H 2 and



and Salvation to every true penitent Be

liever j we thankfully accept thy offered

Mercy, and penitently bewail our Sin,

and call our miferable Souls upon thy

Grace, and the Sacrifice, Merits and In-

tercetfion of our Redeemer. Forgive ail

the Sins of our Hearts and Lives j and as

a reconciled Father, take us as thy a-

dopted Children in Chrift. O give us

thy renewing Spirit, to be in us a power
ful and conftant Author of Holy Light
and Love, and Life, to fit us for all our

Duty, and for Communion with thee,

and for Everlafting Lift: And to dwell

in us as thy Witnefsand Seal of our A-

doption. Let him be better to our Souls

than our Souls are to our Bodies j teach

ing us thy Word and Will, and bringing
all our Love and Will to a joyful Compli-
ancewith thy Will-, and qqickning our

dull and drowfy Hearts to a Holy and

Heavenly Converfation. Let him turn

all our finful Pleafures and Defires into

the delightful Love of Thee, and of thy

Ways and Servants. Save us from the

great Sins of Selfifhnefs, Pride and

Worldlinefs, and give us Self-denial, Hu
mility and a Heavenly Mind. That
while we are on Earth our Hearts may
be in Heaven, where we hope to Jive in

thy
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thy joyful Love and Praife with Chrift

and all his Holy Ones for ever. Lee as

never forget that this Life is fliort, and

that the Life to come is endlefs ,
That

our Souls are precious, and our Bodies

vile, and muft (hortly turn to Rottennefs

andDufU That Sin is odious, and Temp
tations dangerous, and Judgment dread-

ful to unprepared guilty Souls $
and that

without a Saviour and his Grace and Spi

rit, there is no Salvation. Caufe us to

live as we would die, and let no Tempta

tion, Company or Bufinefs, draw us to

forget our God and our evcrlaftiflg

*

Lord blefs the World, and efpeciaUy

thefe Kingdoms, with Wife, Godly, Jult

and Peaceable Princes, and inferior Judges

and Magiftrates ,
and guide, prpccft aod

profper them for the common Good, and

the promoting of Godlinefs, and fup-

preffing of Sin , and blefs all Churches

with able, godly, faithful Paftors, that

are zealous Lovers of God, and Goodnefs,

and the Peoples Souls. And fave the Nati

ons and Churches from opprefling Tyrants

and Deceivers, and from malignant Ene

mies to ferious Piety. And caufe Subjeds

to live in juft Obedience, and in Love

and Peace, Blefs Families with Wile,
H 3



Religious Governours, who will carefully
inftrud their Children and Servants, and
reftrain them from Sin, and keep them
from Temptation. Teach Children and
Servants to fear God, and honour and 1

obey their Governours.

O Our Father which art in Heaven, let

thy Name be hallowed. Let thy Kingdom
come. Let thy Will be done on Earth at it

is in Heaven. Give us thvs day our daily
Bread : Forgive us ourTrefpaJfes, at we for

give them that trefpafs aga tnfl us. L^M
w not into Temptation, but deliver us from
Evil. For thine w the Kingdom, the Power,
and the Glory^ for ever. Amen.

A fbort Prayer for Children and
Servants.

EV
E R-living and moil Glorious God,

Father, Son and Holy Choft ! In

finite is thy Power, thy Wifdom and thy
Goodnefs ! Thou art the Maker of all

the World, the Redeemer of loft and
finful Man, and the Sanftifier of the fi

led. Thou haft made me a living rea-

fonable Soul, placed a while in this Fle/h

and



and World, to know, and love, and

ferve thee my Creator, with all ray Heart,

and Mind, and Strength, that I mighc

obtain the Reward of the heavenly Glory.

This^fhould have been the greateft Care,

and Bufmefs and Pleafure of all my Lite a

1 was bound to it by thy Law -,
I was invi

ted by thy Mercy. And in ray Baptilm

I was devoted to this holy Life, by a

folemn Covenant and Vow.

have proved too unfaithful to that

nant: I have forgotten and neglefted the

God, the Saviour, and the San^ifter, to

whom I was engaged : And have too

much ferved the Devil, the World and

the Flelh, which I renounced : I was born

in Sin, and finfully 1 have lived. I have

been too carelefs of my Immortal Soul,

and of the great s^ork for which I was

created and redeemed , I have fpent

much of my precious ticne in Vanity, m
minding and pleating

this corruptible

Fleih : And I have hardned my Heart a-

gainft thofe InflrucTions, by which thy

Spirit, and rny Teachers, and my own

Confcience, did call upon me to repent

and turn to thee.

And now, Lord, -my convinced Soul

doth confefs, that I have deferved to be

forfakenby thee, and given over to my
H 4



Lufl and Folly, and to be caft out of thy

glorious Prefence into Damnation. But

feeing thou haft given a Saviour to the

World, and made a pardoning and gra
cious Law, promiling Forgivenefs and
Salvation through his Merits to every
true penitent Believer, I thankfully ac

cept the Mercy of thy Covenant in Chrift;
I humbly confefs my Sin and Guiltinefs :

I caft my miferable Soul upon thy Grace,
and the Merits, and Sacrifice and fnter-

cefilon of my Saviour. O pardon all the

Sins of my corrupted Heart and Life j

and as a reconciled Father take me to be

thy Child : And give me thy renewing
Spirit, to be in me a Principle of holy
Life, and Light and Love, and thy Seal

and Witnefs that I am thine j let him

quicken my dead and heardned Heart ;

let him enlighten my dark unbelieving

Mind, by clearer Knowledge and firm

Belief; let him turn ray Will to the rea

dy Obedience of thy holy Will } let him
reveal to my Soul the Wonders of thy
Love in Chrift, and fill it with Love to

Thee and my Redeemer, and to all thy

holy Word and Works ,
till all my finful

carnal Love be quenched in me, and my
finful Pleafures turned into a fweet De

light in God. Give me Self-denial, Hu

mility
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mility and Lowlinefs, and rave me from

the great and hateful Sins of Selfiihnefs,-

Worldlinefsand Pride. O fet my Heart

upon the Heavenly- Glory, where I hope
e er long to live with Chiiil and all his

Holy Ones, in the joyful Sight, and Love,

andPraife of Thee the God of Love for

ever. Deny me not any of thofe Helps

and Mercies, which are needful to my
Sanftification and Salvation. And caufe

me to live in continual readinefs, for a

fafe and comfortable Death : For what

would it profit me to win all the World,
and lofe my Soul, my Saviour, and my
God?

Additions for Chil

dren.

Let thy Blefling

be upon my Pa

rents and Cover-

nours \ Gaufe them

to inftruft and e-

ducate me in thy

Fear, and caufe me

with thankfulnefs

to receive their In-

ftru&ionsi and to

love, honour and

obey

Additions for Ser

vants.

And as thou haft

made me a Ser

vant, make me con-

fdonahle and faith

ful ,
in ray Place

and Truft, and care

ful of my Mailer s

Goods and Bufi-

nefs , as I would

be if it were my
own. Make me

H fub-
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obey them in O-
bedience to thee.

Keep me from the

Snares of evil Com
pany, Temptations,
and Youthful Plea-

fures 5 and let me
be a Companion
of them that fear

thee. Let my dai

ly Delight be to

meditate on thy
Law , and let me
never have the

mark of the Un
godly, to be a Lo
ver of Pleafures

more than of God.
Furnifh my Youth
with thofe Trea-
fures of Wifdom
and Holinefs, which

may be daily in-

creafed and ufed to

thy Glory.

fubmiffive and o-

bedient to my Go-
vernours : Keep me
from Self-will and

Pride, from murmu
ring and unreverent

Speeches, from Falf-

hood, Slothfulnefs^

andallDeceit: That
I might not be an

Eye-fervant , plea-

fing my Lull and

flefhly Appetite ^

but may ehearfully
and willingly do my
Duty^ as believing
that thou art the

Revenger of all Un-
faithfulnefs j and

may do my Service

not only as unto

Man, but as to the

Lord
, expecting

from thee my chief

Reward.

All this I beg and hope for, on the

account of the Merits and Intercefiion

of Jefus Chrift, concluding in the words
which he hath taught us 7 Our Father

which
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which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name ,

Thy Kingdom come ^ Thy Will bs done, on

Earth, as it is in Heaven : Give us tbis day

our daily Bread. ^d forgive us our Tref-

paffes, asm we forgive them that treftafs

againfl us. And lead its not into Temptation ,

But deliver us from Evil. For thine is the

Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory^ for

ever. Amen.

A plain and fhort Prayer for Fami

lies, for Morning and Evening.

ALmighty,
All-feeing and moil Gra

cious God,the World and ail there

in is made, maintained and ordered by
thee : Thou art every where prefsnr,

being more than the Soul of all the

World. Though thou art revealed in

thy Glory to thofe only that are in Hea

ven, thy Grace is (till at work on Earth

to prepare Men tor that Glory : Thou
madeft us not as the Beads that pe-

rifli, but with reafonable immortal Souls,

to know and feek, and ferve thee here,

and then to live with all tlie Bleffed, m
the everlafting light of thy heavenly

Glory, and the Pleafuies of thy perfeft

Love,



Love, and Praife. But we are alharaed
to think how foolifhly and finfully we have

forgotten and negle&ed our God and our

Souls, and our Hopes of blefled Immor
tality, and have overmuch minded the

things of this vifible tranfitory World,
and the Profperhy and Pleafure of this

corruptible Flefh, which we know muft
turn to rcttennefs and dull. Thou ga-
veft us a Law which was juft and good,
to guide us in the only way to Life j and
when by Sin we had undone our felves,
thou gaveft us a Saviour, even thy eter

nal Word made Man, who by his holy
Life and bitter Sufferings reconciled us to

thee, and both purchafed Salvation for

us, and revealed it to u?, better than an

Angel from Heaven could have done, if

thou hadft fent him to us Sinners on fuch

a Meflage. But alas, how light have we
fet by our Redeemer, and by all that

Love which thou haft manifefted by him ;

and how little have we fludied and un-

derftood, and lefs obeyed that Covenant
of Grace, which thcu haft made by him
to loft Mankind !

8ut OGod, h| merciful to us vile and
miferable Sinners! Forgive the Sins of
our natural Pravity, and the Follies of
our Youth, and all the Ignorance, Neg

ligence,



ligence, Omifllons and Commiffions ofour
Lives : And give us true Repentance for

them, or elfe we know that thou wile not

forgive them. Our Life is but as a Sha
dow that pafleth away, and it is but as a

Moment till we muft leave this World,
and appear before thee to give up our

Account, and to fpeed for ever as here

we have prepared. Should we die before

thou halt turned our Hearts from this

finful Flefh and World to thee, by true

Faith and Repentance, we fhall be loft

for evermore. O woe to us that ever we
were born-, if thou forgive not our Sins,

and make us not holy before this fhort

and uncertain Life be at an end : Had we
all the Riches and Pleafures of this World,

they would fhortly leave us in the greater

Sorrows. We know that all our Life is

but the time which thy Mercy allotteth

us to prepare for Death , therefore we

fhould not put off our Repentance and

Preparation to a fick Bed : but now Lord,

as if it were our laft and dying words,

we earneftly beg thy pardoning and

DncVifying Grace, through the Merits and

Intercefilon of our Redeemer. O thou

that haft pitied and faved fo many Mil

lions of miferable Sinners, pity and fave

us alfo, that we may glorify thy Grace
for



for ever ; furely thou deiighteffi not in

the Death of Sinners, but rather that

they return and live. Hadft thou been

unwilling to fliew Mercy, thou wouldft
not have ranfomed us by fo precious a

Price, and ftilj intreat us to be recon
ciled to thee: We have no caufe to
diflruft thy Truth or Goodnefs ; but
we are afraid left Unbelief, and Pride,
and Hypocrify, and a worldly fleftily

Mind, fhould be our Ruin. O fave us
from Satan, and this tempting World,
but efpecialiy from our felves : Teach us
to deny all Ungodlinefs and flefhly Luffcs,
and to live foberly, righteoufly and
godly in this World. Let it be our
chiefefl daily Work to pleafe thee, and
to lay up a Treafure in Heaven, and
to make fure of a blefled Life with
Chrift, and quietly to truft thee with
Soul and Body. Make us faithful in our
Callings, and our Duties to one another,
and to ail Men, to our Superiors, Equals
and Inferiors. Blefs the King, and all in

Authority, that we may live a qaiet and
peaceable Life in all Godlinefs and Ho-
nefty : Give wife, holy, and peaceable
Patters to all the Churches of Chrift
and holy and peaeeable Minds to the
People: Convert eke Heathen and In-

fidei
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fidel Nations of the World : And .caufe

us, and all thy People, to feek firft

the hallowing of thy Name, the coming
of thy Kingdom, the doing of thy Will

on Earth as it is done in Heaven : Give

us our daily Bread, even all things necef-

fary to Life and Godlinefs, and let us

be therewith content. Forgive us our

daily Sins, and let thy Love and Mercy
conftrainus to love thee above all } and

for thy fake to love our Neighbours as

our felves, and in all our Dealings, to do

juftly and mercifully, as we would have

others do by us. Keep us from hurtful

Temptations, from Sin, and from thy

Judgments, and from the Malice of our

fpiritual and corporal Enemies : And let

all our Thoughts, Affeftions, Paffions,

Words and Aftions, be governed by thy

Word and Spirit to thy Glory. Make

all our Religion and Obedience pleafant

to us ^ and let our Souls be fo delight

ed in the Praife of thy Kingdom, thy

Power and thy Glory, that it may fe-

cure arid fweeten our Labour by Day,

and our Reft by Night, and keep us in

a longing and joyful Hope of the hea

venly Glory: And let the Grace of

our Lord kfus Chrift, and the Love of

God,
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God our Father, and the Communion of

the Holy Spirit, be with us now and for

ever. Amen.

Morning Prayer for a

O Eternal, Infinite, and Omnipotent
God! whofe gracious Wifdom

vouchfafes to command fuch things
as are necefTary to fit us for ever-

lafting Blifs, and forbid fuch as are

apt to render us eternally Unhappy !

we miterable Sinners husnbly proftrate
our Souls and Bodies before thy moft ado-

rable Majefly ^ and with a n ue and hear

ty Sorrow, each of us particularly thus

accufe and condemn our felves. We con-

fefs, O Lord God, that we have grie-

voufly fmn d againft Thee in Thought,
Word, and Deed. But have thou mercy
on us, O moft merciful Father, for thy
Son s fake, Jefus Chrift our Lord and on

ly Advocate. Have Mercy on this Fami

ly, we befeech Thee } and (pare every
Soul therein for thy Name fake. The
Great and Glorious Lord of Heaven and

Earth have Mercy upon us, forgive us our

Sins, and bring us to everlalting Life.

jlmen.
Even*
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Evening Prayer for A Family.

ALmighty
and everlaflingGod, we

render thee moft humble and hear

ty Thanks, for thatthou haft vouchfaf d
of thy great Mercy and Goodnefs to pre-
ferve us this Day : and we befeech thee

alfo to preferve and keep us this Night
in like manner from all Danger, as well

of Body as of Soul j but efpecially fo to

enlighten the Eyes of the latter, that we
never fleep in Sin : to the end that we,

being by thee gracioufly preferved, may
(if it be thy good Pleafure) rife again in

Health topraife thy Majefty, and joyfully

ferveThee in Thankfgiving, with chafte

Bodies and clean Hearts. Raife our dead

Spirits from this heavy Earth, to dwell

with Thee in the Land of the Living:
That as we here admire thy bounteous

Power, and daily fmg the Wonders of

thy Grace , we may hereafter adore thy

bleffed felf, and fing eternally the Won
ders of thy Glory. Amw.

B E



BE
thou eternally ador d,O God of our

Salvation } and may thy Praifes be

fung by thy Servants for ever.
When our firft Parents had difobey d

thy Precepts; to the Ruin of themfelves
and their whole Poflerity :

Thy Mercy immediately provided a

Remedy , and gracioufly promifed a pow
erful Redeemer, who fhould fuffer as

Man, and fatisfy as God.
A meritorious Redeemer, that fbould

conquer Sin, and Death, and crufh in

pieces the Serpent s Head.
A Redeemer that fhouid fully repair the

Breaches of Mankind j and die as a piacu-
lar Oblation, to procure Atonement for
our Sins.

Enlight-ning our Eyes with a clearer
View of thofe excellent Truths that con
cern onr Peace, and his All-fufficient Me
rits, for the Satisfadion of our Sins

j
and fupporting our Nature with a ftron-
ger Grace, to bear us fafely on through
all Encounters, till we arrive at the
Land of Reft, and be receiv d for ever
into that glorious Kingdom.O blefled Jefus ! our Strength, and our

.juide;
who knoweft, and pitieft our

Weaknefs:

Who



Who in thy tender Care haft contrived

fuch Means, that nothing can undo us but

our own Perverfenefs :

How eafy haft thou made the Way to

Heaven? How light the Burden thou

layeft upon thy Followers? Tis but to

love thee our greateft Benefa&or } and
we perfe&ly fulfil every Branch of thy
Law.

Tis but defiring to fee thee, our fu-

preme Beatitude , and we are fure to

poflefs an Eternity of Joy.

Blcfled, O my God, be the Wifdom of

thy Providence \ which alone knows the

Way to draw Good out of Evil.

Which not only reftores us to our firft

Degree, but makes even our Fall rebound

us to a greater Height.

Lord, as thy Goodnefs turns all things

to the advantage of thy Eleft , O may

thy Eled praife thy Goodnefs in all

Things !

Admirable, O Lord, wert thou in thy

merciful Promife
*,

but infinitely more in

thy wonderful Performance.

Thou didft not depute an Angel to fup-

ply thy Place ,
nor entruft fo tender a

Work to the Management of a Seraphim.

But
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But thy felf didft bow the Heavens,
and come down^ and with thy ownbleffc

Hands work our Redemption.

Thy felf didfl take upon Thee our frail

Nature.

OGod,
who halt glorified our vifto-

rious Saviour with a viflble trium

phant RefurredUoa from the Dead, and

Afcenfion into Heaven, where he (its at

thy Right Hand, the World s fupreme
Governour and final Judge j grant, we
befeech thee, that his Triumphs and Glo
ries may ever fhine in our Souls, to make
us more clearly fee through his Sufferings,

and more courageouQy pafs through our

own-, being afl ur d by his Example, that

if we endeavour to live and die like him,
for the advancement of thy Love in our
felves and others, thou will raife again
our dead Bodies too, and conforming
them to his glorious Body, call us up a-

bove the Clouds, and give us pofieflion of

thy everiafting Kingdom, through the

fame Lord Jefus Chrift thy Son, who,
with Thee and the Holy Ghoft, liveth

and reigneth one God, World without
End. Amtn.

LORD,



LO
R D, we befeech thee, forfake us

not in the vanifhing of our Days ,
*

but ftill continue thy Gracious and Fa

therly Protection upon us : Be thou our

Light and Defence, our Guide and Guard,

through this Valley of Mifery and Tears,
and the Shadow of Death, to thine eter

nal Kingdom. And give us the Comfort,
and Communion of thy Holy Spirit, that

our Eyes may fee thy Salvation, and we

thy Servants may depart in thy Peace, for

the Merits and Satbfadtion of thy dear

Son Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen.
\

OGod,
the eternal Source and Necef-

fity of Being, on whofe free over

flowing that of the whole Creation every

moment depends ! Scrike, we befeech

thee, our Hearts with a continual Dread

and Reverence of thy abfolute Dominion,
which fhould it but never fo little fuf-

pend thy Bounty, we Ihould inflantly va-

nift into. nothing ; and grand that as we

know thou preferveft this World, we

may grow daily riper for the other, and

by thy Grace may fo husband our Time

here, as in the next Life to poflefs Eter

nal Blifs, through our Lord Jefus Chrift,

wholiveth, trc.
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OGod,
whofe Eternal Wifdom, the

Word made Flefh, and dwelling
among us, not only cold the World
with his own Sacred Mouth, the un-
thoughc-on Steps whieh lead diredly to
Heaven, but trod them out plain with
his own facred Feet, and ordained others
after him through all Generations, to
guide ours fteddily in them ! Let not
we humbly befeech. thee, fo much Love
and Care be loft on us ; but vouchfafe
us thy continual neceflary Grace not on
ly to learn by Rote, and profefs with our
Lips, this precious way, kept ftill open
to our Eyes: but ipake it our whole

to walk diligently in
it, even to

Death, and beyond, through our Lord
Jefus Chrift thy Son, who with thee, and
the HolyGhoft, liveth and reigneth ever
one God, World without End. Amen

The



The Nicene Creed.

I
Believe in one God the Father Al

mighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth,
and of all Things viilble and invifible.

And in one Lord Jefus Chrift, the only
begotten Son of God, begotten of his Fa
ther before all Worlds, God of God,
Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten not made, being of one Sub-
ftance with the Father, by whom all

Things were made : Who for us Men,
and for our Salvation came down from

Heaven, and was Incarnate, by the Holy
Ghoft of the Virgin Mary^ and was made
Man, and was crucified alfo for us under
Pontius Pilate. He fuffered and was bu

ried, and the third Day he rofe again,

according to the Scriptures, and afcended
into Heaven, and fitteth on the right
hand of the Father. And he /hall come
again with Glory to judge both the quick
and the dead: Whofe Kingdom ftiall

have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghoft, the

Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth
from the Father and the Sonj who with

the



the Father and the Son together is wor-

fhipped and glorified, who fpake by the

Prophets. And I believe one Catholick

and Apoltolick Church. I acknowledge
one Baptifm for the Remiflion of Sins.

And 1 look for tfhe Refurreftion of the

Dead, and the Life of the World to come.

Amtn.

To Father, Son, and Holy Gboft,
One undivided Three,

Attbigbeft Praife, all bumbleft Thanks,

Now, and for ever be.

FINIS.










